
Council Meeting                                                                                                            March 9, 2009

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Gwen Knight, and Joel Mahin.  Councilmember absent:  Arletta R. Morse. Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for portions of the meeting:  Jim Gabelmann, Amy Hawkinson, and Debbie Ortiz.     
MINUTES:
Minutes of the February 9, 2009, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 09-02, for February wages and salaries in the amount of $48,206.47, was presented.  A motion by Crispin, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable listings were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $69,486.99 and unpaid invoices totaling $65,453.66.  Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Knight, all said invoices, in the amount of $134,940.65, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Seven accounts, totaling $1,173.74, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
LIBRARY:
Debbie Ortiz, Library Board President, gave a progress report on the Library Improvement Project.  She said the project was almost complete, and she expected to be doing a walk through with a “punch list” at the end of next week.  There would be some delay, however, in the re-opening date because of the time frame for delivery of some new bookcases.  In order to make the new library sign more visible, she asked if the City could remove a tree on the corner of the library property.  Council had no objections if the Superintendent could work it in to his projects.  Mrs. Ortiz thanked the Governing Body for all its support for the project, stating that the improvement would benefit the community for years to come.


Clerk Gourley advised the City’s insurance provider had indicated the premium for the library building would more than double following completion of the project.  She said there would undoubtedly be other increased expenses and suggested the library provide a 2010 budget estimate for the City’s use.  In order for the Library Board to be able to pay its own additional expenses, she would attempt to increase the Library levy in the City’s 2010 Budget. 

LIBRARY APPNTMNT:
Mayor Stegman appointed Lynne Metz to a four-year term as a member of the Library Board, effective May 1, 2009, replacing Debbie Ortiz, who will have served the maximum consecutive terms allowed.  Crispin moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.

CITY HALL DOORS:  
Quality Glass LLC, Great Bend, KS, provided a proposal to replace the City Hall front door entrance and power closer for $4,874.00 and to replace the City Hall back door for $3,106.00.  Following discussion, Mahin moved to approve said proposal.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.
KDOT RR CROSSING:
The Governing Body discussed the KDOT Railroad Crossing Safety Program and how it applied to crossings in the City of Lincoln.  KDOT had provided an Agreement for the placement of advance warning devices on sections of the street system at all passive crossings located within the City.   The Council felt they needed additional time to investigate the terms of the agreement, especially regarding the future maintenance requirement.
CEMETERY:
Jim Gabelmann asked that the Governing Body consider a requirement that casket burials in the Lincoln City Cemetery have an outside container.  It would reduce the settling of the graves and damage to the caskets.  He said there were very few cemeteries that did not have this requirement.  The City’s Sexton, Lee Modrow, approved of the change, as well.  It was decided that an ordinance
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amending the appropriate section of the City Code would need to be passed.  The matter will be pursued.


Mr. Gabelmann also made the City Council aware that Post Rock Funeral Services would soon begin providing a service to the public to straighten grave markers and stones in cemeteries.
MUNICIPAL POOL:
The City Council authorized the placement of advertisements for swimming pool manager and pool lifeguards.  A report of pool income and expenses for the past three years was reviewed.  Information regarding compliance with the VGB Pool and Spa Safety Act was provided.  It was decided that further investigation was warranted.
KMEA DIRECTOR:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Mahin, Gwen Knight was appointed to serve as the City of Lincoln Center’s Director #1 on the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency Board of Directors.

ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
Clerk Gourley relayed a request from APAC, Inc., asking that the Governing Body consider reducing the electric rate charged the Quartzite facility if the company changes its operations to reduce its load during peak times.  Superintendent Meyer advised he had brought the request before the EMP2 group.  It did not appear that any of the other cities in the group were doing anything similar, and, because of the hourly fluctuations in rates, such action would not be advisable without  a thorough study.
ENGINE REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer gave a progress report on the Superior #1 engine repair at the Power Plant.  He said Ted Bunn would be returning later this week to continue work.  Air cleaner delivery was causing some delay, but there was plenty to work on, with Mr. Bunn expected to begin working on the next Superior engine as soon as possible.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:33 p.m. Councilmember Crispin moved to go into executive session with the City Attorney, City Clerk, and City Superintendent, for a period of 10 minutes, for the purpose of discussing land acquisition.   Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  The Governing Body returned to open session at 8:40 p.m.
STREETS/TK PARKING:
It was reported that there have been numerous violations of the City Code prohibiting semi truck parking on city streets.   It had been determined that the practice causes damage to city streets and, especially with limited funds available to make repairs, the prohibition should be enforced.  It was suggested that the Sheriff be contacted regarding stepped-up enforcement.
NUISANCES:
Attorney Metz reported a couple of nuisance properties, on Franklin Street and on S. 1st Street, had been cleaned up.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:46 p.m. Crispin moved to go into executive session with the City Attorney, City Clerk, and City Superintendent, for a period of 15 minutes, for the purpose of discussing matters deemed privileged under the attorney/client relationship.  The Governing Body returned to open session at 9:01 p.m.

EDUCATION:
Clerk Gourley advised she would be attending the City Clerk’s Conference being held in Wichita on March 11-13th.

SRTS SIGNAGE:
Superintendent Meyer agreed that the City could paint the additional markings on Yauger Street north of the Grade School during Spring Break, weather permitting.

SIDEWALK REPAIR:
Mayor Stegman suggested the sidewalks in front of City Hall were in need of repair.  Superintendent Meyer said he had plans to do so when time allows.

TRAFFIC CONTROL:
The practice of making illegal U-turns across double yellow lines in the business district was again discussed.  Attorney Metz said he thought the Standard Traffic Ordinance addressed this issue and it could be enforced.
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WATER CONSERVATION:
It was suggested that another notice be placed in the paper reminding water customers of the mandatory water conservation measures still in place.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Kingan moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:08 p.m.








S/Rose M. Gourley







    City Clerk
