
Council Meeting                                                                                                              January 12, 2004

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present: Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley, Attorney Daniel D. Metz.  Superintendent Ron Mason also present.

VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  J. Neil Jednoralski, Jay Minear, John Baetz, Jacob Scoville, Joel Mahin, Doug Budreau.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the December 31, 2003, special year-end meeting were approved as written.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Council reviewed accounts payable lists containing December invoices in the amount of $42,351.39 and January invoices totaling $21,746.18.  Emerson Construction’s Pay Estimate No. 9, in the amount of $48,703.82, was also presented.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, all said invoices, in the amount of $112,801.39, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Eight accounts, totaling $744.02, were on the list of delinquent utilities.


Mr. J. Neil Jednoralski, Kirkham Michael Engineers, introduced himself and offered the services of the firm he represented for any upcoming City projects.
INDY PARK LEASE:
Jay Minear, D J Environmental, asked that the City give consideration to reducing the lease for the Industrial Park building.  The lease had increased effective September 1, 2003; however, discovery of the increase was not made until December.  Since that time the additional lease amount had been paid.  If the rent were to be returned to the former lever, Mr. Minear said it would help him to stay operational and make an additional employee a possibility.  Comments were heard from Attorney Metz regarding the provisions of the current lease.  Councilmember Ledet asked about numbers currently being employed at DJ’s.  After further discussion, Stegman moved to approve a change in the current lease to make the rent installments the same as for the year ending August 31, 2003, effective retroactively to September 1, 2003.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  Credit will be granted for the additional monthly amounts already paid.
USD 298 ACTIVITIES:
Joel Mahin, representing the Lincoln Community Activities Committee, spoke to the Governing Body regarding the Committee’s efforts to raise funds to save the baseball, softball, and cross country programs for USD 298.  The Committee hoped to find one funding source in the placement of advertising signs or banners at the City’s east and west ball parks.  Mr. Mahin said he had also inspected the fences at each field and felt the baseball field’s fence needed to be replaced, at least in part.  The west field fence, however, was in good shape.  The Lincoln Lions Club had agreed to provide labor for the fencing project and the USD 298 Art Classes would create the signs.  There followed a motion by Ledet, seconded by Stegman, that the Lincoln Community Activities Committee be allowed to place and maintain signage at the City’s east and west ball parks.  Motion carried.
SEWER IMPROVEMENT:
Doug Budreau, M & B Plumbing, addressed the Governing Body, saying he felt that, because of the manner in which the sewer line issue was addressed in the City Council Meeting minutes of December 8, 2003, an unfair amount of blame was placed on M & B Plumbing.  He said members of the City Crew had inspected the sewer lines each time he had installed them.  Superintendent Mason spoke with Mr. Budreau regarding the grade and placement of the sewer service line in question.  The parties agreed that the City Superintendent would inspect future installations.  Mr. Budreau also advised he would be crediting funds back to the City, having intended to price the job at cost.

