
Council Meeting                                                                                                                          February 8, 2010

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present: Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Gwen Knight, and Arletta R. Morse.  Councilmember absent:  Joel Mahin.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  T. J. Jonsson, Galen Liggett, Amy Hawkinson, Lisa Feldkamp, Hal Byarlay, Mindy Wiebke, Kae Hayworth, Debora Zachgo, Mitch Kobbeman, Stephan Smith, David Dohe, Keith Phillips and Jo Hachmeister.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the January 11, 2010, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 10-01, for January wages and salaries in the amount of $50,294.44, was presented.  A motion by Kingan, seconded by Knight, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $91,437.23, and unpaid invoices totaling $120,830.67.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Knight, all said invoices in the amount of $212,267.90, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Three accounts, totaling $144.87, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
LIBRARY ANNUAL RPT.:
The Governing Body reviewed the 2009 Annual Report from the Lincoln Carnegie Library.  The report provided visual highlights, statistics and budget information for the preceding year.  Council commended the Library Board and Staff for a well-fashioned, concise report.
HOUSING AUTH APPT.:
Upon recommendation of the Lincoln Housing Authority, Mayor Stegman re-appointed Keith Vestal and Kathy Jo Smith to 4-year terms as members of the Board of Commissioners of the Lincoln Housing Authority.   Knight moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.
KMEA RES. 10-01:
Resolution No. 10-01, entitled “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A FIRM ENERGY AND LOAD FOLLOWING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, AND THE KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY RELATING TO ELECTRIC FIRM ENERGY AND LOAD FOLLOWING SERVICES FOR THE CITY,” was introduced.   Said Resolution was the result of many months of negotiations between the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency (representing the EMP2 cities of Ashland, Beloit, Hoisington, Lincoln Center, Osborne, Pratt, Russell, Stockton, and Washington) and Mid-Kansas Electric Company (MKEC).   Crispin moved to adopt Resolution 10-01.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried. 
SCHOOL TRAFFIC:
Lisa Feldkamp, LES Site Council, spoke to the Council regarding the addition of a stop sign at the S. 4th Street/Yauger Street intersection, effectively making the intersection a 4-way stop.  She said there were three stop signs already and the additional sign would reduce driver confusion, providing for a safer school zone.  There were no objections to the idea.  Mayor Stegman suggested the S. 4th Street/South Street Intersection be made a 4-way stop, as well. 
COOP ELEVATOR:
T. J. Jonsson addressed the Governing Body, expressing his concerns about the possibility of another Farmway Coop elevator expansion.   He said that, contrary to the assertions made by Farmway, the previous expansion project had resulted in increased noise and grain dust pollution for the residents of the City, especially those in the vicinity of the elevator.    Being a member of the medical field,  he had noticed an increase in allergy and respiratory ailments affecting members of the community.  He also said that the flow of heavy truck traffic between the elevator on S. 1st Street and the Farmway Coop storage bunker was causing damage to streets not designed to carry that type of load.   City taxpayers would have to bear the burden of the future street repairs.  Because of these issues, he was questioning his decision to locate his family in Lincoln.  He suggested that the City hold a public meeting to address the current situation and implement some type of zoning to protect the citizens in the future.   Attorney Metz suggested Mr. Jonsson gather names and present a petition to the Mayor and Council. 
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Hal Byarlay also addressed the Governing Body, saying he had visited the local elevator and had been told that Farmway had no expansion plans for this year, and the aerator fans were going to be enclosed to cut down on the noise problem.  Regardless, he felt that the time to stop any future expansion is now.   He also had concerns about what this issue would do to property values in the south part of town. 
WATER WELL PROJECT:
Superintendent Meyer updated the Council on the water system improvement project.  In renovating the two old wells, it was determined that a new pump would be needed for the West Gabelmann well.  That part of the project was now complete.  Mid-Kansas Underground was trenching pipe and working as often as the weather would permit.  Additionally, drilling of the new well was expected to begin next week.
WATER MAINS:
Clerk Gourley provided information regarding the next round of CDBG funding for water and sewer projects.  The Governing Body indicated its continued desire to make application for funds to improve multiple blocks of substandard water mains.  It was agreed that the current water rates, in place since 1994, should be adjusted in anticipation of the project.
NUISANCES:
Attorney Metz provided an update on the nuisance cases scheduled February 24th in municipal court.  
REC. COMMISSION:
All seven members of the Lincoln Recreation Commission were present to review past operations and future expectations.  City Officials questioned certain practices of the Rec Commission, including:  hosting events out of the county and spending advertising dollars out of county.   David Dohe, President of the Commission, and Rec Director Mindy Wiebke spoke for the Commission, explaining why the actions were deemed necessary.   Attorney Metz reminded everyone that the Recreation Commission was the City of Lincoln’s Recreation Commission, and even though activities were made available to participants outside the city, it should be kept in mind that the City had responsibility for funding and oversight.   It was also noted that a certain amount of “growing pains” should be expected under the circumstances.  The Rec Commission and Director were commended for the number of events and activities made available to all ages.  

Clerk Gourley explained how the revenues and expenses of the Rec Department were included in the City’s annual adopted budget and how fundraising would impact that budget.  With the City Clerk’s office handling the banking, reporting, accounts payable and payroll, however, it was imperative that authorizations and information be made available in as timely a manner as possible.  Ways to lessen the impact on the work load of the City Clerk’s office were also discussed.  It was agreed that it would be preferable for the Rec Commission to hold its regular meetings at a date preceding the City Council meetings.  That would allow time for approvals to be made by the Commission prior to expenditures being made by the Council.
NCRPC:
Councilmember Crispin was designated as the City’s general contact with the North Central Regional Planning Commission.

FOLDING EQUIP.:
Clerk Gourley explained the need to upgrade the Martin Yale automatic folding machine in her office.  She provided three price quotes and made a recommendation.  Crispin moved to purchase the Martin Yale Auto Folder 1501X from Consolidated Printing, Salina, KS, with delivery and training included, for $720.00.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  It was suggested that the old office machine might be donated to another City entity.
RETIREMENT RECEPT.:
Clerk Gourley reported Power Plant Foreman Robert Zachgo was retiring after almost 34 years on the job, and his last day on the payroll would be 2/25/10.   Council authorized a retirement reception to be held in his honor.
CHAMBER BANQUET:
Clerk Gourley explained that two tickets were purchased each year for the annual Chamber Banquet.  
CITY CODE;
Clerk Gourley advised the first draft of the updated codification of ordinances had been received from the League of Kansas Municipalities and would be reviewed as time permitted.
POWER PLANT ENG.:
Superintendent Meyer reported Ted Bunn would be returning the week of February 15th to continue work on the #5 Superior engine at the power plant.
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STREET REPAIRS:
Councilmember Knight asked about the process involved with patching holes in the streets after water main repairs.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Knight moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:52 p.m.









/s/ Rose M Gourley








    
      City Clerk   

