
Council Meeting                                                                                                                     April 10, 2006

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present: Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Councilmember absent:  Craig L. Ledet.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Superintendent Ron Mason was also present. 
VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Amy Hawkinson, Kylie McBride, Jack Crispin, Keith Vestal, Bret Kingan, Doris White, and Dennis Pittenger.  
MINUTES:
Minutes of the March 13, 2006, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 06-03, for March wages and salaries in the amount of $38,102.05, was presented. Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,831.41, leaving a net City payroll of $36,270.64.  A motion by Morse, seconded by Stegman, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in March, totaled $1,136.62.  A list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $102,451.73.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices, in the amount of $103,588.35, were approved for payment.

DELINQUENT ACCNTS.:
Fifteen accounts, totaling $2,475.70, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
HOUSING AUTHORITY:
Keith Vestal, representing the Lincoln Housing Authority, related a parking problem at the Post Rock Apartments.  He said the number of residents with vehicles had increased and there were not enough available spots for residents and employees.  Some residents were uncomfortable with the parking to the East of the building because of the loose gravel surface.  He asked the City Council to consider allowing an angle parking area west of the building, directly off of S. 4th Street.  He thought an additional 8-9 stalls could be created there.  Superintendent Mason advised the water line came in from the west at that location, which would be a consideration if the parking area was to be paved.  He also said the parking would need to be an appropriate distance from the fire hydrant.   Council agreed to further consider the issue.

LIBRARY:
Jack Crispin spoke to the Governing Body regarding the newly incorporated non-profit organization, “Friends of the Lincoln Carnegie Library,” which had been formed to build support in the community and assist the local Library with its programs and projects.  He provided a fact sheet containing a listing of materials available, services provided, and the number of corresponding users for the previous year.  He said an expansion of the Library floor space was being sought to better serve the entire area and provide accessibility for all patrons.  A preliminary estimate of the cost of the Library renovation had been previously determined to be $326,440.00.  A substantial part of the funding had been made possible by a generous local bequest.  Various other funding sources were being actively pursued.  He asked that the City of Lincoln, as owner of the Lincoln Carnegie Library, approve the project and endorse the “Friends” application to the Kansas Department of Commerce’s Community Service Program authorizing tax credits.   He also asked that the City, in its future budget, provide a major financial commitment of $50,000.00, to be used, if needed, to complete the project.  There followed a motion by Morse, seconded by Florence, that the City approve the Library project, provide a letter of support, and commit some type of financial support at a later date.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENTS:
Mayor Vignery appointed MaryAnn Stertz to fill an unexpired 3-year term and John Vignery and Lori Obermueller to regular 3-year terms on the Lincoln Arts and Humanities Commission.  Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.

Mayor Vignery appointed Patricia Florence, Sheri Jonsson, and Deanna Killen to 4-year terms on the Lincoln Carnegie Library Board.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, the Mayor’s appointments were confirmed.
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COPIER/PRINTER:
Clerk Gourley provided a recommendation for the purchase of a new office copier/printer/fax machine.   Following a brief discussion, Stegman moved to purchase a Canon IR2870 from Ikon Office Solutions, Inc., at a purchase price of $9,685.00.  Motion seconded by Florence, carried.

MOWING EQUIPMENT:
Council reviewed mowing equipment quotes from three suppliers.  Superintendent Mason said he preferred the front mount deck for use in the cemetery but could use a mid-mount machine elsewhere.  A motion was made by Florence, seconded by Stegman, to purchase a Grasshopper 723 mower with 52” deck from Carrico Implement, at a purchase price of $9,000.00.  Motion carried.  Councilmember Kingan abstained from the vote.  Following further discussion of the features and strengths of each machine, Morse moved to purchase a Dixon Silvertip mower with a 72” deck from Atwood Tire Service, at a purchase price of $8,717.00.  Motion seconded by Florence, carried 2-1 with Kingan abstaining.
CITY-WIDE CLEANUP:
April 24th & 25th were confirmed as City-wide Clean-up days with City equipment and manpower being made available to take approved items too large for normal trash collection.  Items must be located at the curb unless prior arrangements have been approved for another location.