Doug Wilson had submitted a bill in the amount of $100.00, for wheat crop damages, in connection with the sewer main replacement south of E. South Street.  In addition, Superintendent Mason said he had talked with Mr. Wilson who preferred that the City would be responsible for reseeding Hal Byarlay’s waterway to broome sometime in April or May.  Leon made a motion to pay the $100.00 in damages and do the reseeding later in the spring.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried.
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CEMETERY:
A request had been received from Jayne Feldkamp to permanently affix a wooden bench on the family plot in the Lincoln Cemetery.  She said her family would take care of maintenance of the bench and its surrounding area. Discussion followed.  It was noted that, even though the City had discouraged this type of placement in the recent past, under the circumstances surrounding the loss of her son, special consideration should be given.  Thereafter, Stegman moved to allow the bench to be permanently affixed on her family plot.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
BALL PARK/BENEFITS:
Upon motion by Florence, seconded by Ledet, Jerry Jensen was given approval of the use of Lions West Park for three benefit co-ed softball tournaments this summer, as follows:  June 4-6 (Benefit for USD 298,) Aug. 13-15 (Lincoln Art Center Benefit,) and Aug. 20-22 (Community Project yet to be determined.)  Due to the numbers wanting to sign up, the tournaments were being expanded to sixteen teams this year.  Because the City had always provided the facility and free utilities for the benefits, Mr. Jensen had offered to place the City of Lincoln Center’s name on the tournament shirts as a sponsor.  Council voiced no objections.
WIND ENERGY:
The Governing Body received copies of the minutes of a meeting held with the parties involved in the proposal for the City of Lincoln Center to purchase wind energy from Kansas Wind Power.  Said meeting, scheduled by the City’s electrical engineering consultant and held January 6, 2004, included representatives of the City of Lincoln Center, Aquila, Rolling Hills Electric, KEPCo, and Kansas Wind Power.  A report from JEF Consultants (Jerry Felkel) is expected in the near future.
ANNEXATION:
Attorney Metz advised he would have a Consent Annexation Ordinance drafted and available for consideration at the next meeting, saying he would like to double check descriptions with Jerry Wollesen.
CLEAN-UP/FIX-UP:
Councilmember Stegman reported the Clean-Up Fix-Up Campaign was underway with the removal of several vehicles in Barnard planned for the 1st weekend in March.  Members of the Committee have begun speaking with individuals in Lincoln about the issue, gaining information at the same time that could be used for a future community rehabilitation grant application.  The City was asked to provide a resolution of support at this time and to try to schedule regular clean up days twice a year.  Following an exchange of additional information, a motion was made by Ledet, seconded by Stegman, that the City Council adopt a Resolution supporting the Economic Development Foundation’s Clean-Up Fix-Up Campaign.  Motion carried.  The City Attorney was asked to inspect and approve the Resolution’s content prior to its execution.
TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Mayor Vignery said he had contacted Sheriff McLeod about the need for additional traffic control at the S. 3rd Street/E. South Street intersection, and the Sheriff thought that location and others might need additional signage.  One Councilmember noted that the intersection in question had a pretty clear line of sight and there were dips at the location which should slow traffic.  City Attorney Metz advised the Governing Body should be wary of placing so much signage that traffic flow could be disrupted.  No action was taken at this time.
STREETS/MAILBOXES:
The Governing Body discussed the recent practice of the Postal Service requiring new customers to install mail boxes at curbside locations and whether the use of the City’s right of way allowed the City to regulate the placement in some manner.  There was concern voiced that, with the indiscriminate way the boxes were being installed, a problem could develop when the City tried to blade streets and remove snow.  Superintendent Mason felt the face of the mailbox should be located one foot behind the curb.  There was also concern that the random quality and design of posts and boxes might create a negative appearance in the community.  It was agreed that the matter should be further researched.
SMITHSONIAN EXHIBIT:
A request was received from the Lincoln Art Center to assist in hanging a banner across Lincoln Avenue for the upcoming Smithsonian Exhibit.  Said request was granted.
BIKING ACROSS KANSAS:
Clerk Gourley advised “Biking Across Kansas” organizers had asked Lincoln to serve as a host City for the 30th Anniversary Biking Across Kansas bike ride this summer.  The event would be held from June 4 -12  and  the  group  planned  to  stay  overnight  in  Lincoln  on  June 8th.  The organizers  were
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planning to send all the riders over one route this year, rather than the three routes across the state normally utilized.  Therefore, over 900 participants should be converging on Lincoln that day.  Gourley said she had enthusiastically agreed to the request on behalf of Lincoln, and she was sure necessary support and assistance for the event would be forthcoming from the community.
2003 AUDIT:
Clerk Gourley reported a new Letter of Understanding had been provided by Larry L. Douglas, CPA, for services in connection with the audit of the year ending December 31, 2003.  Due to the dollar amount of federal funds received by the City, the agreement would include additional services required for a Single Audit and would supersede the prior contract signed September 9, 2002.  Council agreed to review the letter for action at the next meeting.
WEST BALL PARK:
Superintendent Mason suggested a small hot water heater be installed in the new concession/restroom facility at the West Ball Park.  Council had no objections.  It was also reported that Finch Construction would be completing the sidewalk construction as soon as weather permits.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:45 p.m.







S/Rose M. Gourley







   City Clerk

