
Council Meeting                                                                                                                      May 10, 2004

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Glenn M. Stegman.  Councilmember absent:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr.  Official present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Superintendent Ron Mason was also present. 
VISITORS: 
In attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Lincoln Co. Economic Development Director J. Stanley Walker, Marguerite Handerson, George Miller, Sheriff Lamar McLeod, Shari Pittenger, Dawn Harlow, John Baetz, Debra Zachgo, Sammi Wright, Sharon Thompson, Bill Wineinger.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the April 12, 2004, regular meeting and April 28, 2004, special meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 04-04, for April wages and salaries in the amount of $41,960.45, was presented. Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,642.42, leaving a net City payroll of $40,318.03.  A motion by Kingan, seconded by Stegman, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in April, totaled $400.06.  A list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $66,533.54.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, all said invoices, in the amount of $66,933.60, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Seven  accounts, totaling $314.23, were on the list of delinquent utilities.
SIDEWALKS:
Marguerite Handerson introduced herself and first thanked Mayor Vignery and his demolition crew for assisting in the clean up of her property at 316 W. Lincoln Ave.  She said she planned to open Marguerite’s Menagerie, a coffee house and gallery, on E. Lincoln Ave., and wished to use a portion of the public sidewalk fronting the shop.  She asked that the City Council grant permission for her to place 2 café tables, with 2 chairs each, next to the building, utilizing approximately 1/3 of the public access.  The tables and chairs would be taken inside each night and would not be used on the sidewalk during the winter.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, Ms. Handerson’s request was granted, under the conditions noted.
HANDICAP PARKING:
Clerk Gourley reported a request had been received from a local resident asking that the City Council consider designating a handicap parking stall near the 4th Street/Lincoln Avenue intersection.  A visitor with mobility issues had to walk nearly a block to eat at the Hungry Hunter Restaurant.  Following discussion of the most appropriate location, Stegman made a motion that the first parking stall on the south side of Lincoln Avenue, west of the aforementioned intersection, be designated for handicap parking.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.

POOL REGULATIONS:
Debra Zachgo and Dawn Harlow presented over 100 signatures on a document requesting the City Council reconsider its current policy for the family swim session at the pool.  In addition to parents, legal guardians, and grandparents, the petition asked that adult aunts and uncles be allowed to accompany children during the designated family swim time from 7-8 p.m.  They said that some parents and grandparents worked odd hours and often times the aunts and uncles were the only ones available to take the children to swim.  Pool Managers Shari Pittenger and Sammi Wright were asked for their thoughts on the expansion of the family swim.  They said the family time had been originated as an opportunity for parents to swim with their children.  This year grandparents had been added to the family definition.  If extended family members continued to be added, it would become a nightmare for pool personnel to determine the genealogical connection of the families admitted.  Other scenarios were generally discussed.  There followed a motion by Ledet, seconded by Florence, that the family swim session continue to be restricted to children accompanied by parents, legal guardians, or grandparents.  Motion carried.
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POOL PERSONNEL:
Clerk Gourley said she had received additional lifeguard applications from Andrew Michels and Amy Graves.  The applicants had the necessary lifeguard certifications or were in the process of obtaining them.  The Pool Managers said extra guards were usually needed at some point before the season ended.  Thereafter, Stegman moved to hire Andrew Michels and Amy Graves as pool lifeguards.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.
TERMITE CONTROL:
It was reported that termite infestation had been discovered at the pool during the replacement of the entrance counter to the bathhouse cage.  There being an immediate concern that the infestation would spread to the new pool roof, World Pest Control had been contacted and had placed a Sentricon Colony Elimination System around the bathhouse and pump house.  The cost of the installation and one year contract was $1,365.00.
BIKING ACROSS KS:
Clerk Gourley, representing the Chamber Hospitality Committee, asked the Governing Body for assistance with the Biking Across Kansas event on June 8, 2004.  She requested electricity be provided for the planned concert in the park and that City facilities be made available as needed or in case of bad weather.  The requests were granted.
CAR SHOW:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, approval was granted for the annual Car Show to be held in the City Park on September 4, 2004.
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL:
Councilmember Florence made a motion to elect Glenn M. Stegman, President of the Council.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.