HOUSING DEMOLITION:
Mayor Vignery said he had 4 structures scheduled for demolition on April 22nd and asked for volunteers to assist.    
POOL PERSONNEL:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, Sammi Wright and Shari Pittenger were hired as Co-Managers of the Municipal Pool for the upcoming season, at an hourly rate of $9.55; Leslie Graves and Tyler Church were hired as lifeguards, at $6.75 per hour (Leslie Graves being designated as substitute Pool Manager in the absence of the co-managers, at $7.50 per hour); and Zach McClure and Jessica White were hired as new lifeguards, at $6.00 per hour.  One other application had been received late and would be considered when appropriate paperwork was filed.  Sammi Wright was authorized to offer swimming lessons at the Municipal Pool, probably in July, with all revenues and expenses associated with lessons to be borne by her.  Discussion of the cost and timing problems relating to pre-employment drug testing of pool employees was held.   There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, that the pool employees be exempted from pre-employment drug testing.  Motion carried.
POOL HOURS & RATES:
The Governing Body discussed the hours of operation, admission rules, and rates charged at the pool.  All would remain the same as last year, as follows:  1-6pm open swim, 6-7pm adult swim, and 7-8pm family swim; $2.00 for daily admissions, $30.00 for individual passes and $75.00 for family passes.
PARK/CEM. PERSONNEL:
Applications for Cemetery & Park Maintenance Workers were reviewed and Superintendent Mason made his recommendations. There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, to re-hire Matthew Eckhart, at $6.25 per hour, and to hire Allen E. Simms, Jr. and Matthew Hanson at $6.00 per hour.  Motion carried.  Superintendent Mason was authorized to select a 4th employee from the remaining applicants.
BENEFIT SOFTBALL:
Jerry Jensen had requested permission to barricade one block of North 7th Street directly east of the West Ball Park during the three benefit tournaments scheduled this summer.   He said he had visited with Sheriff Black, who favored the idea.  Upon motion by Florence, seconded by Kingan, the request was granted.

MAINTENANCE WRKR:
Superintendent Mason said he was not prepared to hire any of the maintenance worker applicants at this time and suggested the advertisement be run again.

ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
In regards to the many new issues concerning electric energy transmission and supply, Superintendent Mason said he had been in touch with Lance Boyd, KMEA, regarding the City’s best options for future energy.   He expected Mr. Boyd to provide advice for summer energy contracts, as well.  He was uncertain at this time when that information would be forthcoming.
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KMEA DIRECTORS:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, Arletta Morse were re-appointed to serve as the City of Lincoln Center’s Director #2 on the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency Board of Directors.
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT:
City Attorney Metz presented Resolution 06-02, approving and authorizing the sale of Lot 9, Block 1, Sheppard Subdivision of the Sheppard Addition, by executing and conveying a Corporation General Warranty Deed to Sallman Builders, LLC.  Stegman moved to adopt said Resolution.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

US TOWER TAX ABATE:
Correspondence had been received from the Lincoln County Commissioners informing the City of a public hearing to be held on April 17, 2006, at 1:00 p.m.  The purpose of the hearing was to receive comments or questions regarding U S Tower Corporation’s request for property tax exemption on future acquisitions of equipment.  The City of Lincoln Center would be one of the taxing entities affected by the action, and, as such, was required to be notified.

EAST BALL PARK:
Council had no objection to allowing the baseball coach to use one of the City’s mowers to pull the drag around the baseball infield.  Superintendent Mason said he thought one of the Heckendorn mowers could be provided for that use.  The Council also authorized Superintendent Mason to remove part of the old fence by the new dugouts on the west side.

LHA/POST ROCK APTS.:
The proposed operating budget for Post Rock Apartments, effective for the year beginning April 1, 2006, as well as the Independent Auditor’s report for both Lincoln Housing Authority and Post Rock Apartments for the year ending Mach 31, 2005, had been provided to the City for informational purposes.
TOURISM COALITION:
Correspondence had been received asking the City of Lincoln Center to place an amount of $1500.00 in its annual budget for the Lincoln County Tourism Coalition.  It was agreed that, with the uncertainty of future City revenue sources, and with so many organizations requesting City funds, consideration on a case-by-case basis each year would be more appropriate. 
EQUIPMENT SALE:
A motion was made by Kingan, seconded by Morse, that the City sell one old Heckendorn mower and the old City Hall copy machine at Vestal’s Auction Service.  Motion carried.

LIBRARY PARKING LOT:
Councilmember Florence asked that the City confirm a statement contained in the Lincoln Carnegie Library fundraising brochure saying that the City of Lincoln had agreed to build the handicapped parking lot once the building project is completed.  While the building project had been a subject of preliminary discussion at an earlier date, the minutes did not reflect any definite action taken on the parking lot.  Clerk Gourley said no details had been provided and it was unknown if the lot was to be paved, how big it was expected to be, etc.  Councilmember Stegman said he thought the City was to provide handicap parking stalls.   Florence made a motion that, assuming costs could be determined and funds budgeted, the City build the handicapped parking area for the Library.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.    
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:45 p.m.









S/Rose M. Gourley









    City Clerk

