
Council Meeting                                                                                                           March 13, 2006

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Arletta R. Morse, Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Ron Mason.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for portions of the meeting:  Amy Hawkinson, Dennis Pittenger, Vicki Meier, Kathy Nielsen, Marilyn Helmer, John & Betty McCullough, Sharon Thompson, David White, Jo Wallace, Mandi Crist, and Bill Wineinger.  
MINUTES:
Minutes of the February 13, 2006, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 06-02, for February wages and salaries in the amount of $39,628.61, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,793.51, leaving a net City payroll of $37,835.10.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable listings were reviewed, including prepaid invoices in the amount of $1,506.63, and unpaid invoices totaling $100,851.04. Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices, in the amount of $102,357.67, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Twelve accounts, totaling $1,703.57, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT:
Clerk Gourley provided a tabulation of tax estimates for the Sheppard Subdivision lots.  She said the property was now assessed as residential housing lots instead of agricultural land, increasing the real estate taxes from approximately $200.00 to over $4,000.00.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
Kathy Nielsen, representing the Lincoln Co. Historical Society, explained that the organization was interested in purchasing a property on West Lincoln Avenue, both for historical purposes and to house the Historical Society’s tractors and machinery.  The building on the property was without electricity and needed to have other improvements made to it, including a new roof.  She asked if the City would be willing to install electric service to the building free of charge, assist with hauling trash and debris to the landfill, and help in cleaning up the lot.  Following a short discussion, the request was approved.

WELLNESS CENTER:
Sharon Thompson, representing the Post Rock Wellness Foundation, addressed the Governing Body concerning the equipment needs of a recently opened Wellness Center on West Lincoln Avenue.  She said the Center was being staffed with volunteers but equipment and monetary donations were being accepted to help defray operating costs.   The City had previously donated funds for the improvement of the Lincoln High School track from the Special Park and Recreation Fund and she asked that consideration be given to the same type of donation to the Wellness Center.  Councilmember Ledet said he was actively involved with the organization and thought the request was for a worthy cause.  Following a review of monies available and budget restrictions, Stegman moved to donate $2,000.00 from the Special Park and Recreation Fund to the Post Rock Wellness Foundation.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Ledet abstained from the vote. 
PARK/POOL/CEMETERY:
The City Council authorized the placement of advertisements for swimming pool manager, pool lifeguards, and park and cemetery maintenance worker positions.  It was agreed that all applicants would be subject to drug testing.
MAINTENANCE WORKER:
The City Council authorized Superintendent Mason to advertise for regular maintenance worker positions.

HOUSING AUTHORITY:
Mayor Vignery re-appointed Kathy Jo Smith and Keith Vestal to 4-year terms as Commissioners of the Lincoln Housing Authority.   Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
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WATER WELLS:
Superintendent Mason reported on the most recent results from test pumping a potential water well west of town.  He noted that, while the volume of water was good, the nitrate levels were somewhat high.  Therefore, Engineer Chris Cox had suggested drilling another test well in the vicinity away from where agricultural chemicals were being applied.
HOUSING LOTS:
Attorney Metz advised title insurance had been ordered for Lot 9, Block 1, in Sheppard Subdivision.
COPIER/PRINTER:
Clerk Gourley reviewed a spreadsheet of different options provided for a new office copier/printer.  She suggested the decision to purchase be delayed one more month in order for her to further research the two brands containing the best price quotes.
ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
Superintendent Mason explained a proposal from Mid-States Energy Works, Inc., for the installation of (3) GE outdoor vacuum circuit breakers to replace (3) outdoor oil circuit breakers at the power plant.  The proposal, for $66,800.00, plus applicable sales tax, would include foundation work and control circuit modifications.  A deduction of $7,865.00 was provided if the City elected to furnish the materials and labor to replace the foundations.  Superintendent Mason said that, with the advent of the busy work season, and the limited staff available, he thought the job should be completed in its entirety by Mid-States.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, to accept the Mid-States proposal in the amount of $66,800.00.  Motion carried.
UNIFORMS:
Superintendent Mason reported the City-provided employee uniforms were in need of replacement and he had prices available from two vendors.  The price from Western Uniform was dramatically lower than the last Western Uniform purchase, and having called to confirm, he had been assured by the Company that the price was accurate and for the type of uniform needed for electrical department workers.  Morse moved to purchase 4 sets of uniforms for 7 employees for a total price of $982.80.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  Clerk Gourley advised the uniforms would need to carry patches or other identification in order to maintain the tax exempt status of the fringe benefit.  Superintendent Mason said he would check on patches.
MAINT. AGREEMENT:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, Superintendent Mason was authorized to execute a five-year agreement with Foley Equipment for planned maintenance of the Caterpillar backhoe at an annual cost of $495.04.  The agreement provided for an option to terminate earlier than five years with proper notice.

MOWING EQUIPMENT:
Superintendent Mason reviewed several options provided for the purchase of an additional 72” mower and an additional 52” mower.  He had prices for Hustler, Dixon, and Grasshopper mowers.  He said, even though the price was a little higher, he preferred the Grasshopper mowers with front decks because of the ability to mow under fencing, guy wires, shrubs, and the like.  Councilmember Ledet expressed his opinion that the purchases should be spread around regardless of the user preferences.  Vicki Meier, Lincoln Building Supply, suggested the Governing Body take a look at a Hustler mower before making a decision. Following further discussion, it was decided to delay a decision until the April Council meeting.
CITY CLEAN-UP:
Discussion of the possibility of another City-wide cleanup resulted in the decision to have city trucks and manpower made available on April 24th and 25th for this purpose.  Unwanted items should be placed at the curb for pick-up.  Mayor Vignery indicated he wished to have another demolition project to help clean up a couple of locations on private property.

GIS TECHNOLOGY:
Clerk Gourley suggested the City investigate the potential benefits of utilizing Geographic Information System technology for mapping of utility and other services.   With the retirement or impending retirement of several of the older employees, if could prove to be very beneficial to have information previously committed to memory transferred to a permanent source.
LIONS WEST BALL PARK:
Bill Wineinger, Lincoln Lions Club, relayed information he had received from LHS Softball Coach Kris Heinze  regarding  equipment  needs at  Lions  West Park.    He said  the  Lions Club  voted  to 
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commit $250.00 towards the equipment.  As it is USD 298’s softball program, several questioned whether the coach had approached the school for support first.  (The City was already providing USD 298 free use of City facilities for both softball and baseball programs, including all utilities except field lighting.)  Superintendent Mason commented about the condition of the batting cage and the need to remove it or replace the net.  He said, upon the request of Ms. Heinze, the City had attempted to make repairs, but the net was still in pretty bad shape.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:00 p.m.








S/Rose M. Gourley







    City Clerk
