
Council Meeting                                                                                                                       April 9, 2007

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Councilmember absent:  Craig L. Ledet.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Councilmember-elect Joel Mahin and Superintendent Jesse Meyer were also present. 
VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Paula Wilton, Amy Hawkinson, Lisa Feldkamp, George Miller.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the March 12, 2007, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 07-03, for March wages and salaries in the amount of $39,400.85, was presented. Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,741.38, leaving a net City payroll of $37,659.47.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Florence, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in March, totaled $30,257.13, and a list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $95,089.77.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Florence, all said invoices, in the amount of $125,346.90, were approved for payment.

DELINQUENT ACCNTS.:
Eleven accounts, totaling $1,193.44, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
OATHS OF OFFICE:
Clerk Gourley administered the Oath of Office to newly-elected Councilmembers Joel Mahin and Glenn M. Stegman.
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL:
Councilmember Morse moved to elect Glenn M. Stegman, President of the Council.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
DEPOSITORIES/NEWSP.:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, the Midwest Community Bank and the Bank of Tescott were designated as Official Depositories for City funds, and the Lincoln Sentinel-Republican was designated as the Official City Newspaper.
APPOINTMENTS/
The following Council Committees were appointed by Mayor Vignery:
COUNCIL COMMITTEES:






Finance – Stegman (Chairman), Morse, Kingan





 Streets & Alleys – Mahin (Chairman), Ledet, Stegman




        Park, Cemetery & Fire – Ledet (Chairman), Mahin, Kingan




        Light, Water & Sewer – Morse (Chairman), Mahin, Ledet


              Airport, Library & Housing – Kingan (Chairman), Morse, Stegman


Stegman moved to approve the Mayor’s Committee appointments.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried. 

APPOINTMENTS:
Mayor Vignery appointed Marion McReynolds, Dennis Pittenger and Bree McReynolds-Baetz to regular 3-year terms on the Lincoln Arts and Humanities Commission.  Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.


Mayor Vignery appointed Gerald Philbrick to a 4-year term on the Lincoln Carnegie Library Board.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Mahin, the Mayor’s appointment was confirmed.  It was noted there would still be one vacancy on the Library Board.
STREETS & ALLEYS:
Paula Wilton, Lincoln Elementary School teacher, requested the City block off a portion of S. 5th Street and the alley north of the Pre-school building.  A Grandparents/Heritage Day was being planned for April 30, 2007, and, if allowed to use the alley, a display of  old-time  tractors could  be   included.   (The metal
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wheels on these antique tractors could not be used on asphalt streets.)  Closing the 300 block of 5th Street would enable safe travel from the Grade School across the street to the Pre-school area.  There followed a motion by Morse, seconded by Stegman, to approve Mrs. Wilton’s request.  Motion carried.

NUISANCE ABATEMENT:
Lisa Feldkamp addressed the Governing Body regarding a dilapidated property on N. 3rd Street.  She said a petition had been provided to the City in October of 2005 asking that the property be cleaned up.  Since that time, some effort had been made by the property owner to improve the condition of the property; however, it did not appear anything had been done for a very long time.  She asked what was being done by the City to abate this nuisance and how long she should have to wait before some action would be taken.  Mayor Vignery said he had made contact with the owner, suggesting the property be included in one of the demolition projects, the owner did not want to participate.  City Attorney Metz advised he would prepare a resolution declaring the property to be a nuisance, and the City Council could adopt the resolution at the next meeting.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Stegman, Sammi Wright and Shari Pittenger were hired as Co-Managers of the Municipal Pool for the upcoming season; Leslie Graves was designated as substitute Pool Manager in the absence of the co-managers; and Elizabeth Flaherty, Abbie McWhirter, Zach McClure, Jessica White, Lindsy Liggett, and Cassee Stivers were re-hired as lifeguards, with all pool employees receiving the same rate of pay as last year.
PARK/CEM. PERSONNEL:
Regarding the applications for Cemetery & Park Maintenance Workers, Superintendent Meyer said he was prepared to recommend re-hiring three of those who had worked last summer but had been unable to get a commitment from one.  He also said he had not had the opportunity to review all of the applications.  It was, therefore, decided to delay a decision until the next meeting.
BALL PARKS:
Mayor Vignery reported the Lincoln Lions Club and Lutheran Youth Group were organizing a painting project to improve the facilities at both the east and west ball fields on April 29, 2007.   Stegman moved to purchase the necessary painting supplies.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.   It had been suggested that an extra fence be placed around the batting cage and the west ball park to protect the net.  Superintendent Meyer said he thought the City had the fencing material and would need to get posts.

