
Council Meeting                                                                                                                       April 12, 2010

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Gwen Knight, Joel Mahin, and Arletta R. Morse.  Councilmember absent:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer was also present. 
VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  George Miller, Sammi Wright, Shari Pittenger, and Mindy Wiebke.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the March 8, 2010, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 10-03, for March wages and salaries in the amount of $42.686.44, was presented.  A motion by Morse, seconded by Mahin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in March, totaled $161,873.41, and a list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $203,670.69.  Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Kingan, payment of all said invoices, in the amount of $365,544.10, was approved.
DELINQUENT ACCNTS.:
Council reviewed seven (7) accounts totaling $1,402.35, on the list of delinquent utilities.
REC. COMMISSION:
Mindy Wiebke, Lincoln Rec Director, requested and received permission to install a telephone in the Lincoln Recreation Office.  She also asked if there would be any objection to the installation of a mail/delivery slot at the Rec Office.  Council had no objections but suggested she bring documentation of what she had in mind.  She said the home plate at the Legion Field was sitting too high and something needed to be done before USD 298 started hosting baseball games.  Attorney Metz suggested that was probably now a responsibility of the Rec Department.  Material used to fill in around the plate was at the field.  Superintendent Meyer said he had spoken with one of the USD 298 coaches and had been told the school would take care of maintenance, as had been done in the past, during the time they were using the city’s facilities for baseball and softball.  Ms. Wiebke also reminded the Council of the problem at the west ball field where a heavy rain washes rocks out onto the field.  Superintendent Meyer reported he had a plan to construct an asphalt berm in an attempt to divert the water.  Ms. Wiebke said the new base plugs needed to be installed at the t-ball field before the first game on June 2nd.  Superintendent Meyer advised the City maintenance crew had never been involved with installation of this type of equipment in the past, but it could be done with proper instruction.  The Rec Director also reported the Lincoln Recreation Commission meeting had been moved to 5:00 p.m. on the first Thursday of the month.
INDY PARK USE:
George Miller, on behalf of The Bank of Tescott and United Country Auction Company, asked for permission to hold an agricultural equipment auction on Wednesday, May 12, 2010, on property belonging to the City along North Industrial Park Drive.  He had coordinated arrangements with the tenants and adjoining property owners.  Parking and traffic issues were discussed.  There followed a motion by Morse, seconded by Knight, to grant the request.  Motion carried.
LIBRARY APPNTS.:
Mayor Stegman re-appointed Debbie Beckmeyer, Deanna Killen, and Patricia Florence to regular 4-year terms on the Lincoln Carnegie Library Board.  Knight moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

ARTS COMM. APPNTS.:
Mayor Stegman appointed Kris Heinze and Bob Crangle and re-appointed Marion McReynolds to regular 3-year terms on the Lincoln Arts and Humanities Commission.   Mahin moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Knight, carried.

PORT AUTH. APPNTS.:
Mayor Stegman appointed Brian Schneider to fill a vacated position on the Lincoln Port Authority Board expiring May 1, 2011.  He also appointed Dennis Pittenger and Clay Haring to terms expiring May 1, 2013.  Mahin moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
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FAIR HOUSING:
Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Morse, Mayor Stegman was authorized and encouraged to sign a PROCLAMATION declaring the month of April as FAIR HOUSING MONTH. 

POOL OPERATIONS:
The Governing Body reviewed a 4-year report on revenue and expenses for the Lincoln Municipal Pool.  The report indicated a continuing decrease in pool receipts while expenses continue to climb.  Sammi Wright and Shari Pittenger, co-managers of the Municipal Pool for numerous years, provided information about pool operations.  In light of the current economy and competing facilities elsewhere, they suggested the daily and season ticket rates remain the same for another year.  They also said weekends were slow and suggested some savings could be realized by closing earlier on those days.  Further discussion of related issues resulted in no changes being made to hours of operation or admission fees.  A list of maintenance requests, provided at the end of last season, would be retrieved.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Shari Pittenger reported six individuals were interested in taking the lifeguard training course this year.  If classroom training could be held in Lincoln, Council had no objection to the use of the City Council meeting room for such purpose.  

