
Council Meeting                                                                                                                     April 12, 2004

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present: Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Superintendent Ron Mason was also present. 
VISITORS: 
In attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Deputy James Reynolds, Deputy Amber Reynolds, Sammi Wright, Shari Pittenger, Larry Spear, John Baetz, Mark Hoover.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the March 8, 2004, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 04-03, for March wages and salaries in the amount of $41,432.63, was presented. Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,511.12, leaving a net City payroll of $39,921.51.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in March, totaled $5,596.77.  A list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $90,665.50.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Crispin, all said invoices, in the amount of $96,262.27, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Six accounts, totaling $329.38, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
APPOINTMENTS/ARTS
Mayor Vignery re-appointed Randy Lohmann to a 3-year term  and appointed  Bree  McReynolds-Baetz
& HUMANITIES COMM.:
and Dennis Pittenger to initial 3-year terms as members of the Lincoln Arts and Humanities Commission.
APPOINTMENT/
Mayor Vignery re-appointed Phillip Brown to a 4-year term as a member of the Lincoln Port  Authority.
PORT AUTHORITY:
Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s foregoing appointments.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.  It was noted that there was still one vacant position on the Port Authority and one position to be filled on the Library and Housing Authority Boards.
TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Larry Spear addressed the Governing Body, requesting the stop sign be removed for eastbound traffic at the 4th St./College intersection.  He said he did not think it was necessary for loaded grain trucks to be forced to stop at this location.  Mr. Spear was informed that the signage at this particular intersection had been installed following submission of a petition bearing numerous signatures from residents of the area, with an additional recommendation from the Sheriff.  The matter was discussed later in the evening with Deputy Amber Reynolds, and it was decided that the signage would remain as is.


Amber and James Reynolds requested the City Council consider enacting an ordinance prohibiting “jake braking.”  Unnecessary use of the mechanical engine brakes, especially on K-14, created an excessive disturbance in the residential neighborhood.  In discussion, it was determined that other communities had already outlawed the practice.  Florence moved to have the City Attorney draft an ordinance to address the issue.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Upon motion by Ledet, seconded by Florence, Sammi Wright and Shari Pittenger were hired as Co-Managers of the Municipal Pool for the upcoming season at an hourly rate of $9.25.  Applications for Pool Lifeguards were reviewed by the Governing Body and recommendations were provided by the Managers.  It was also suggested by the Managers that Kelsey Church be utilized to perform Manager duties in the absence of the Co-Managers.  Stegman made a motion to hire all the current Lifeguard applicants, as follows:  Kelsey Church, at $6.75 per hour, to be paid $9.00 per hour when acting as Manager; Josh Budreau and David Knapp, at $6.25 per hour; Leslie Graves and Elizabeth Flaherty, at $5.65 per hour; and David Hair and Tyler Church, at $5.40 per hour.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  In the event that one of the Managers was needed to act as a Lifeguard, the time would be compensable at Lifeguard wages.  It was understood that  all applicants would  need  to  provide  current
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documentation of qualifications prior to employment.  Brandi (Rupp) McClure was authorized to offer swimming lessons at the Municipal Pool, with all revenues and expenses associated with lessons to be borne by her.

POOL MAINTENANCE:
Sammi Wright and Shari Pittenger had a list of repair issues to discuss, including cement repair on the deck of the pool, painting, and the installation of a new counter.  Superintendent Mason said most of the issues could probably be addressed by the City work crew.
POOL HOURS & RATES:
The Governing Body discussed the hours of operation, admission rules, and rates charged at the pool.  The Pool Managers said the family swim had been well received last year and suggested that, in addition to parent or legal guardian, grandparents be allowed to accompany children during this time.  They were afraid that extending the family swim to aunts and uncles could create additional problems.  Following further discussion, Florence made a motion to keep the pool hours the same as last year (1-6pm open swim, 6-7pm adult swim, and 7-8pm family swim,) with family swim being expanded to include grandparents, and to charge $2.00 for daily admissions, $30.00 for individual passes and $75.00 for family passes.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.
PARK/CEMETERY/
Applications  for  Cemetery  & Park  Maintenance Workers  were  reviewed, and  Superintendent Mason
PERSONNEL:
made his recommendations.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to re-hire Hillary Larsen and Brandon Tankersley at $6.50 per hour; and to hire Matthew Budreau, at $6.00 per hour and Robert D. Meili, at $7.50 per hour.  Motion carried.
OFFICE FURNITURE:
Mark Hoover, Office Furniture Solutions, presented a proposal to replace the furniture in the City Clerk’s Office and Council Meeting Room.  The new office design would make the most of the space available for three work areas.  A new arrangement for the City Council Meeting Room would allow visitors to face Governing Body members.  The configuration and number of foldable tables would provide additional uses for training and meetings.  Discussion followed the presentation.  Stegman moved to purchase the entire furniture package, without Council Room chairs, at a cost of $15,655.85.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.
OFFICE EQUIPMENT:
Clerk Gourley was authorized to obtain flat screen monitor prices for the computers in her office.

