
Council Meeting                                                                                                                      May 10, 2010

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Gwen Knight, and Joel Mahin.  Councilmember absent:  Arletta R. Morse.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.   Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer. 
VISITORS:
In attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Doug McKinney, Mandy Fincham, Stuart Porter, Jack Meili, Joe Cassell, Norman Mannel, T J. Jonsson, and Amy Hawkinson.     
MINUTES:
Minutes of the April 12, 2010, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 10-04, for April wages and salaries in the amount of $44,051.49 was presented.   A motion by Kingan, seconded by Mahin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in April totaled $23,570.64.  A list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $55,896.68. Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Kingan, all said invoices in the amount of $79,467.32 were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Eleven (11) accounts, totaling $1,612.12, were on the list of delinquent utilities. 
PRES. OF COUNCIL:
Knight moved to elect Jack D. Crispin, Jr. as President of the Council.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  
OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Knight, the Bank of Tescott and the Midwest Community Bank were designated as Official Depositories for City funds.
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER:
Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Knight, the Lincoln Sentinel-Republican was designated as the Official City Newspaper. 
FRA TREASURER BOND:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Mahin, the Treasurer’s bond for the Lincoln Firefighters Relief Association was approved.

APPOINTMENTS/
Mayor Stegman made the following City Official appointments for the ensuing year:
CITY OFFICIALS:

                                                                                                               City Clerk – Rose M. Gourley

                                                                                                  Deputy City Clerk – Heather N. Simms

                                                                                                        City Treasurer – Galen L. Liggett

                                                                                                         City Attorney – Daniel D. Metz

                                                                                                                Fire Chief – Terry L. Stertz

                                                                                                     Municipal Judge – Brian V. Grace

There followed a motion by Mahin, seconded by Kingan, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENTS/
The following Council Committees were appointed by Mayor Stegman:
COUNCIL COMMITTEES:



                                                              Finance - Crispin (Chairman), Morse, Kingan


                                                Streets & Alleys - Mahin (Chairman), Knight, Crispin



                        Park, Cemetery & Fire - Knight (Chairman), Mahin, Kingan


                                       Light, Water & Sewer - Morse (Chairman), Mahin, Knight

                             Airport, Library & Housing - Kingan (Chairman), Morse, Crispin


Crispin moved to approve the Mayor’s Committee appointments.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
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POOL PERSONNEL:
Three new applications for pool lifeguards were received.  Mahin moved to employ Jennifer Crist, Dakotah Eidet, and Tori Hayworth as relief guards, at $6.25 per hour, subject to the completion of necessary training.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.

The Governing Body reviewed information provided regarding the 90-day rule for youth employment.  They also reconsidered the hourly wage set for the co-managers hired last month.  After a short discussion, Crispin moved to adjust Nicholas Ledet’s wage to reflect the current minimum wage of $7.25 and to increase Shari Pittenger’s and Sammi Wright’s hourly wages by $.25.  Motion seconded by Mahin.  Upon call for vote, three Councilmembers voted in favor of the motion with Councilmember Knight abstaining.  With the abstention counting on the prevailing side, the motion carried 4-0.

The City Council re-visited a suggestion from the Managers that the pool be closed earlier on weekends due to the lack of attendance.   Mahin moved to change the hours of operation at the Municipal Pool to reflect a 6:00 p.m. closing on Saturday and Sunday.  Motion seconded by Knight, carried.
DONALD K ROSS HWY.:
Joe Cassell and Jack Meili were present to request the City of Lincoln Center’s assistance in honoring Donald Kirby Ross, the first man to receive the Congressional Medal of Honor in World War II.  Mr. Ross’s birthplace was Beverly, KS, and signage, costing approximately $5500.00, was being placed there and along K-18 highway denoting it as the Donald K. Ross Memorial Highway.  Mr. Cassell said any amount of assistance the City could provide would be appreciated.
WATER WELL PROJECT:
Stuart Porter, Project Engineer, reported the Water Well Project was complete, only lacking final inspection.  He presented Mid Kansas Underground, Inc.’s Pay Estimate No. 2 in the amount of $42,714.18.  He also provided a Change Order document listing 10 changes to the Contract Documents and the justifications for each.  The overall effect of the Change Orders was an increase of $3,135.20, bringing the total Mid Kansas Underground Contract Price to $143,095.20.  He said the contractor had done an excellent job.  Superintendent Meyer and the City Crew were also commended for the amount of time and effort contributed to the project.   There followed a motion by Mahin, seconded by Crispin, to approve the Change Orders and Pay Estimate No.2, as presented.  Motion carried.
WATER MAIN PROJECT:
Doug McKinney, Executive Director, and Mandy Fincham, Community Development Specialist, North Central Regional Planning Commission, provided options for funding the water main replacement project previously under discussion.  One of the options, a “2010 Special CDBG Allocation Round,” appeared most beneficial to the city if the city could meet the deadlines.  The application deadline of June 15, 2010, would require an immediate decision and a special meeting to hold a public hearing. The 15% match and other requirements were easier to meet than those in the second option, the traditional 2011 Water and Sewer Grant application, due September 30, 2010.  The third option was to delay application for grant funds.   It was highly recommended that the water rates be raised to meet the state-wide average, if the City wished to utilize CDBG funds. After reviewing the information, the Council indicated its preference for the first option.