REC DIRECTOR:
Mayor Vignery advised the Lincoln County Commissioners had indicated willingness to split the cost of employing a full-time recreation director with the City, providing that USD 298 would give written approval for the use of its facilities.   More information regarding salary and job descriptions would be pursued.
MKEC AMENDMENT 1:
Mid-Kansas Electric Company, LLC, had submitted for consideration a letter agreement “Amendment 1 to Municipal Interconnection Contract dated September 18, 1989.”  The amendment would provide for a jurisdictional transfer from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to the Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC) and would modify the fuel cost adjustment (FCA) provisions of the wholesale contract.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, Mayor Vignery was authorized to execute the agreement on behalf of the City.
ENERGY MGMT PROJ. 2:
Clerk Gourley reported the Energy Management Project No. 2 Agreement between the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency and the City of Lincoln Center would be explained in detail at the next council meeting by Mike Schmaderer, the City’s electrical engineering consultant.

EPA SPCC INSPECTION:
Correspondence relating to an August 27, 2006, EPA inspection of the Power Plant for compliance with Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) regulations was reviewed.  Six deficiencies or violations were noted.  Superintendent Meyer advised the EPA had provided a 60 day grace period to correct the deficiencies and he expected to be able to meet that deadline.
PERSONNEL:
Clerk Gourley advised no applications had been received for the Power Plant Operator/Mechanic position.  It was decided that the position should be advertised in a broader area.  
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U S TOWER BLDG.:
Mayor Vignery and Attorney Metz reported developments regarding the City’s ability to transfer ownership of the U S Tower property.  In addition to the two options previously discussed, it was suggested that a “lease-purchase” arrangement might be utilized for the duration of the term of the EDA agreement and mortgage.
WATER WELL UPDATE:
Regarding the City’s water system issues, Superintendent Meyer reported the water well levels had risen approximately 1 foot.  Mayor Vignery had also made contact with Geologist Bob Vincent who had indicated the drilling contractor’s jobs had been backed up due to weather conditions.  The City was now on the schedule for May.
WATER  DBPR RULE:
The City had received correspondence from EPA regarding new reporting and monitoring requirements for community water systems (Stage2 Disinfectants and Disinfection By-Product Rule.)  Superintendent Meyer said Plant Operator Mike Feldkamp would be attending a workshop later this month to obtain specifics on the regulations.

TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Clerk Gourley confirmed that the sheriff’s deputy who had asked about the electronic version of the Standard Traffic Ordinance had offered to pay for it personally.  It had been brought before the City Council because the League of Kansas Municipalities required the City to purchase a license.  In any case, Sheriff Black had subsequently vetoed the idea.     
CITY-WIDE CLEANUP:
April 23rd & 24th were confirmed as City-wide Clean-up days with City equipment and manpower being made available to take approved items too large for normal trash collection.  Items must be located at the curb unless prior arrangements have been approved for another location.

HOUSING DEMOLITION:
Mayor Vignery said he had scheduled 3-4 structures for demolition on April 14th and asked for volunteers to assist.  He said he expected to use a couple of City dump trucks for the day.

LHA/POST ROCK APTS.:
The projected operating budget for Post Rock Apartments, effective for the year beginning April 1, 2007, as well as the Independent Auditor’s report for both Lincoln Housing Authority and Post Rock Apartments for the year ending Mach 31, 2006, had been provided to the City for informational purposes.

WATER TOWER LEASE:
Regarding the proposed lease of water tower space to Next-tech Wireless, LLC, Superintendent Meyer said it did not appear that there would be an interference problem with other communications equipment at the tower.  Monthly lease and other considerations were discussed and it was suggested staff make contact with other cities to find out their experiences.

EMERGENCY SIRENS:
Superintendent Meyer advised two of the fire sirens were not operating, they were quite old, and it was unknown for sure what would be needed to repair them.  Vonada Communications had provided a quote for two new warning sirens at $8,160.00 each.  After a short discussion, a motion was made by Morse, seconded by Kingan, that two new sirens be purchased and installed as soon as possible.

WIRELESS PHONE:
It was decided to investigate the possibility of obtaining a wireless telephone for the City Superintendent’s use.

TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Councilmember Morse said a family pet had been hit on 9th Street and asked if something could be done to control the speed of county trucks using that street.  Mayor Vignery said he would speak with Lincoln County.
THANK YOU:
Mayor Vignery expressed appreciation to Skip Florence for his many years of service as a City Councilmember.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:30 p.m.









S/Rose M. Gourley









    City Clerk

