
Council Meeting                                                                                                              January 8, 2007

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  City Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz and Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Ron Mason.
VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Mike Schmaderer, Amy Hawkinson, Debbie Ortiz, Pat Florence, and Jesse Meyer.     
MINUTES:
Minutes of the December 29, 2006, year-end meeting were approved as written.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Council reviewed accounts payable lists containing December invoices in the amount of $55,095.75, and January invoices totaling $18,019.73.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices, in the amount of $73,115.48, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Five accounts, totaling $504.97, were on the list of delinquent utilities.  Council had no comments or questions.
LIBRARY:
Debbie Ortiz provided information regarding the Library Board’s continued pursuit of funds for its renovation project.  She said the architect, Fred Abercrombie, was continuing work on the developmental design of the building’s improvement.  She asked that the City approve and sponsor a Historic Preservation Grant application, through the Kansas State Historical Society, for approximately $95,000.00 in funds to preserve and rehabilitate the Library’s basement.  Doug McKinney, North Central Regional Planning Commission, was assisting the board with the grant application.  Ledet moved to approve the City’s submission of said grant application.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried.

ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
Electrical Engineer Mike Schmaderer spoke to the Governing Body regarding several power issues, including real-time metering, energy purchases, and future investments.  He noted the Aquila cities should be able to obtain a better energy purchase price when acting as a pool, with the additional benefit of KMEA oversight.  Energy contracts with Jeffrey Energy Center and investment in the Holcomb coal generation project were also possibilities to consider.  He said the initial investment could be considerable; however, the potential long-term savings was even greater.

SEWER MAIN/HOSPITAL: 
Superintendent Mason said the Lincoln County Hospital’s desire to extend the Lincoln Medical Clinic to the east was problematic with the city sewer main located in the alley directly east of the Lincoln Medical Clinic.  The situation was discussed but no action taken.
DEF. COMP. RES. 07-01:
There came on for consideration Resolution No. 07-01, entitled “A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT 457 DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN DOCUMENTS.”  The Resolution provided for a Security Benefit Deferred Compensation Plan for the benefit of Lincoln City Employees, and authorized the City Clerk to execute the Plan documents and implement the Plan.  Stegman moved to adopt Resolution No. 07-01.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.

PERSONNEL: 
It was made official that Jesse C. Meyer would be promoted to City Superintendent, effective with Superintendent Ron Mason’s retirement on 01/25/07.

Clerk Gourley presented a 6-month training period evaluation for Pam Korff, half-time office clerk, and recommended she receive the customary pay increase.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, that Pam Korff be granted a $.50 hourly increase and appropriate benefits, effective with the February payroll.  Motion carried.
BALL PARK/BENEFITS:
Upon motion by Florence, seconded by Ledet, Jerry Jensen was given approval to use Lions West Park for two benefit co-ed softball tournaments this summer, as follows:  June 1-3 (School or Community Project)  &  August 10-12 (Lincoln Art Center.)     Jensen  had provided  a report itemizing where over
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$21,000.00 had been donated from the co-ed softball benefit tournaments to local youth and organizations since 2000.
BIKING ACROSS KANSAS:
Clerk Gourley reported correspondence had been received from the Biking Across Kansas organization, indicating their group would once again be spending the night in Lincoln during their trek across Kansas this summer, the overnight stop scheduled for June 12, 2007.   It was expected that 800+ bicyclists from across the country would be involved in the event.  The Lions Club had already indicated its desire to provide for the bikers’ breakfast on June 13th.  Other information would be provided as it became available.

US TOWER LEASE:
Mayor Vignery and Superintendent Mason relayed some plumbing problems being reported at the U S Tower building.  Possible causes and solutions were discussed.  Mayor Vignery said the information previously given by NCRPC regarding the City’s ability to sell its EDA-mortgaged property had been changed.  Attorney Metz suggested NCRPC should provide confirmation of that information directly to the City.   
   
HOUSING REHAB GRANT:
Correspondence from the Kansas Department of Commerce indicated that the City’s third request for housing rehabilitation funds through the Kansas Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program had been denied again this year.

NUISANCES:
Councilmember Florence asked about the status of the nuisance property on S. 1st Street.

LEADERSHIP:
Councilmember Ledet reported two different times available if anyone was planning to attend the local government session of the Lincoln Leadership Class being held on January 18th.

SNOW REMOVAL:
Councilmember Ledet thanked the City employees responsible for removing the snow from the streets following the most recent snow storm.
ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
Councilmember Kingan asked what had happened regarding the building that was found leaning against a power pole after the wind storm last August.  Superintendent Mason advised the problem had yet to be resolved.

WATER TOWER:
Councilmember Kingan asked if there was an extra antenna on the water tower that could be temporarily used by the local Ham Radio Club.  Superintendent Mason said he wasn’t aware of an extra working antenna being available.

RETIREMENT THANKS:
Councilmember Florence expressed appreciation to Ron Mason for his 41+ years of service to the City and wished him well in retirement. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:25 p.m.








S/Rose M. Gourley







   
    City Clerk