CITY WEB SITE:
The Governing Body was receptive to Clerk Gourley’s suggestion that the City establish a web site; however, more research needed to be done regarding the options available.
ANIMAL CONTROL:
In order to facilitate the issuance of citations, Deputy Amber Reynolds asked that the City Clerk’s office coordinate with the Sheriff’s office when owners of impounded dogs attempted to retrieve their animals.  It was also noted that there would be more strict enforcement of the ordinance requiring the registration of dogs.
OPEN BURNING:
Deputy Amber Reynolds asked for direction from the Governing Body regarding the enforcement of the City’s ordinance prohibiting open burning.  Attorney Metz suggested that a warning for a first offense might be deemed appropriate in certain circumstances.  It was also noted that the only exception to the open burning law was for lawn burning, and then only upon authorization from the City Fire Chief.

PRIVACY POLICY:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Crispin, a written Policy and Procedure for the use and disclosure of protected health information, was adopted.  Clerk Gourley explained some of the provisions to ensure the City of Lincoln Center is in compliance with federal and state requirements of HIPAA.
SAFETY CENTER BILLS:
An examination of the expense trends at the emergency services building indicated that most of the increases in expenses were related, at least in part, to higher utility costs following the county implementation of full time ambulance service and higher county insurance premiums.  It was suggested that someone from Lincoln County be called upon to detail the additional expenses being charged to the City.
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WIND POWER:
Jerry E. Felkel, JEF Consultants, had provided a report on the feasibility of connecting wind turbines to the City of Lincoln Center Electric System.  The report contained the investigations and meetings conducted with affected parties to determine the viability of the project.  His conclusion was that it would not be prudent for the City to engage in such a project of this magnitude.  He suggested the City notify Kansas Wind Power of the decision and request a release from the “letter of intent.”  Mayor Vignery advised he was expecting such a letter to be provided by KWP.
ELECTRIC RATES:
Following discussion of the ever-increasing fuel adjustment costs and the effect on the electric utility, it was decided to implement an increase in electric rates.  Clerk Gourley was instructed to provide for an ordinance increasing the rates in the neighborhood of $.015 -$.02/kWh, for consideration at the May meeting.

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT:
Mayor Vignery reported on the most recent meeting of the Housing Development Committee.  He said the group had traveled to Minneapolis to view its housing development site and had agreed that Minneapolis’s development would serve as a good model for Lincoln.  The flood study had been completed by Kaw Valley Engineering, and Mayor Vignery had received oral confirmation that the area was suitable for development.  A report would be forthcoming.  It was agreed that the total cost of development would need to be obtained in order to determine appropriate methods of financing.
HOUSING REHAB. GRANT:
A potential grant project regarding the rehabilitation and demolition of housing was reported by Mayor Vignery.  It was agreed that the grant application would be submitted by the City of Lincoln Center following the gathering of required information.
HOUSING DEMOLITION;
Mayor Vignery also reported plans to demolish several dilapidated structures on May 8th.  With the help of community volunteers and equipment, it was anticipated that five structures could be demolished and removed.  Property owners in each case were willing to pay for the Lincoln County disposal fees at an agreed upon reduced price.  There were no objections to the Mayor’s use of City dump trucks to assist with the project.
CITY WIDE CLEAN-UP:
April 26th and April 27th were designated for a City-wide clean up, with utilization of City equipment and manpower to assist in the operation.  Specific requirements would be provided by notice in the Lincoln Sentinel Republican.

JUNK VEHICLES:
Councilmember Stegman reported work was still being done to get junked and inoperable vehicles removed from the City.
REAL ESTATE CONTRACT:
Attorney Metz reported having sent a draft of a real estate contract to Michael and Ivona Pickering, providing for the sale of approximately 2.13 acres of the City’s Sheppard property.  If agreeable with the buyers, it was expected that closing would be conducted on or before May 15, 2004.
HOUSING BOND REDEMPT.:
Attorney Metz advised he had been contacted by the Housing Authority regarding the redemption of housing bonds due to current interest rates.
LIBRARY INVOICE:
Upon motion by Florence, seconded by Stegman, it was agreed to forgive a $906.45 bill for installation of two hydrants at the Lincoln Carnegie Library.

SPECIAL MEETING:
The Lincoln County Commissioners had scheduled a joint special meeting with the Mayor and Council members from Cities within the County.  Said meeting, to be held at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 28, 2004, at the Lincoln County Emergency Services Building, would be for the purpose of introducing plans to create a Lincoln County Capitalization Program.  John Cyr, North Central Regional Planning Commission would be providing specific details about how such a program could benefit both the county and the cities, and also how additional benefits could be found in purchasing additional services from the planning commission.

WATER WELL LEVELS:
Superintedent Mason reported the water levels in the Gabelmann wells had only increased about 7” over the winter and the Woody & Tunnel wells had lost approximately 2 ft.
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WEST BALL PARK:
Councilmember Florence thanked the City for the completion of the new facility at the West Ball Park.  He suggested an additional light be installed in the announcer’s booth.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Council adjourned at 10:02 p.m.







S/Rose M. Gourley






    City Clerk