DEPOSITORIES &
Upon  motion  by  Stegman, seconded  by  Ledet, the  Midwest  Community  Bank and the Saline Valley

NEWSPAPER:
Branch of the Bank of Tescott were designated as Official Depositories for City funds, and the Lincoln Sentinel-Republican was designated as the Official City Newspaper.

APPOINTMENTS/
Mayor Vignery made the following City Official appointments for the ensuing year:
CITY OFFICIALS:



                                                            City Clerk – Rose M. Gourley
                                                                                                        City Treasurer – Galen L. Liggett

                                                                                                         City Attorney – Daniel D. Metz

                                                                                                                Fire Chief – Terry L. Stertz

                                                                                                    Municipal Judge – Ardith I. Von Fange


There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENTS/
The following Council Committees were appointed by Mayor Vignery:

COUNCIL COMMITTEES:



                                                                      Finance – Ledet (Chairman), Crispin, Kingan


                                                       Streets & Alleys – Florence (Chairman), Ledet, Stegman


                                              Park, Cemetery & Fire – Stegman (Chairman), Florence, Kingan


                                              Light, Water & Sewer – Crispin (Chairman), Florence, Ledet


                                    Airport, Library & Housing – Kingan (Chairman), Crispin, Stegman


Stegman moved, Florence seconded, that the Mayor’s Committee appointments be approved.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENTS/
Mayor Vignery appointed Monte Roberts to a 4-year term as a member of the  Lincoln Carnegie Library
LIBRARY BOARD:
Board.  Florence moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried.
COMPUTER MONITORS:
A comparison report of flat screen computer monitor prices from six different suppliers was reviewed. There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, that three monitors be purchased from Sam’s Club at a price of $398.76 each.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.
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OFFICE FURNITURE:
Ledet moved the following:  to allow the City Clerk’s Office to close to the public at noon, Friday, and to re-open at noon on Monday, with prior public notice, to allow for installation of new office furniture; to publish a notice in the local newspaper that the City would be accepting sealed bids on the old furniture until May 19, 2004; and that the Mayor be given authority to accept or reject any and all bids.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried.
NEIGHBORHOOD REV.:
Clerk Gourley and Economic Development Director Walker explained the amendment provisions contained in the Neighborhood Revitalization Program for Lincoln Center, Kansas.  The amendment to the current plan, which expires at the end of 2004, would allow the inclusion of a major portion of the Sheppard Addition, and other locations, into Area 1.  Discussion was held regarding future rebate procedures and renewal of the Neighborhood Revitalization Program following the current program expiration.  Resolution No. 04-01, calling for notice of an 8:00 p.m. public hearing to be held on June 14, 2004, was reviewed.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, that Resolution No. 04-01 be adopted.  Motion carried.
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT:
Correspondence had been received from Post Rock Rural Water District consenting to the City of Lincoln Center’s request to extend water service to the Sheppard Addition.  Stanley Walker presented Kaw Valley Engineering’s most recent plat design for the Sheppard Housing Development.  He said the engineers need to re-establish estimated project costs.  It was noted that approximately $7800.00 in engineering costs had been incurred by KVE to date.  Drainage issues resulting from the possible clearing of Yauger Creek east of the development were discussed.  Superintendent Mason expressed concerns that the opening of the Creek would impact the speed and flow of water through the City Park and beyond.  Walker said the extent of the clearing of Yauger Creek had not been determined, and he was working with the Lincoln County Commissioners to improve the drainage around and past the Lincoln Avenue Bridge.  There was no definitive answer regarding a date when lots would become available for sale or what additional marketing efforts would be employed by the City when that time came.  There were still variables, including costs of improvements and financing, that had yet to be determined.  Following further discussion, a motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, that Kaw Valley Engineering’s preliminary plat of the housing development area be approved and that KVE be given authority to proceed with the infrastructure design work.  Motion carried.
BUILDING CODES:
Clerk Gourley advised several of the Building and Fire Codes adopted by reference should be updated.  Three official copies of each code would need to be made available at City Hall for inspection by the public.  The Uniform Building Code, the Uniform Plumbing Code, the National Electric Code, and the Fire Prevention Codes in the latest editions should be obtained prior to amending the ordinances incorporating them by reference.  Stegman made a motion to proceed with obtaining the most recent editions of said Codes.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.

