
Council Meeting                                                                                                           March 10, 2008

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for portions of the meeting:  Amy Hawkinson, Kylie McBride, Kae Hayworth, Stephan Smith, Mitch Kobbeman, and Amanda Uhl.     
MINUTES:
Minutes of the February 11, 2008, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 08-02, for February wages and salaries in the amount of $42,103.43, was presented.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable listings were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $21,366.71, and unpaid invoices totaling $187,970.40.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices, in the amount of $209,337.11, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Fifteen accounts, totaling $1,617.82, were on the list of delinquent utilities.  Clerk Gourley asked if the collection fees for the Set-off Program (approximately 18.4%) should be written off when payment was received from the State.  The Council felt the delinquent customer should be held responsible for the entire balance, including the collection fees, and that a record should be kept of the balance owed in case the customer ever wanted to receive service again.
REC.  DIRECTOR:
Stephan Smith, Lincoln Recreation Commission Chairman, asked that the City Council waive the residency requirement for the Recreation Director. He said the Rec Commission had interviewed eight applicants and felt that Stacy Meitler was the most qualified for the position. She was presently employed with the Russell Recreation Department and had several years of experience at that location. With her experience she could “hit the ground running” in Lincoln. However, she lived just outside the Lincoln County line in Russell County and would not be able to relocate into Lincoln County. Following a short discussion, Stegman moved to waive the Lincoln County residency requirement for the Recreation Director under the special circumstances approved by the Lincoln Recreation Commission.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried. 
MUNICIPAL POOL:
The City Council authorized the placement of advertisements for swimming pool manager and pool lifeguards.  A report of pool income and expenses for the past two years was reviewed. In 2007, the income was $9,261.68 and expenses $22,329.61. Although the pool revenues had decreased, Clerk Gourley advised the figures were pretty typical year after year. She said the City taxpayers had always subsidized the operation of the pool and she did not expect that to change without a drastic increase in fees.  Such action was not favored by the Governing Body.
FIRE SIREN RADIOS:
Rod Job, Lincoln County Emergency Management Director, had provided two quotes for radio controls for the two new warning sirens.  Stegman moved to approve the quotation provided by Ka-Comm, Inc., in the amount of $3,974.00.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.
HOUSING AUTHORITY:
Mayor Vignery re-appointed Jerry Wollesen to a 4-year term as Commissioner of the Lincoln Housing Authority.   Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

LIBRARY PROJECT:
Regarding the additional funds requested for the Library Improvement Project, it was decided that it was too early in the budget year to make a commitment of that size.
KMEA DIRECTOR:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, Arletta R. Morse was re-appointed to serve as the City of Lincoln Center’s Director #2 on the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency Board of Directors.
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ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
In order to facilitate the implementation of real-time metering and EMP2 operation, the Governing Body authorized the acquisition of high-speed internet for the Power Plant. An EMP2 Participant Escrow Agreement with the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency was presented. The Agreement provided for the establishment of a line-of-credit facility for the EMP2 pool of cities. It also provided the standards under which KMEA and the Lender would operate the line-of-credit. Stegman moved to authorize the Mayor to execute said Agreement. Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
WATER SUPPLY:
An Agreement between Schwab-Eaton, P.A., Consulting Engineers, and the City of Lincoln, Kansas, was presented. Said Agreement was for the purpose of obtaining detailed plans and specifications and other professional engineering services for the development of a new public water supply well and appurtenances. The design and bidding services would be provided for a lump sum of $18,400.00.  Administration, construction inspection, and other services would be provided for a sum not to exceed $7,650.00.  Following a short discussion of the Gabelmann easement to the new well, Stegman moved to authorize Mayor Vignery and Clerk Gourley to execute said Agreement.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.
PERSONNEL:
In order to allow time to resolve some specific issues, Superintendent Meyer recommended and requested that the training period for a new power plant employee be extended for three months. Council agreed with the request.
ALLEY VACATION:
There came on for consideration an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE VACATING THE ALLEY THAT EXTENDS FROM HIGH STREET ON THE NORTH TO PARK STREET ON THE SOUTH WHICH IS SITUATED BETWEEN LOTS TWO (2) THROUGH SIXTEEN (16) ON THE WEST AND LOTS SEVENTEEN (17) AND EIGHTEEN (18) ON THE EAST IN BLOCK EIGHT (8), WEST PART FAIRMOUNT ADDITION TO THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, LINCOLN COUNTY, KANSAS.” Stegman moved to pass said Ordinance. Motion seconded by Mahin.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted in favor of its passage: Kingan, Ledet, Mahin, Morse, Stegman. Opposed: None. The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #668 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City newspaper.
MEIER LEASE:
City Attorney Metz provided a Cash Farm Lease for Tim Meier to farm the unused acreage in the Industrial Park as well as the unused Sheppard acreage east of Yauger Creek. Both tracts are currently planted to brome grass. A motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said lease, subject to certain changes noted.  Motion carried.  Council agreed to lease the land for a cash price of $15.00 per acre.
VOID O/S CHECK:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, Clerk Gourley was given authorization to void one check, outstanding for over a year, in the amount of $124.58.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:25 p.m. Stegman moved to enter into executive session for 15 minutes for the purpose of discussing the acquisition of real estate.  The City Attorney, City Clerk, and City Superintendent were invited to attend the executive session.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  The Governing Body returned to regular session at 8:40 p.m.  Stegman moved to make an offer to purchase the real property located at 213 W. Lincoln Ave.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  It was anticipated that the storage area of the building would be used as a warehouse for City equipment and supplies, and the office area would be used to house the new Recreation Director.
FAIR HOUSING:
Mayor Vignery signed a Proclamation celebrating 40 years of Fair Housing and declaring the month of April as Fair Housing Month.
EQUIPMENT:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, Superintendent Meyer was authorized to purchase a hoe clamp for the backhoe at a cost of $3,576.00.   Superintendent Meyer also reported he was trying to locate a boring machine for the City Water Department.
NOISE ORDINANCE:
Councilmember Kingan brought up some “Noise Ordinance” issues.
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ICE STORM:
The City Council decided to extend the deadline to March 28th for the City to remove limbs downed in the December ice storm.  Only those limbs piled next to the curbs would be removed by City Crews.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:50 p.m.








S/Rose M. Gourley







    City Clerk
