
Council Meeting                                                                                                                      May 12, 2008

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer. 
VISITORS:
In attendance for all or portions of the meeting:   Jyll Phillips.  
MINUTES:
Minutes of the April 14, 2008, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 08-04, for April wages and salaries in the amount of $45,819.14 was presented.   A motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in April totaled $84,913.21.  A list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $50,131.65. Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, all said invoices, in the amount of $135,044.86, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Twenty-one (21) accounts, totaling $2,290.82, were on the list of delinquent utilities.  Clerk Gourley requested approval to write off, for book-keeping purposes only, seventeen (17) of the accounts, totaling $1874.92.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, said request was granted.
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL:
Upon motion by Ledet, seconded by Mahin, Glenn M. Stegman was elected President of the Council.
DEPOSITORIES:
Upon motion by Ledet, seconded by Mahin, the Midwest Community Bank and the Bank of Tescott were designated as Official Depositories for City funds.

NEWSPAPER:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, the Lincoln Sentinel-Republican was designated as the Official City Newspaper.

FRA TREASURER BOND:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Stegman, the Treasurer’s bond for the Lincoln Firefighters Relief Association was approved.

APPOINTMENTS/
Mayor Vignery made the following City Official appointments for the ensuing year:
CITY OFFICIALS:

                                                                                                               City Clerk – Rose M. Gourley

                                                                                                  Deputy City Clerk – Heather N. Simms

                                                                                                        City Treasurer – Galen L. Liggett

                                                                                                         City Attorney – Daniel D. Metz

                                                                                                                Fire Chief – Terry L. Stertz

                                                                                                     Municipal Judge – Brian V. Grace

There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENTS/
The following Council Committees were appointed by Mayor Vignery:

COUNCIL COMMITTEES:






Finance – Stegman (Chairman), Morse, Kingan





 Streets & Alleys – Mahin (Chairman), Ledet, Stegman




        Park, Cemetery & Fire – Ledet (Chairman), Mahin, Kingan




        Light, Water & Sewer – Morse (Chairman), Mahin, Ledet



              Airport, Library & Housing – Kingan (Chairman), Morse, Stegman


 Stegman moved to approve the Mayor’s Committee appointments.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.
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APPOINTMENTS/ARTS:
Mayor Vignery appointed Pam Morgan and Mary Ann Stertz to regular 3-year terms and Randy Lohmann to an unexpired 3-year term on the Lincoln Arts and Humanities Commission.  Morse moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.

APPOINTMENT/LIBRARY:
Mayor Vignery appointed Anne Grace to a 4-year term on the Lincoln Carnegie Library Board.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Stegman, the Mayor’s appointment was confirmed.
APPOINTMNT/PORT AUTH:
Mayor Vignery appointed Todd Haring to a 4-year term on the Lincoln Port Authority Board.  Morse moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment, seconded by Mahin.  Motion carried.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Clerk Gourley presented additional applications for employment at the municipal pool from Shari Pittenger, Elizabeth Flaherty, Molee Owens, Kara Cavalli, Taylor Biggs, Lacy Ayers, Taylor Ayers, and Rachel Meyer.  She said six of the applicants were new this year and would be completing a lifeguard training class later this month.  Stegman moved to employ all of the new applicants, once all necessary certifications were in place, at $5.85 per hour; and to employ Shari Pittenger and Elizabeth Flaherty, at a $.25 wage increase over last year.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried. 
ELECT. RATE ORD. # 669:
The Governing Body reviewed two reports provided by the Clerk Gourley in which the cost of energy and other electric fund expenses were compared to the revenue from energy sales. The reports covered the period since the last electric rate increase in September of 2005.  The expenses had increased significantly, and energy prices were continuing to climb.  A graph of natural gas futures provided by KMEA indicated there would be substantial increases for that commodity.  There followed consideration of an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING NEW ELECTRIC RATES FOR ELECTRIC SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER; INCLUDING RATES FOR COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL DUSK TO DAWN YARDLIGHTS.”  Morse moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Ledet.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Kingan, Ledet, Mahin, Morse, and Stegman.  Councilmembers voting Nay:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, was assigned #669 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.
AIRPORT GRANT:
Clay Haring had reported that the Lincoln Port Authority had received a grant from the Department of Transportation, not to exceed $45,000.00, for replacement of the runway lights and beacon at the Lincoln Municipal Airport.  It was anticipated that the 10% local share of the project would be funded by the Port Authority.

LEBIEN PROJECT:
Attorney Metz provided information regarding a change in the boundaries of the Industrial Park property transferred to Doug Lebien.  The change, reflected in the deed executed by Mayor Vignery and Clerk Gourley, was necessary in order to accommodate utility easements and maintenance of the drainage ditch.  In order to avoid the complication of relocating power poles in the Industrial Park, the City Council discussed the possibility of providing an alternate 80’ driveway entrance for Mr. Lebien.  Superintendent Meyer advised the cost of the whistle would be the main outlay for the City.  Stegman moved to construct the second driveway entrance for Mr. Lebien.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.

NUISANCES:
A list of nine (9) health nuisance notices was provided, and the action taken in response in each case was reviewed.  City Attorney Metz reported he had sent a letter to the owner of record of the property on E. South Street.  There was a dispute over ownership of the property creating an additional complication.  Council decided it would be best to notice both parties in this case.  It was also decided to abate one of the nuisances immediately for safety reasons (refrigerator with door attached.)

GO BONDS/HOUSING DEV.:
Clerk Gourley advised she had made contact with the financial consulting firm used in the issuance of the temporary note for the development of the Sheppard property.   With the temporary note maturing December 1, 2008, General Obligation Bonds would need to be issued.  It was anticipated that the GO Bond process would take approximately 120 days.  If initial payment on the bonds would be made in 2009, that information would be needed for budget preparation this year.
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KMEA MUTUAL AID:        
The Governing Body received information regarding the KMEA Mutual Aid Program regional luncheon meeting to be held in Lincoln on July 9, 2008.  Clerk Gourley advised she was in the process of arranging for the meal.  Council suggested the Finch Theater be used for the luncheon location if a room was not available at a local restaurant.
HIGH SPEED INTERNET:
Clerk Gourley relayed information received from NCKCN regarding the eventual phase-out of the broadband internet services in Lincoln.  She had also contacted Nex-Tech Wireless to cooperate with NCKCN’s technician in trying to resolve a noise issue at the tower site, which, according to NCKCN, had seemed to intensify soon after the Nex-Tech antennas were placed into operation on the water tower.
ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
Superintendent Meyer advised there was a leak in one of the aqua towers at the power plant, and he was in the process of determining the best way to handle the repair.
WIND TOWERS:
Clerk Gourley reported a Smoky Hill Wind Farm representative, as well as a Lincoln County Commissioner, had assured the City that any damages to the west end of Lincoln Ave., caused by the weight of the wind towers, would be repaired.
CLEAN-UP:
Councilmember Kingan provided information about a policy being utilized in Beloit to assist residents with clean-up.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:30 p.m.









S/Rose M. Gourley






    

    City Clerk