Stuart Porter, Schwab-Eaton Consulting Engineer, provided specific information about the project, suggesting the total project costs could be scaled down to approximately $600,000.00 for the Special CDBG Allocation Round if the City were willing to assume the job of re-asphalting the streets affected by the water main replacements.  The street work could be done over time as funds were available.  He also explained that there would be some engineering costs associated with the preparation of the preliminary plans and cost estimates, not to exceed $2,000.00.  A letter of understanding would be provided by Schwab-Eaton to cover these preliminary consulting fees.

The Governing Body discussed the formulation of a Plan to bring the City’s water rate structure in line with the state-wide average within the next 2-3 years.  Engineer Porter made some suggestions and agreed to prepare a plan for the City’s review. 

Following further discussion, Crispin moved to apply for the 2010 Special CDBG Allocation Round funding for  the water main  replacement project.  Motion seconded by  Mahin, carried.    In order to meet 
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requirements in the time frame available, a Special City Council meeting was scheduled for June 3, 2010, at 7:30 a.m.
ENGINE REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer reported Ted Bunn was proceeding with work on Superior Engine #5 at the Power Plant.  Unfortunately, he did not anticipate the next engine to be in any better condition than the first two overhauled. 

NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
The Council examined an updated Report of Abatement Notices sent to owners of nuisance properties.  
PETITION/FARMWAY COOP:
T. J. Jonsson turned in a “Petition to stop Coop expansion inside or in close vicinity to city limits.”  The Petition stated that the current operations of the local Coop had negatively impacted the neighborhood in the form of increased noise, truck traffic, grain dust/health issues and disturbance of the peace. The Petition contained over 50 signatures of concerned citizens urging the City Council to act now to stop the future expansion plans of Farmway Coop inside or near the City of Lincoln.

Norman Mannel asked if there had been any suggestion of a “bag house” or “cyclone” collection system at the elevator.
WATER RIGHTS:
Correspondence from the Division of Water Resources, dated May 4, 2010, was reviewed.  Water Project Engineer Stuart Porter said he had just advised Superintendent Meyer regarding the City’s response to the letter.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
At 8:46 p.m., Crispin moved to enter into executive session for 15 minutes for the purpose of consultation with an attorney on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  The City Attorney and City Clerk were invited to remain.  The Governing Body returned to regular session at 9:01 p.m.

HANDICAP PARKING:  
Clerk Gourley relayed a complaint regarding the lack of any handicap parking in front of the local grocery store.   Following a discussion of the best possible location, it was determined that the southernmost space in front of Lincoln Grocery on S. 4th Street be designated for handicapped parking. 
SMOKING BAN:
The “Statewide Smoking Ban,” recently enacted by the Kansas Legislature, was discussed.  Clerk Gourley pointed out that the provisions of the new law were well outlined in the Legal Forum of the March Kansas Government Journal.  As employers, cities should adopt written smoking policies for their facilities, clearly prohibiting smoking at all city enclosed facilities.
INDY PARK USE:
Correspondence from George Miller reported the date of the previously approved sale at the Industrial Park location had been delayed one week to May 19, 2010.  He also indicated the auction was being conducted by United Country Auction for Jones Harvesting rather than the Bank of Tescott.
ELECTRIC BILLING:
Clerk Gourley provided a spreadsheet indicating a three-year under-billing for an electric account.  The error was recently discovered and had been corrected; however, no attempt had been made to recover the loss.   The Governing Body indicated no further action need be taken at this time.
LADDER FIRE TRUCK:
Mayor Stegman relayed information from Fire Chief Stertz regarding the condition of the City’s ladder truck. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business,  Mahin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:17 p.m.









/s/ Rose M. Gourley






    

    City Clerk

