
Council Meeting                                                                                                           March 12, 2007

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Arletta R. Morse, Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse Meyer.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for portions of the meeting:  Bob White, Amy Hawkinson, Sheri Jonsson, Joel Mahin, Tammy Voeltz, Lisa Feldkamp, Darlene Meier, Jo Wallace, Kathy Moss, and Megan Huehl.   
MINUTES:
Minutes of the February 12, 2007, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 07-02, for February wages and salaries in the amount of $42,133.22, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,876.15, leaving a net City payroll of $40,257.07.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable listings were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $1,774.42, and unpaid invoices totaling $106,736.81.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices, in the amount of $108,511.23, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Nine accounts, totaling $800.37, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
REC.  DIRECTOR:
Sheri Jonsson, representing members of the Lincoln Leadership Class, spoke to the Governing Body, encouraging its support of a Recreation Program for Lincoln County.  She reviewed a rough draft of an annual budget, estimated at $51,000.00, explaining how and where the figures had been obtained.  She stated the City was being approached first but the County and School would be contacted also.  Attorney Metz spoke about the relevant statutes involved when establishing a Recreation Commission, whether alone or jointly with a school district, along with the petition and election requirements.  Funding possibilities were discussed.  Attorney Metz said he would contact the League of Kansas Municipalities regarding options available.  The City Council expressed its support of some form of recreation program and commended the Leadership Group’s efforts.
PARK/POOL/CEMETERY:
The City Council authorized the placement of advertisements for swimming pool manager, pool lifeguards, and park and cemetery maintenance worker positions.
HOUSING AUTHORITY:
Mayor Vignery re-appointed Robert Slater to a 4-year term as Commissioner of the Lincoln Housing Authority.   Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

PERSONNEL/OFC CLERK:
Upon motion by Florence, seconded by Morse, the employment of Cynthia Heina as half-time Office Clerk in the City Clerk’s office, at $9.00 per hour, was approved.
RESIGNATION/PWR PLNT:
The resignation of Power Plant Operator Jeff Campbell was accepted, effective March 16, 2007.  Superintendent Meyer was authorized to advertise for the position.

U S TOWER BLDG.:
Correspondence had been received from Bruce Kopitar, President, providing information regarding the installation of a new overhead crane system at the U S Tower building, with supporting posts and beams, all being erected at the expense of U S Tower Corporation.  
In regard to the sale of the facility, the Kansas Department of Commerce had released the City from any future obligations associated with the KEOIF Loan.  A broker’s appraisal had been received from Mid West eServices, Inc., and had been submitted to EDA, along with a letter requesting authorization to sell the property.  The EDA, however, had requested further information regarding the use of funds received in the event of a sale.  It appeared that the funds could only be used to further development of private business and could not be used  to improve general  public facilities.
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Further discussion followed regarding possible uses of the funds and the price to set for the facility.  Thereafter, Stegman moved to authorize the Mayor to offer the building for sale at $250,000.00.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
KMEA DIRECTOR:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, Craig L. Ledet was re-appointed to serve as the City of Lincoln Center’s Director #1 on the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency Board of Directors.

ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
A Metering Services Agreement with the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency was presented.   The Agreement provided for a coordination of power supply sources with other Kansas cities in an effort to obtain lower costs when accessing the competitive wholesale market for electricity.  KMEA would assist its member cities in this effort.  Final pricing of the metering equipment and installation was available and indicated the City of Lincoln’s cost for the labor would be $25,458.00 and Sunflower Electric’s cost for the materials would be $35,800.00.  Stegman moved to authorize Mayor Vignery to execute said Metering Services Agreement on behalf of the City.  Motion seconded by Florence, carried.

Correspondence received from Aquila, dated February 28, 2007, indicated the transfer of its Kansas Electric Division assets to Mid-Kansas Electric Company, LLC, was anticipated to be April 1, 2007.  Superintendent Meyer reported additional assessments to the cities should be expected for the Aquila/MKEC intervention.  In addition, another meeting with Aquila cities regarding KMEA Power Pool and Base Load Projects was scheduled for March 22, 2007.  More information would be forthcoming following that meeting.
TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Clerk Gourley said she had been asked by a sheriff’s deputy if the City would obtain the electronic version of the Standard Traffic Ordinance, in order to download it onto their vehicle computers.  She questioned whether the two traffic cases filed in municipal court in 2006 justified the additional expense, and hard copy versions had already been purchased at the time of the adoption of the 2006 edition.  In any case, she suggested the purchase be delayed until after the 2007 edition of the STO was released, thereby ensuring any newly enacted legislation would be incorporated.  Attorney Metz questioned whether the electronic version allowed for addition of local traffic ordinances.  No action was taken pending further review.
ANIMAL SHELTER:
Clerk Gourley advised the Barnard City Clerk had asked about using the City’s Animal Shelter for housing dogs impounded for Barnard city ordinance violations.  Due to the additional time required for the city crew in caring for the dogs, cleaning up the shelter, transportation costs, euthanasia expenses, and administrative complications, the request was denied.  Emergency situations would still be allowed.
WATER TOWER LEASE:
The Governing Body reviewed a “Roof Top Lease Agreement” from Nex-Tech Wireless, LLC.  Said lease, initially for a term of ten years, would allow the Lessee to install radio communications equipment on the City’s water tower and place a 10’ x 15’ building at the lease site.  Superintendent Meyer had concerns about the number of cables attached to the tower legs and interference with other communications gear already attached to the tower.  A decision was postponed pending resolution of these issues.
CONCEALED CARRY:
It was decided to delay consideration of any concealed carry issues until the state legislature finished its deliberations this year.

SURPLUS PROPERTY:
A request to purchase one of the old Gateway computers had been received.  If the computers were not needed in any other locations, it was suggested they be offered for public bid, along with any other surplus property the City might have. 
TRAFFIC SAFETY:
Superintendent Meyer asked if it would be adequate if the City were to install permanent signage at the low water crossing in the park.  This would eliminate the need to erect barricades during flood situations in the middle of the night and eliminate the need to retrieve the barricades from the creek at times.  Attorney Metz said the signage could supplement the barricades but he would not recommend elimination of the physical barriers.
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EQUIPMENT REPAIRS:
Upon motion by Kingan, seconded by Morse, Superintendent Meyer was authorized to purchase and install a replacement steer stick for the Hi-Ranger aerial truck, at a cost of approximately $847.16.  The replacement was made necessary for safety reasons and the other aerial equipment was not affected by the recall.

Superintendent Meyer reported the radio controls for the electric system capacitors were being repaired.

MISCELLANEOUS:
Councilmember Stegman said he had been approached about the City contributing funds to the Lincoln County Hospital Foundation.   The request was not approved.  
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Morse moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:52 p.m.








S/Rose M. Gourley







    City Clerk
