
Council Meeting                                                                                                                       April 14, 2008

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with President of the Council Glenn M. Stegman presiding in the absence of Mayor Del Vignery.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Councilmember absent:  Craig L. Ledet.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer was also present. 
VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Kathie Crispin, Marilyn Helmer, Kerry Isbell, Veronica Rojas, Debbie Ortiz & Joe Ortiz, and Travis Schwerdtfager.  
MINUTES:
Minutes of the March 10, 2008, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 08-03, for March wages and salaries in the amount of $42,806.04, was presented.  A motion by Morse, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in March, totaled $37,942.21, and a list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $51,029.13.  Upon motion by Kingan, seconded by Mahin, all said invoices, in the amount of $88,971.34, were approved for payment.

DELINQUENT ACCNTS.:
Council reviewed ninety-five accounts, totaling $10,185.07, on the list of delinquent utilities.
TOURISM COALITION:
Kathie Crispin, representing the Lincoln County Tourism Coalition, a committee of the Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce, addressed the City Council, requesting assistance with a couple of projects.  She reviewed some of the past accomplishments of the group.  With additional funding assistance, they planned to make visitor information centers (kiosks) at different locations, a new booth for the Kansas Sampler Festival, and, in the future, hoped to have billboards made to welcome visitors to Lincoln County.   She asked if the City crew could install the kiosks in Lincoln and provided options for their locations.  Superintendent Meyer said he thought the City could handle the installation.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Mahin, seconded by Kingan, to contribute $400.00, the approximate cost of one kiosk, to the Lincoln County Tourism Coalition.  Motion carried.

ANIMAL PERMITS: 
Applications for Animal Permits were received from Cindy Gans (for up to five horses) and Jose & Veronica Rojas (for up to 8 equine, bovine, sheep, or goats).  Veronica Rojas was present to answer any questions the Council might have.  Clerk Gourley advised she had received no negative comments from any of the neighbors given notice of the pending applications.  There followed a motion by Morse, seconded by Mahin, to grant both animal permits as requested.  Motion carried.
LIBRARY IMPROVEMENT:
Debbie Ortiz gave a report on the status of the Library Building Improvement Project.  She said the Contract had been let to Harbin Construction, and the work should be getting underway any day now.  She had a list of subcontractors and suppliers provided by Harbin, as well as a time line for construction, to be placed on file at City Hall in the event anyone wanted the information.   She gave a report on fund-raising activities and donations provided to enhance the project, including new Rehabilitation Tax Credits from the State Historical Society.  She asked if the City could budget an additional $10,000.00 in 2009 to pay for the parking lot, thereby freeing up the funds in 2008 for construction costs.   A temporary space to house the library was still needed for an approximate 4-month period from September to December.  She was also checking into the additional cost to insure the new building.
NUISANCE ABATEMENT:
Travis Schwerdtfager was present to request action on the nuisance property located on E. South Street west of his parents’ home.  He said the old mobile home on the property had never been occupied and there had been several occasions when wild animals and cats had been seen coming out from under the trailer.  The broken front window had been recently boarded up but there was no skirting on the mobile home, and there were numerous old wooden pallets lying in the back of the property.  Attorney Metz said he had thought the health issues had been dealt with.  There were still ownership issues regarding the land 
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and the trailer, as well.  He did, however, plan to pursue the next step in the nuisance process to address the problem.   Mr. Schwertdfager assured the Council that he would be returning to the council meetings until the issue was resolved.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Council reviewed the three applications received for pool manager and lifeguards.  Clerk Gourley explained that there had been two other applications picked up but not returned.  Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Morse, Sammi Wright was re-hired as a Manager of the Municipal Pool for the upcoming season; and Cassie Benien & Jessica White were re-hired as lifeguards, with all returning pool employees receiving a $.25 hourly increase from last year.
ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
City Clerk Gourley provided comments regarding the suspension order received from the KCC.  The document extended the period for approval of the interconnection agreement with Mid-Kansas Electric Company to October 26, 2008.  Superintendent Meyer provided information regarding rate structures for the EMP2 Project cities and other issues considered at the last EMP2 meeting.
WATER SYST. CONTROLS:
Mid-States Energy Works, Inc. provided a proposal to replace the water tower controls.  Superintendent Meyer said the controls had been repaired and were working at the present time but there had been problems with the current system in the past.  It had been suggested that if the City upgraded the control system, the water wells should be included in the upgrade.  The matter was tabled for further study.
WATER WELL UPDATE:
Clerk Gourley advised she had contacted Engineer Chris Cox regarding the status of the water well.  He had indicated the water rights application process would be handled by Doug Helmke of the Kansas Rural Water Association and would probably take at least 2-3 months.  He had also been in touch with the geologist, Bob Vincent, as he was continuing to work on the design.  Easement issues were also reviewed but details of those discussions were not available.
ECON. DEVELOPMENT:
City Attorney Metz advised he had received the survey information from Jerry Wollesen regarding the Lebien Seeding and Fencing Project in the Industrial Park, had reviewed required easements with Superintendent Meyer, and subsequently prepared a deed to convey 1.64 acres to Mr. Lebien, subject to necessary easements.  After a short discussion, Mahin moved to approve said deed, seconded by Morse.  Motion carried.  Superintendent Meyer explained his objections to the relocation of a power pole in the Industrial Park.  The cost of the project would be substantial, as it was a major project to move lines associated with 12,000 volts.  He felt, and the City Council agreed, that that cost should not be borne by the City at-large, but by the party requesting the relocation.  It would also require the disconnection of electricity for a period of time which would affect both US Tower and DJ Environmental.
OFFICE EQUIPMENT: 
Clerk Gourley reported one of the office printers had been out of service for some time.  She suggested this might be an opportune time to obtain a color printer to replace the one needing repair.  A tabulation of quotations from three suppliers was provided.  Included in each was an installation charge of $125.00 from Computer Information Concepts.  Morse moved to purchase the lowest priced Lexmark C780N Color Printer from Quill Corporation.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.
BORING EQUIPMENT:
Superintendent Meyer advised the crew had observed a demonstration of equipment used to bore under streets.  The supplier contact had been made when Water Plant Operator Mike Feldkamp attended the annual KRWA Conference.  The machine worked very well in boring the water line for the new home on E. Yauger Street.  The special Conference price was extended for this machine, and Superintendent Meyer approved its purchase, with attachments and scope, for $5,168.95.  Upon motion by Kingan, seconded by Mahin, approval of said purchase was confirmed.

CLEAN UP:
Councilmember Morse asked if there would be clean up or demolition days scheduled this spring.   Because too many projects had been delayed during the time city crews were cleaning up ice storm damage, it did not appear that normal spring clean-up days could be fit in.
RADIO REPEATER:
Councilmember Kingan said the City had agreed to pay a $4,000.00 share of the County’s new radio repeater system.  He said Lincoln County was paying a substantial part of the total cost and each fire department in the county had agreed to share payment.
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STREET SWEEPING:
A request to sweep Lincoln Avenue was relayed.  Superintendent Meyer advised the job was scheduled for Tuesday night. 
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY:
A proclamation to designate the month of May, 2008 as “Motorcycle Awareness Month” had been requested.   There were no objections. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Morse moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:55 p.m.









S/Rose M. Gourley









    City Clerk