HOUSING DEMOLITION:
Mayor Vignery thanked the approximately 35 volunteers and the property owners involved with the recent housing demolition and clean up project.  He said Saturday’s project had been a huge success, with 6 structures being demolished, the demolition waste removed, and the lots cleaned up.  Numerous individuals had donated labor and equipment, Lincoln County had provided a reduced disposal rate, and the result was an improved appearance for the community.  Bill Wineinger commended the City for its efforts in cleaning up the community and said other ideas were being investigated, including the possibility of property being deeded to the City in the future when demolition was necessary.
JUNKED VEHICLES:
Councilmember Stegman reported numerous vehicle owners had been contacted regarding removal of junked vehicles from their property.  Many had voluntarily agreed to have the vehicles removed.  It appeared that there would need to be official notices sent to those who were not in voluntary compliance, reminding them of the ordinance requirements.
HOUSING REHAB.:
John Baetz made mention of the upcoming Housing Rehabilitation Grant application and the administration requirements of the Grant, if awarded.

JAKE BRAKES/ORD. #649:
There came on for consideration an Ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING ARTICLE  2  OF CHAPTER XIV OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS,
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PROHIBITING THE USE OR OPERATION OF MECHANICAL EXHAUST DEVICES ALSO KNOWN AS ENGINE BRAKES, COMPRESSION BRAKES OR ‘JAKE BRAKES’ WITHIN THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER.”  The Ordinance was read and considered, afterwhich Councilmember Stegman moved its passage.  Motion seconded by Florence, carried, with the following vote:  Ayes:  Florence, Kingan, Ledet, Stegman.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #649 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.

ELECTRIC RATES/
There next came on for consideration an Ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING NEW
ORDINANCE NO. 650:
ELECTRIC RATES FOR ELECTRIC SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER; INCLUDING RATES FOR COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL DUSK TO DAWN YARDLIGHTS.”  Clerk Gourley explained that the new ordinance provided for a monthly service charge for all classes of customers and a $.01 increase in the charge per kWH.  Florence moved to pass said Ordinance.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried, with the following vote:  Ayes:  Florence, Kingan, Ledet, Stegman.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #650 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.
REAL ESTATE SALE:
Attorney Metz had left word that he expected the pending real estate contract to be accepted within the week.
CUSTODIAL AGREEMENT:
City Clerk Gourley was authorized to act on behalf of the City of Lincoln Center under a Custodial Agreement with Sunflower Bank and Midwest Community Bank.

MOSQUITO CONTROL:
Superintendent Mason said that, due to the recent rains, he would be putting out some of the briquettes provided by the Lincoln County Health Department to kill mosquito larvae.
WATER WELL LEVELS:
Superintendent Mason reported the Tunnel and Woody wells had gained a little but the Gabelmann well levels had dropped another 4” since last measurement.

DRAINAGE DITCH:
Dawn Harlow asked about getting the drainage ditch cleaned out at the E. Bowland/S. 3rd Street location.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Councilmember Ledet called for an executive session for 10 minutes to discuss personnel matters of non-elected personnel.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried.  The Governing Body recessed into executive session at 9:15 p.m. and returned to regular session at 9:22 p.m.
SOCCER FIELDS:
There was some discussion of the potential development of a portion of the Sheppard property east of Yauger Creek into soccer fields.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:24 p.m.







S/Rose M. Gourley






    City Clerk

