
Council Meeting                                                                                                                        February 12, 2007

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present: Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman. Councilmember absent:  Craig Ledet.  Official present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitor in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  George Miller.   
MINUTES:
Minutes of the January 8, 2007, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 07-01, for January wages and salaries in the amount of $50,016.72, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,950.66, leaving a net City payroll of $48,066.06.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $1,513.83, and unpaid invoices totaling $153,869.70.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices in the amount of $155,383.53, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Five accounts, totaling $507.53, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
FSA SIGNATORIES:
Stegman made a motion that the Mayor be authorized to sign Farm Service Agency documents on behalf of the City of Lincoln Center, Kansas, and that, in the absence of the Mayor, the President of the Council or City Clerk have the same authority.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried. 
LIBRARY GRANT:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Florence, Mayor Vignery was authorized to sign all necessary documents associated with the Library’s Heritage Trust Fund Grant Application.

WATER SYSTEM:
Council discussed the possibility of applying for Water and Sewer Category Community Development Block Grant funds to replace deteriorating water mains in several locations throughout the City.  It was suggested that Superintendent Meyer begin gathering necessary data to facilitate the application and that someone attend one of the application workshops being held in the near future. 

Mayor Vignery had contacted Schwab-Eaton Engineer Chris Cox regarding the status of the water well development and was told that drillers should be back here before the end of March.      


U S TOWER BLDG.:
The Governing Body reviewed a communication from U S Tower Corporation President/Owner Bruce Kopitar in which Mr. Kopitar, because of the need to increase production up to 10 times U S Tower’s current level and facilitate the fabrication and assembly process, had requested permission to remove major portions of the interior structure of the U S Tower building.  He also asked that the City provide financial assistance with reconstruction of restroom and break room facilities meeting OSHA and ADA standards, assist with removal and dumping of materials, and pay associated dumping fees.  No estimate of costs was provided.   Discussion followed.  Stegman moved to approve the tenant request to remove certain portions of the building.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  It was agreed that no commitment of City assistance could be made at this time without knowing the cost involved.  
Mayor Vignery reported the current tenant had a strong desire to purchase the U S Tower facility if a sale price could be negotiated.  Because the property had been acquired with Federal and State funds, several issues needed to be resolved, including provisions of a 15-year mortgage and lien held by the Economic Development Administration requiring determination of “fair market value” and repayment of EDA’s share of the project, the Kansas Department of Commerce’s position relative to the KEIOF Loan Agreement, and costs associated with requested renovations.  While the City Council had no opposition to the sale, it was decided to delay further discussion until these, and other matters, could be resolved.
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SIDEWALKS:
The Governing Body considered the issue of replacing the sidewalk west of the City Hall building and the need to remove two or three trees in the process.  There followed a motion by Stegman,  seconded  by   Morse, that said sidewalk be replaced as soon as time and weather permitted, and that the two Chinese elm trees whose roots were causing the present buckling of the sidewalk be removed.  Motion carried.

ENERGY CONTRACTS:
Consideration of the Participation Agreements for the KMEA Power Pool Project and Base Load Project was postponed until KMEA representatives were available for the discussion.
   

PERSONNEL:
The resignation of Office Clerk Pam Korff was accepted, with regret.

Clerk Gourley reported a retirement reception honoring Ron Mason was planned for February 23rd from 3-5 p.m. at City Hall.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:10 p.m. Stegman moved to recess into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss matters relating to non-elected personnel.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Clerk Gourley and Superintendent Meyer were invited to remain in the executive session. 

The regular meeting resumed at 8:15 p.m.

CONCEALED CARRY:
There was some discussion of the concealed weapon law and its impact on City facilities.  Council decided to postpone any action until the City Attorney could be present.
BIKING ACROSS KS.:
Clerk Gourley provided an update on the Biking Across Kansas visit being planned for June 12, 2007.  The Council voiced no objections to providing the bicyclists free admission to the municipal swimming pool and to allowing the use of the City’s van for shuttling participants, if needed.
WATER TOWER INSP.:
Superintendent Meyer was authorized to arrange for the inspection and washout of the city’s water tower by Utility Service Co., Inc., at a cost of $1350.00.  The last inspection was done in 2005.
STREETS:
The Governing Body indicated its desire to have as much street work done as possible this summer.  Superintendent Meyer suggested that, in order to eliminate duplication of work, the water main replacement project be kept in mind when determining which streets to reseal.
ANIMAL SHELTER:
Problems associated with the impoundment of out-of-town dogs at the City’s animal shelter were reported and discussed.   No changes were made to the policy allowing for out-of-town impoundments in emergency situations; however, it was suggested that impoundments could be denied in cases where previous impoundment fees and expenses were not paid.

CEMETERY FENCE:
Correspondence was received from Jack Crispin regarding the City’s project to improve or replace the fencing at the City Cemetery.  Mr. Crispin expressed his opinion and concern that the “post rock” heritage be maintained and suggested that the limestone posts be retained, if not increased, in any future project.
REAL PROPERTY:
It was noted that the City had received a Quit Claim Deed from the Kansas Department of Transportation for the property located directly east of the Lincoln Cemetery, containing approximately 3.42 acres and formerly used as a state road side park.  A restrictive covenant prohibited the use of the land for outdoor advertising purposes. 
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Florence, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:35 p.m.









S/Rose M Gourley








    
    City Clerk   

