
Council Meeting                                                                                                                          March 8, 2004

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present: Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Glenn M. Stegman.  Official present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Attorney Daniel D. Metz arrived at 7:35 p.m.  Also present:  Superintendent Ron Mason, Office Clerk Tracy White.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for portions of the meeting:  Doug McKinney, Philip McKinney, Sharon Thompson, Angela Davied, Rita Haring, John Baetz, Mandi Crist, Sheriff Lamar McLeod.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the February 9, 2004, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 04-02, for February wages and salaries in the amount of $44,757.22, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,713.80, leaving a net City payroll of $43,043.42.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Crispin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts payable listings were reviewed, with prepaid invoices in the amount of $99,962.95 (Emerson Construction’s Pay Estimate No. 10 included,) and unpaid invoices totaling $104,455.71.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Crispin, all said accounts payable, in the amount of $204,418.66, were approved.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Eight accounts, totaling $721.03, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
USD 298 TRACK:
Sharon Thompson, representing members of the community interested in improving the track at Mettner Field, gave background information and goals for the project.  She said USD 298 committed the funds to repair a portion of the existing track, but the ultimate goal of installing a rubberized track had not been financed.  A company had provided a very good quote to do the job for approximately $57,000.00; however, there was a short time frame to raise the funds.  She was expecting to form a committee of community leaders interested in coordinating and discussing this improvement, and others, and asked that one City Councilmember and the Mayor serve on that committee.  Councilmember Ledet volunteered for the position.  Rita Haring spoke of the importance of the track for the “Relay for Life” event where thousands of dollars were raised each year to fight cancer.  Angela Davied, representing the Leadership Group, encouraged support of the project.  Mandi Crist, speaking for track coach Steve Crist, said there was a track and field tradition in Lincoln and hoped that it could be maintained.  John Baetz said this project could be looked upon as a building block for community improvement.  Ms. Thompson also presented copies of a list of signatures of support that had been submitted to USD 298 Boardmembers.

Following discussion later in the meeting, a motion was made by Kingan, seconded by Ledet, that the City commit Special Park and Recreation funds in the amount of $2,000.00 to the track improvement project.  Motion carried.
LANDLORD LIABILITY:
Landlord liability for unpaid utilities was again brought up for discussion.  Clerk Gourley provided information on the subject dating back to 1990, including a report of landlord payments made from 9-12-90 to 1-22-04, notes from a League meeting in 1990, and an Attorney General’s Opinion of the process of imposing liens dated 06-07-95.  She also advised SB 328, currently before a House Local Government Committee, would prohibit cities from requiring that landlords be ultimately responsible for tenants’ unpaid utility bills.  The League of Kansas Municipalities, representing many cities across the state, would be opposing the bill.  As another means of collecting unpaid debts, information regarding the State Setoff Program was also provided by Clerk Gourley.  Council decided to take no action until a decision on SB 328 was concluded.
PARK/POOL/CEMET.:
The City Council authorized the placement of advertisements for swimming pool manager, pool lifeguards, and park and cemetery maintenance worker positions.


A report of pool expenditures and receipts for the past 2 years was presented for review.

POST ROCK APTS.:
A motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve the proposed budget for the Post Rock Apartments for the year ending March 31, 2005.  Motion carried.
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HOUSING APPNT.:
Mayor Vignery appointed Keith Vestal to serve an unexpired four-year term as a member of the Lincoln Housing Authority Board, said position made vacant by the recent death of Boardmember Harold Anderson.  Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.
KMEA DIRECTOR:
Upon motion by Florence, seconded by Crispin, Craig Ledet was appointed as the City of Lincoln Center’s “Governing Body Member”  to serve on the Board of Directors of the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency for a two-year term beginning May 1, 2004.  Motion carried.
SEWER LAGOON SYST.:
A public hearing was held at 8:00 p.m. to review specific activities related to the municipal wastewater treatment system improvement project.  Project Administrator Doug McKinney explained the purpose of the hearing, and comments were solicited from the public.  Superintendent Mason advised the system had been operational for some time and was working well.  A motion was made by Florence, seconded by Stegman, that Schwab-Eaton’s final Engineering Statement 8, in the amount of $1,641.01 and NCRPC’s final Administration Invoice #4, in the amount of $3,000.00, be approved.  Motion carried.  Execution of Grant Close Out documents provided by Mr. McKinney was also authorized.
WATER PLANT STUDY:
Doug McKinney reported he had been in touch with Engineer Chris Cox, regarding the Water Treatment Plant study contracted for last year.  Mr. Cox advised he planned to get going on that project in the near future.
FINANCE:
Clerk Gourley presented and explained the contents of a four year report on revenue and expense trends.  She said she was concerned about the loss of revenues and increase in expenditures affecting the City’s bottom line.

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT:
Mayor Vignery reported on a recently held meeting of the Housing Development Committee.  Price of lots, restrictions on construction, and financing options had been discussed.  Kaw Valley Engineering, Inc., had provided a letter outlining the scope of Phase I of the project, completing surveys and a storm drainage analysis to determine the 100-year flood elevation.  There followed a motion by Ledet, seconded by Stegman, that the City approve the hiring of Kaw Valley Engineering, for a lump sum of $3,000.00 for this phase of the project.  Motion carried.
STREETS/MAILBOXES:
A motion was made by Kingan, seconded by Stegman, that the City enact a regulation to require the face of mail boxes located on City right of way to be placed 12” from the back of the curb.  Motion carried.  Mayor Vignery said he would notify the Post Office.

SNOW EQUIPMENT:
Superintendent Mason suggested consideration of a snow blower purchase be delayed until fall, at which time the City’s winter equipment needs would be more readily known.
INSURANCE:
Superintendent Mason reported an issue had developed with the City’s insurance provider.  Even though a certain employee currently holds a valid driver’s license, because of his history of DUI’s, the City’s insurance carrier had required signatures stating that said employee would not be allowed to operate any city vehicles.  Upon further contact with the insurance company, that restriction was limited to tagged vehicles.  City Attorney Metz suggested the City obtain written confirmation that the employee would be allowed to operate untagged vehicles and equipment.
CAPACITOR CONTROLS:
Superintendent Mason presented an Addendum to the Capacitor Controls Project previously approved with Mid-States Energy Works, Inc.  During the process of inspection and configuration of the equipment required, it was determined that additional equipment was necessary, at a cost of $2,145.00.  Stegman moved to approve the purchase of the additional equipment.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.
LAW ENFORCEMENT:
Copies of House Bill 2805 had been distributed to the Governing Body.  Said bill would provide for new city-county consolidated law enforcement following approval of the proposition by the electorate at a general election in November.  Some Councilmembers questioned why the City of Lincoln was named as supporting the bill even though the subject had never been brought before the Council.  It was  noted  that HB 2805 had passed the House and would be before a Senate Committee tomorrow.  Mayor Vignery advised he had attended the House hearing, along with the Sylvan Mayor and Lincoln County Commission Chairman.
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RES. CONS. & DEVELOP.:
Correspondence had been received from Monty Breneman, District Conservationist, inviting the City Council and Mayor to attend an informational meeting regarding the Resource Conservation & Development Program and how it could be utilized in Lincoln County.  The meeting would be held at the Finch Theater on Monday, March 15, 2004, at 7:30 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Crispin.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:10 p.m.







S/Rose M. Gourley






    City Clerk
