
Council Meeting                                                                                                            March 8, 2010

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Gwen Knight, Joel Mahin, and Arletta R. Morse.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley, Deputy Clerk Heather N. Simms.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Terry Finch, Amy Hawkinson, Sheriff Russ Black, and Melissa Hensley.  
MINUTES:
Minutes of the February 8, 2010, regular meeting and February 26, 2010, special meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 10-02, for February wages and salaries in the amount of $49,163.42, was presented.  A motion by Mahin, seconded by Knight, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable listings were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $86,436.24 and unpaid invoices totaling $55,850.16.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Kingan, all said invoices, in the amount of $142,286.40, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Five accounts, totaling $385.44, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
MUNICIPAL POOL:
The City Council authorized the placement of advertisements for swimming pool manager and pool lifeguards.
STREET R-O-W/PARKING:
Sheriff Black asked the Governing Body how it wished him to proceed in a situation regarding the private use of public parking.  Specifically, an untagged trailer and boat had been parked for weeks on the S. 5th Street right-of-way.  Personal issues between adjoining commercial property owners had developed into a feud over who could park where.  Attorney Metz explained that parking areas on street right-of-ways were open to public use.  Following further discussion, Council agreed that the boat and trailer should be removed from the right-of-way.
UTILITY DEPOSITS:
Melissa Hensley requested the City Council reduce the deposit required for her to obtain utility service at Gardenwalk Apartments.  She said she was now a full time student and could not afford to move back into Lincoln with her son unless she was granted some relief from the sizeable deposit imposed.  City Code Section 15-105(f) provides that any customer requesting service who previously had the service discontinued for nonpayment or failed to pay a final bill, shall make a cash deposit up to double the highest previous bill.  Deputy Clerk Simms advised Ms. Hensley had been disconnected for nonpayment on May 1, 2009.   No payments had been made by Ms. Hensley since that time.  Following further questions from the Governing Body, Morse moved to deny the request.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.
KMEA DIRECTOR:
Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Knight, Arletta R. Morse was appointed to serve as the City of Lincoln Center’s Director #2 on the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency Board of Directors.

KMEA/GRDA RES. 10-02:
Resolution No. 10-02, entitled “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT, BETWEEN THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, AND THE KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY RELATING TO THE PURCHASE OF ELECTRICITY BY THE CITY FROM THE KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY (GRDA PROJECT) FOR SALE OR USE BY THE CITY; AND MAKING CERTAIN COVENANTS AND AGREEMENTS TO PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT AND SECURITY THEREOF AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN OTHER DOCUMENTS AND ACTIONS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH,” was introduced.  Said Resolution would provide for the supply of electricity from the Grand River Dam Authority (GRDA), a governmental agency of  the  State of  Oklahoma, effective approximately  June 1, 2013,
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the date when firm transmission is anticipated to be secured through the Southwest Power Pool (SPP.)  Crispin moved to adopt Resolution No. 10-02.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried. 
ENGINE REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer gave a progress report on engine repairs at the Power Plant.  He said Ted Bunn was to return next week and start the re-assembly process for the #5 Superior engine.  He also reported the #1 Superior and Nordberg engines had been operated for a period of time last week.

CDBG WATER PROJ.:
Superintendent Meyer advised the Water Well project was nearing completion with only the radio controls and road work still to be done.   Mayor Stegman provided information regarding the installation of a smaller pump at the new well.


Clerk Gourley explained that Ranson Financial Consultants, LLC, was in the process of performing a Water Rate Check-up for the City.  Ranson makes the program available at no cost with a grant funded through KDHE. 

JOB DESCRIPTION:
A job description for Power Plant Foreman was reviewed.  Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Crispin, said job description was approved.

PERSONNEL:
Superintendent Meyer recommended Charles White be promoted to Power Plant Foreman, and with the additional duties assigned, be granted a $2.00 hourly wage increase, effective with the March payroll.  Crispin moved to approve said recommendation, seconded by Kingan.  Motion carried.

HEALTH INS./CHIPRA:
Clerk Gourley explained that the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2009 (CHIPRA,) required employers to provide notice to employees regarding potential opportunities currently available in the State in which they reside.  The CHIP notices are meant to inform employees about premium assistance under Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program.  With that in mind, a model notice had been prepared for distribution to employees.  Knight moved to approve the form of notice, seconded by Mahin.  Motion carried. 
NUISANCES:
Attorney Metz reported on the status of the nuisance cases filed in Municipal Court.  Two had been found guilty after trial, two had been dismissed after a determination was made that the nuisances had been abated, and one still had an appearance pending. 

Clerk Gourley reported that the time had expired on another Notice to Abate Health Nuisance for a property on E. Yauger Street.  No request for hearing had been made nor had the condition been abated.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:15 p.m., Crispin moved to enter into executive session for 10 minutes for the purpose of consultation with an attorney on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  Clerk Gourley and Superintendent Meyer were invited to attend.  The Governing Body returned to regular session at 8:23 p.m.

BUILDING PERMIT:
Crispin moved that the City explore the possibility of implementing a requirement for a commercial building permit.  Motion seconded by Knight, carried.
EDUCATION:
Clerk Gourley advised she would be attending the City Clerk’s Conference being held in Wichita on March 10-12.
RETIREMENT RECEPTION:
Clerk Gourley reported the retirement reception honoring Bob Zachgo was scheduled for March 25, 2010, from 3-5 p.m., at City Hall.
LKM ANNIVERSARY:
The City Council recognized the importance of the League of Kansas Municipalities, however, due to budget concerns, decided not to pay for a sponsorship to the 100 year anniversary celebration.

DANCE CLASSES:
The Governing Body was made aware of damage to the upstairs floor at City Hall, apparently resulting from the use of tap shoes on the tiled floor.  It was decided that the dance classes could continue to be held as long as the floors were protected from damage.  Portable dance flooring was a possible solution for the Recreation Commission activity. 
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ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:37 p.m.








/s/ Rose M. Gourley







     City Clerk