Applications for Pool Manager and Lifeguard positions were reviewed.  Following a lengthy discussion of wages in relation to new guards versus returning guards, Knight moved to employ Shari Pittenger and Sammi Wright as co-managers at $10.00 per hour; Rachel Meyer, Kara Cavalli, and Molee Owens, 3rd year lifeguards, at $7.25 per hour; Nicholas Ledet, 2nd year lifeguard, at $6.40 per hour, and Lexxy Baietto, new lifeguard, at $6.25 per hour, contingent upon the successful completion of required training.  In the absence of either manager, any guard designated as “Assistant Manager” would be paid $8.00 per hour for the hours performing managerial duties.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
SOCCER PROGRAM:
Shari Pittenger provided favorable comments regarding the soccer activities held on Saturday.  She offered to donate a playground bridge if it could be used to alleviate the problem for spectators and participants crossing the water drainage area between the city park and the soccer fields.
SCOUT CABIN ROOF:
Clerk Gourley reported the contractor, in preparation for replacement of the scout cabin roof, had asked that the City make a color selection.  “Weathered Wood” was selected. 
WATER WELL UPDATE:
Superintendent Meyer reported the Water Well Project was nearing completion.  The road to the well field had been constructed.  The radio control system was left to finish and the results of water testing had not been returned.   He also reported that the Tunnel Well pump had failed; however, the replacement might be obtained under the CDBG-R Project, if funds were still available.

SOURCE WATER  PROT.:
As part of the development of the City’s Source Water Protection Plan, and under the guidance of Katie Miller, Kansas Rural Water Association Source Water Protection Specialist, a Source Water Protection Planning Committee had been designated, consisting of city employees Jesse Meyer, Mike Feldkamp and Perry Zachgo.  A draft of the plan was expected to be completed soon.  Mahin moved to approve the Committee designations.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
WATER RATES CHECKUP:
The Governing Body reviewed the results of the Water Rate Checkup Analysis completed by Ranson Financial Consultants Analyst Laura Ternes.  The analysis indicated that, in order to fund or match funds for an anticipated water main replacement project, the water rates would need to be increased 102% or 80%, respectively. Even though water rates had not been increased since 1994, Council was reluctant to make such a drastic adjustment to the rates at one time.  Clerk Gourley advised that, regardless of how the project was funded, repayment of revenue bonds or revolving loan funds would require a sizeable rate increase.
CDBG PROJ. APPL.:
Clerk Gourley reminded the Governing Body that, as part of the application for CDBG funding of the water main replacement project, a board member should attend a Kansas Interagency Advisory Committee (KIAC) meeting, along with the NCRPC advisor.  City profiles and engineering data were required to be submitted prior to that meeting. 
KMEA/GRDA RES. 10-03:
Resolution No. 10-03, entitled “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, AMENDING  RESOLUTION NO. 10-02  OF THE CITY REGARDING  THE  AUTHORIZATION  OF
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THE EXECUTION OF A POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT, BETWEEN THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, AND THE KANSAS MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY (GRDA PROJECT) FOR SALE OR USE BY THE CITY,” was introduced.  Said Resolution would provide for the delivery of GRDA energy as early as June 1, 2010, instead of the June 1, 2013, date earlier reported.  Morse moved to adopt Resolution No. 10-03.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
ENGINE REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer reported on the progress of the #5 Superior engine overhaul at the Power Plant.
NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
George Miller thanked the City for its part in causing the removal of the derelict property across the street from his residence on South 4th Street.  He suggested the City might take a different, less harsh, approach to encourage its citizens to take care of their properties, including formation of a task force to address the problem.  He also noted progress had been made on the inoperable vehicle complaint lodged in late March.

Mayor Stegman suggested the City place a notice in the newspaper announcing its intent to launch a special effort to encourage the removal of junked and abandoned vehicles from the City, giving owners the opportunity to voluntarily comply with the City Code.  In the meantime, a list of such vehicles will be prepared.

The Governing Body and City Attorney discussed the implications of the Mobile Home Ordinance as it would apply to a camper permanently placed on private property.

CITY-WIDE CLEAN UP:
The Governing Body approved the use of equipment and labor for a city-wide clean up on April 26th and 27th, under the same rules and conditions as had been used in the past.  A notice will be place in the local newspaper.

MOWING  EQUIPMENT:
Because of the age and condition of some of the City’s equipment, Superintendent Meyer had researched local options for replacing two riding mowers.  He recommended the purchase of a 52” Grasshopper mower from Carrico Implement Co., for $8,600.00, with trade-in.  He also recommended a 48” Hustler be purchased from Lincoln Building Supply for $5,537.00, without trade-in.  Discussion followed.  Mahin then moved to purchase the two mowers as recommended.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

HOSPITAL FOUNDATION:
The Lincoln County Hospital and Health Care Foundation had requested a gift in the amount of $5,892.00, to be used to purchase three symmetry treatment chairs.  After careful consideration, the Council decided it would not be appropriate to gift such a sizable amount of city tax dollars which could be utilized for city purposes. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business,  Knight moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:25 p.m.









/s/ Rose M. Gourley









     City Clerk

