
Council Meeting                                                                                                              January 12, 2009

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Gwen Knight, and Joel Mahin.  Councilmember absent:  Arletta R. Morse.  City Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  James Lambert, Amy Hawkinson, and Sheriff Russ Black.  
MINUTES:
Minutes of the December 31, 2008, year-end meeting were approved as written.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Council reviewed accounts payable lists containing December invoices in the amount of $25,744.57, and January invoices totaling $20,185.39.  Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Kingan, all said invoices, in the amount of $45,929.96, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Eight accounts, totaling $859.35, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
GAS FRANCHISE ORD #679:
James Lambert, Community Relations Manager, Kansas Gas Service, was present to provide information and answer questions regarding the proposed renewal of the City’s gas franchise with Kansas Gas Service.  He said the proposal allowed for collection of the maximum 5% in franchise fees with review provisions at five, ten and fifteen years of the twenty-year franchise.  An ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE, GRANTING TO KANSAS GAS SERVICE, A DIVISION OF ONEOK, INC., ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, A NATURAL GAS FRANCHISE, PRESCRIBING THE TERMS THEREOF AND RELATING THERETO, AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT WITH OR IN CONFLICT WITH THE TERMS HEREOF,” was reviewed.  Certain questions, specifically regarding transportation customers, were addressed by Mr. Lambert.  There followed a motion by Crispin, seconded by Mahin, to pass said ordinance.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Kingan, Knight, and Mahin.  Nays:  None.  The ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #679 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City Newspaper.  
COOP BUILDING PERMIT:
Council reviewed documents provided by Farmway Coop, Inc., requesting a Building Permit for a concrete grain storage bin to be located adjacent to an existing facility at 518 N. 1st.  The storage structure was expected to be 74’ in diameter, 124’ tall with 12” reinforced concrete walls.  Clerk Gourley advised the building permit requirements only addressed flood zones.  Therefore, the permit would be issued when the appropriate fee was received.   It was noted that the Kansas Department of Health and Environment would be the permitting authority for the health and environmental consequences of construction.
BUILDING PERMITS:
Councilmember Crispin suggested the building permit process should be revamped to incorporate the requirements of the Kansas Historic Preservation Act.  It was also suggested the City look into some limited zoning requirements.  The matter will be studied further.
ENGINE REPAIRS:
The Governing Body was provided correspondence from Ted Bunn, President, B.C. & T. Bunn, Inc., relating to the ongoing repair of the #1 Superior engine at the Power Plant.  Potential problems were being handled as they appeared.  Mr. Bunn said in his letter that the project was proceeding pretty much on schedule.   He also thanked the City employees involved for their excellent help. 

KMEA MUTUAL AID:
There came on for consideration Resolution No. 09-01 entitled:  “A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MEMBERSHIP OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS IN THE KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY’S MUTUAL AID PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF ALL DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE CITY’S PARTICIPATION IN SAID MUTUAL AID PROGRAM.”  The City of Lincoln had been a member of the Mutual Aid Program since 2003, and the
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Resolution would authorize the renewal of membership.  Knight moved said Resolution be adopted.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.
TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Sheriff Russ Black addressed the Governing Body regarding the problems with traffic on W. Yauger Street north of the Lincoln Elementary School.  He said the new Safe Routes to Schools program change to one-way traffic has created confusion and congestion.  The intention was that the street would only have one lane of traffic.  Unfortunately, many parents are stopping in the street to drop off or pick up their children, forcing traffic to go around them.  Teachers parked on the south side of the street are sometimes not able to back out of their parking spaces due to the stopped traffic.  Drivers entering the S 4th Street intersection from the west seem to be confused about which direction to turn, and he has seen traffic on the right turn left in front of traffic on the left.  The Safe Route concept seems to be more dangerous than when there were two lanes of traffic going different directions.  He suggested parking be prohibited on the north side of the street and there be additional signage put in place.  He said he had discussed the situation with the school superintendent who agreed that there was a problem and would be agreeable to sharing the cost of additional signage.  Following further discussion, it was decided to contact the project engineer to get his feedback for improving the situation.
BALL PARK/BENEFITS:
Jerry Jensen was given approval to use Lions West Park for two benefit co-ed softball tournaments this summer, as follows:   June 5-7 and Aug 14-16.
CITY ELECTION:
Clerk Gourley reminded the Governing Body that there would be a City Election held on April 7, 2009, to elect a Mayor and 2 Councilmembers.  The filing deadline was noon, January 27, 2009.

KIOSK PLACEMENT:
Clerk Gourley asked the Governing Body to examine the information kiosk provided by the Tourism Committee, before it was permanently placed.  The construction and materials used were not consistent with City Hall construction.  Therefore, she asked if an alternate location might be more suitable for its design.  No decision was made.

STREET NAME SIGNS:
Superintendent Meyer advised he was still in the process of obtaining information and pricing for replacement of the City’s street name signs.   Therefore the matter was tabled until the next meeting.
PARK/CEMETERY SIGNS:
Councilmember Knight suggested the signs at the entrances to the City Park should be improved or replaced.  It was recommended that a certain local resident be contacted to assist with signage.  Councilmember Kingan also asked about some additional kind of cemetery signage to help visitors locate cemetery plots.   It was suggested that the Cemetery Sexton should be consulted regarding this matter.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Kingan moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Knight, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:30 p.m.








S/Rose M. Gourley







   
    City Clerk

