
Council Meeting                                                                                                                        February 11, 2008

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present: D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Rodney Job, Amy Hawkinson, Joe & Debbie Ortiz, James Reynolds, and Debbie Breneman.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the January 14, 2008, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 08-01, for January wages and salaries in the amount of $45,718.02, was presented.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $14,858.32, and unpaid invoices totaling $208,573.84.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Stegman, all said invoices in the amount of $223,432.16, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Eighteen accounts, totaling $2,397.82, were on the list of delinquent utilities.  Clerk Gourley provided information regarding the status of certain accounts submitted to the State Set-off Program.
LIBRARY:
Debbie Ortiz provided an update on the Library Building Improvement Project.  She said over $502,000.00 had been raised for the project, unfortunately, the lowest bid, from Harbin Construction Company, Salina, Ks., came in at $573,000.00.  Including unpaid architect fees, the total unfunded cost of the project was over $77,000.00.  She said the Library Board would be asking the contractor to find ways to reduce the bid price without jeopardizing the quality of the overall project.  Fund-raising activities would be continued.  She also asked that the City consider contributing an additional twenty to thirty thousand dollars to assist in meeting the shortfall.  In the meantime, in order to avoid continuing increases in costs, it was expected that a contract would be signed and construction begun in the near future.
UTILITY BILLING:
James Reynolds advised that, after a discussion with Superintendent Meyer, the issue he had had with a utility service billing had been resolved.  He asked about installation of a security light between his residence and the residence to the north.  Superintendent Meyer advised he would provide Mr. Reynolds with an estimate of the cost.
NIMS COMPLIANCE:
Rodney Job, Lincoln County Emergency Manager, provided a draft of a Resolution entitled, “DESIGNATION OF THE NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (NIMS) AS THE INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM TO BE USED FOR PLANNING, RESPONDING, RECOVERY AND MITIGATING FROM BOTH NATURAL AND MANMADE DISASTERS WITHIN THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS.”  He said NIMS provides for a consistent nationwide approach for governments to work together to recover from local incidents and to standardize procedures during emergencies or disasters.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, to adopt Resolution No. 08-01.  Motion carried.  Mr. Job also advised the City’s new sirens needed radio transponders installed to become NIMS compliant, at an approximate cost of $1500.00 per siren.  Council suggested he obtain bids for the purchase and installation of the necessary equipment 
WATER SYSTEM:
Chris Cox, Schwab-Eaton, P.A., had provided a rough estimate of the Project Cost to install a new well in the Gabelmann Well field.  It was noted that the estimate was almost 50% higher than the one provided in the April, 2005, Preliminary Engineering Report.  He had indicated he would be working on the engineering design and would provide the City with an Engineering Agreement in the near future.

SIDEWALKS:
Mayor Vignery gave a report on his conversations with Schwab-Eaton Engineer John Cashatt regarding the installation of a sidewalk between the City Park and the Lincoln Junior Senior High School.  (The sidewalk had been part of the Safe Routes to Schools Grant Application turned down by KDOT.)  It now appeared that the cost would be dramatically increased in order to accommodate the drainage area.  It was unknown whether
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USD 298 would be sharing in the additional cost.  Councilmembers expressed the desire to pin down the costs in order to better determine if the project was really necessary at this time.
ENERGY BILLING:
A Summary of the EMP2 Line of Credit was provided by KMEA staff.  Clerk Gourley and Superintendent Meyer discussed some of the billing issues and other obstacles associated with the EMP2 Operations.  The cost to purchase energy had dramatically increased in the last few months and all of the funding matters were still not resolved.  Clerk Gourley reported the electric fund was currently operating at a loss.  She suggested the rates would need to be adjusted soon unless the City wanted to continue to utilize reserves to make up the difference.
NUISANCES:
Mayor Vignery reported on the conversations he had had with the owner of record for a nuisance property on East South Street.
ALLEY VACATION:
Attorney Metz provided a draft of an ordinance which would vacate the west alley between High Street and Park Street.  He said there was some discrepancy in the record of whether this vacation had been previously done.  The ordinance will be considered at the next meeting.
SNOW REMOVAL:
Councilmembers commended the City Crew for the excellent snow removal following several snow storms this year.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:35 p.m.









S/Rose M Gourley








    
    City Clerk   

