
Council Meeting                                                                                                                       April 13, 2009

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Gwen Knight, Joel Mahin, and Arletta R. Morse.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer was also present. 
VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Amy Hawkinson, George Miller, Debbie Ortiz & Joe Ortiz.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the March 9, 2009, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 09-03, for March wages and salaries in the amount of $46,009.47, was presented.  A motion by Mahin, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in March, totaled $82,575.26, and a list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $140,268.183.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, payment of all said invoices, in the amount of $222,843.44, was approved.
DELINQUENT ACCNTS.:
Council reviewed six (6) accounts totaling $1,106.09, on the list of delinquent utilities.
OATHS OF OFFICE:
Clerk Gourley administered the Oath of Office to newly-elected Mayor Glenn M. Stegman and Councilmembers Arletta R. Morse and D. Leon Kingan.
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL:
Crispin nominated Kingan and Kingan nominated Crispin for President of the Council.  Morse moved the nominations cease.  Upon call for vote, Crispin was elected President of the Council.
DEPOSITORIES/NEWSP.:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Morse, the Midwest Community Bank and the Bank of Tescott were designated as Official Depositories for city funds, and the Lincoln Sentinel-Republican was designated as the Official City Newspaper.

APPOINTMENTS/
The following Council Committees were appointed by Mayor Stegman:

COUNCIL COMMITTEES:






Finance – Crispin (Chairman), Morse, Kingan


                              Streets & Alleys – Mahin (Chairman), Knight, Crispin



                    Park, Cemetery & Fire – Knight (Chairman), Mahin, Kingan



                     Light, Water & Sewer – Morse (Chairman), Mahin, Knight

                                                                     Airport, Library & Housing – Kingan (Chairman), Morse, Crispin


Mahin moved to approve the Mayor’s Committee appointments.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.

ARTS COMM. APPNTS.:
Mayor Stegman appointed Ruth Moritz and re-appointed Randy Lohmann to regular 3-year terms on the Lincoln Arts and Humanities Commission.  Morse moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
LIBRARY IMPROVEMENT:
Debbie Ortiz, Lincoln Carnegie Library Board President, provided an update on the Library Improvement Project.  She said the Site Manager was here this week and was expected to turn over the keys next week.  There were some finishing touches still to be done with woodwork and wiring in the circulation desk.  New bookshelves were being built and delivered, and Travis Schwerdtfager should soon be installing the outdoor sign.  With the recent donation and sale of the Ross house, the project would be fully funded.  Mrs. Ortiz once again expressed appreciation for the City’s support throughout the course of the project.  She said it was expected that operational expenses would increase for the new Library, and the “Friends” Group would continue with fundraisers in the future.  She also reported a potential drainage problem existed around the building and, with the addition of the south parking lot entrance from the alley, some traffic-flow issues could develop.
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ROSS FAMILY DONATION:
Attorney Metz reported the Richard Ross family had donated the property at 216 E. Court to the Lincoln Carnegie Library of the City of Lincoln Center.  A Real Estate Contract had subsequently been entered into between the Board of Trustees of the Lincoln Carnegie Library and Art & Terri Wagoner for the sale of the property for $23,500.00.  In ratification of that Contract, Resolution No. 09-02 was presented to the Council.  Said Resolution authorized the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the Ratification of Real Estate Contract and a Corporation General Warranty Joint Tenancy Deed conveying the real estate to Arthur L. and Terri L. Wagoner.  Mahin moved to adopt Resolution 09-02.  Motion seconded by Knight, carried.
OLD LHS BUILDING:
George Miller spoke to the City Council regarding a project he and several other community members had been working on.  Following a first meeting in October, that group had determined that the acquisition and renovation of the old Lincoln High School building was a worthwhile effort.  Another meeting of the group had been held in February.  He said he and Jean Crangle had recently purchased the building and would be immediately transferring it to a non-profit organization named “1922 Foundation.”  He explained what he knew about the condition of the structure and provided a “vision” of what could be utilized on all three floors of the building if it were to be renovated.  He said he would be making requests from numerous entities for support of the project, including the City of Lincoln Center.
KDOT RR CROSSING:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Knight, the KDOT Railroad Crossing Safety Program Agreement introduced at last month’s meeting, was approved and the Mayor authorized to sign on behalf of the City.
POOL/VGB ACT:
Superintendent Meyer advised he had made contacts regarding the Virginia Graeme Baker Act, resulting in an inspection of the pool being completed on April 7th by Carrothers Construction Company, LLC, Paola, KS.   A report of their findings was to be provided at the end of last week but had been delayed.  With the limited time available, there was concern about compliance with the VGB Act if any major changes had to be done with the drainage system prior to Memorial Day.  It had been reported that the availability of “certified” drain covers was limited due to the large number of pools and spas across the country being affected by the Act.  Following further discussion of the ramifications of the VGB Act, it was agreed that a special city council meeting would be called as soon as the report from Carrothers was received.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Clerk Gourley reported on the applicants for pool employee positions.  It was decided to table discussion of pool employment until more information was available regarding the VGB issue.

