
Council Meeting                                                                                                                          February 9, 2009

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present: Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Gwen Knight, Joel Mahin, and Arletta R. Morse.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  George Miller, Alan Hunter, Amy Hawkinson, Sara Crangle.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the January 12, 2009, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 09-01, for January wages and salaries in the amount of $48,047.66, was presented.  A motion by Mahin, seconded by Morse, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $90,194.27, and unpaid invoices totaling $85,512.31.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Kingan, all said invoices in the amount of $175,706.58, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Six accounts, totaling $1,174.35, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
WATER SYSTEM:
Sara Crangle, North Central Regional Planning Commission, provided information on loans and grants available this year.  Correspondence from KDHE had indicated proposed economic stimulus funding could be available for public water supply projects ready for construction.  Even though the new water well project might fall into this category, City of Lincoln funding was already in place, and application and receipt of loan funds could delay the project even further.   The Governing Body decided not to apply under this category.  They did, however, agree to pursue grant funds under the Community Development Block Grant program, for the replacement of a number of water mains throughout the community.   Ms. Crangle thought the required LMI survey had been done recently enough that it would probably not need to be re-done.  The deadline for applications was in October and engineering estimates should be solicited as soon as the scope of the project was determined.


Other correspondence from KDHE encouraged the Governing Body to attend KanCap training sessions.  The goal of KanCap is to provide water system governing bodies with the information needed to make decisions that help protect the public health.

The City Council examined graphs of the four city wells indicating well depths, cavitation lines, draw-down levels and water levels.  The graphs indicated water levels are at the highest in several years.  The Governing Body decided, however, to leave the mandatory water conservation measures in place for now.
SRTS TRAFFIC CONTROL:  
Superintendent Meyer had contacted John Cashatt, Schwab-Eaton, P.A., engineers for the Safe Routes to Schools project, regarding the traffic control problems reported by Sheriff Black last month.  Mr. Cashatt provided a couple of ideas to resolve the issue.   Regardless of which solution chosen, he said education was the key.  Drivers needed to be made aware of the potentially harmful nature of their driving patterns.  Following further discussion it was decided to order additional signs and paint the yellow lines as indicated in Mr. Cashatt’s Plan I.  It was suggested that if would be beneficial if the changes could be completed during spring break.

HOUSING DEMOLITION:
George Miller requested the City Council initiate action to force owners of the house across the street from his S. 4th Street residence to rehabilitate or sell their property.  He said the City should get more aggressive and pro-active in forcing property owners to comply with minimum housing standards.  He also said he owned and was considering demolition of the house directly south of his S. 4th Street residence and asked what assistance might be available from governmental entities.  It was suggested that he take advantage of Lincoln County’s Disposal of Dilapidated Housing Program.  If conditions are met under this program, the disposal fees are reduced and the City and County will pay part of the cost. 
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HOUSING AUTH APPT.:
Having received a recommendation from the Lincoln Housing Authority, Mayor Stegman re-appointed Doris White to another 4-year term as a member of the Board of Commissioners of the Lincoln Housing Authority.  Morse moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.

PERSONNEL:
Superintendent Meyer presented a performance review for Power Plant Operator Charles White.  Along with his favorable comments, Mr. Meyer recommended that, because of both his performance and prior experience with the City, Mr. White be granted a $1.00 per hour wage increase and receive all appropriate benefits.   Morse made a motion to accept the Superintendent’s recommendation, effective with the February payroll.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.
ZONING:
City Attorney Metz provided information regarding the process to establish zoning regulations in the City.  He advised there was limited zoning in cities the size of Lincoln.  The need to establish and maintain a knowledgeable Planning and Zoning Commission and Comprehensive Plan might prove difficult in a town our size.  Councilmember Knight suggested expanding on the City’s existing ordinances, noting there were numerous abandoned properties throughout the Lincoln community.

CITY HALL BLDG.:
Clerk Gourley reported on several City Hall building needs, including door and frame repairs, flooring maintenance, and accessibility issues.

STREET NAME SIGNS:
Superintendent Meyer had obtained three company quotations for replacement of street name signs.  Following a review of the quotes, Morse moved to accept the proposal provided by National Sign Company (for 222 Flat 6” Embossed Look-Alike Signs with 5 ¼” blade holders and attachments) at a delivered price of $4,446.66.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.  Installation will be done by the City.

EQUIPMENT NEEDS: 
Mayor Stegman reported he had approved the repair of the City’s only loader.  Because of the nature of the problem with the City’s backhoe, he had also instructed Superintendent Meyer to obtain quotes for the purchase of a new backhoe.
COOP ELEVATOR:
Councilmember Knight reported on her response to a telephone complaint regarding the Farmway Coop Elevator expansion project.   She said she had made a trip to the location and spoken with the complaining parties, Alan & Karen Hunter.  The Hunters had made numerous contacts with both the Coop elevator and various regulating authorities regarding the health hazards associated with an increase in the production of grain dust.  It appeared that their inability to get responses to their concerns had increased their frustration levels.  Alan Hunter was present and was given the opportunity to voice his opinions about the situation, as well.  Mr. Hunter was made aware of correspondence from Farmway Coop in which the noise and dust concerns of the neighborhood had been mentioned.
ENGINE REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer was authorized to approve the air cleaner suggested by Ted Bunn for the power plant engines.  Each was priced at $4200.00, and one will be ordered for each Superior engine.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Mahin moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:45 p.m.









S/Rose M Gourley








    
    City Clerk   