CEMETERY REGS:
The Governing Body reviewed several provisions of the City Code dealing with the operation and regulations at the Lincoln City Cemetery.  The last increase having occurred in 1999, it was suggested that the fees for permits and price of lots be increased and that the Cemetery Sexton fees be increased accordingly.   Councilmember Morse relayed opposition to the vault requirement previously suggested by Jim Gabelmann, Post Rock Funeral Services.   Clerk Gourley advised she had discussed the issues with Sexton Modrow and he had agreed to all of the changes suggested.  Following further discussion, Morse moved to increase burial and gravestone permits to $25.00, $20.00 of which shall be paid to the cemetery caretaker (sexton), and to increase the price of a burial plot to $100.00 per plot, $20.00 of which shall be paid to the cemetery caretaker.   Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.   An Ordinance will be prepared amending the appropriate provisions of the City Code.  No action was taken regarding the vault requirement.

CAR SHOW IN PARK:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Mahin, the use of the Lincoln City Park was approved for the Lincoln County Rod & Custom Car Show to be held on July 18, 2009.   
WATER WELL UPDATE:
Schwab Eaton Engineer Stuart Porter had provided information regarding the 100-foot requirement for location and protection of water wells.  Attorney Metz said no landowner contract could be prepared without the appropriate legal description.  It was expected that Schwab Eaton would be taking care of the survey work.
SEWER  SYSTEM:
George Miller commended Superintendent Meyer and his crew for the speed in which an issue with his sewer had been resolved.  He said he had contracted to have his individual sewer line opened, and  when it was  determined  to  be a  sewer  main  problem,  the  city’s  timely  response  was  greatly  appreciated. 
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Although he had not received a bill from the plumber as yet, he questioned his responsibility for payment of any contracted billing when the problem was in the City sewer main.  Superintendent Meyer and Clerk Gourley explained how the City presently responds to sewer complaints.  Clerk Gourley explained that the City’s policy in the past was to require the resident to contact a plumber first to determine that the problem was not in their line.  That policy has evolved since the City obtained its sewer jet machine.  Superintendent Meyer said that even though 99% of the problems were in the individual service lines, the City will go out as soon as possible when a problem is reported.  Any claims against the City have always been required to be in writing and would be submitted to the City’s insurance liability carrier.
UTILITY DEPOSIT:
Clerk Gourley reported a situation with a large power customer where neither the utility application nor the deposit had been forthcoming even though the documents had been sent to the customer prior to the requested service date.  Even though the deposit was sizeable, the amount was in line with the code requirements.  It was suggested that the customer be informed to appear before the City Council to request any modification to the deposit requirement.
NUISANCES:
Attorney Metz provided an update on abatement of nuisance activities. 
CITY-WIDE CLEAN UP:
The Governing Body approved the use of equipment and labor for a city-wide clean up on April 27th and 28th under the same rules and conditions as had been used in the past.  A notice will be place in the local newspaper.
ESGR STATEMENT:
Mayor Stegman signed a document entitled “STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR THE GUARD AND RESERVE,” in which the City of Lincoln Center, as an employer, pledged to recognize, honor and enforce the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA).
EQUIPMENT:
After reporting on the estimate from Foley Cat, Superintendent Meyer was authorized to have the Caterpillar backhoe repaired and to continue his search for a road grader.
TENNIS COURT LIGHTS:
Superintendent Meyer provided information regarding the efficiency and savings involved with replacement of the tennis court lights with metal halide fixtures.  He was authorized to purchase eight (8) new fixtures at a price of $185.50 each.  It was suggested that he inquire if automatic timers could be obtained, as well.

ENGINE REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer reported the #1 Superior engine overhaul would soon be completed.  New crankcase doors, intercooler and air line installation was all that remained before the engine would be ready for start-up and testing.
DIESEL FUEL TANK:
Superintendent Meyer reported that, assuming everything could be coordinated, the new diesel fuel tank would soon be placed in the same location as the old one.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:25 p.m.









S/Rose M. Gourley









    City Clerk

