
Council Meeting                                                                                                                      May 14, 2007

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Councilmember absent:  Joel Mahin.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer. 
VISITORS:
In attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Mike Schmaderer, Debbie Ortiz, Jack Crispin, Evelyn Schroeder, Pat Florence, Amy Hawkinson, Joette Panzer, John Gabelmann, George Miller, and Chris Behrens. 
MINUTES:
Minutes of the April 9, 2007, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 07-04, for April wages and salaries in the amount of $41,819.37 was presented. Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,897.70, leaving a net City payroll of $39,921.67.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in April totaled $309.38.  A list of unpaid invoices received to date totaled $53,174.85. Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices, in the amount of $53,484.23, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Seventy-five accounts, totaling $9,163.31, were on the list of delinquent utilities.  Clerk Gourley explained that the number of delinquent accounts was not unusual for the time of the month.
OATH OF OFFICE:
Clerk Gourley administered the Oath of Office to Councilmember-elect Craig L. Ledet.


FRA TREASURER BOND:
Upon motion by Kingan, seconded by Morse, the Treasurer’s bond for the Lincoln Firefighters Relief Association was approved.

APPOINTMENTS/
Mayor Vignery made the following City Official appointments for the ensuing year:
CITY OFFICIALS:

                                                                                                               City Clerk – Rose M. Gourley

                                                                                                  Deputy City Clerk – Heather N. Simms

                                                                                                        City Treasurer – Galen L. Liggett

                                                                                                         City Attorney – Daniel D. Metz

                                                                                                                Fire Chief – Terry L. Stertz

                                                                                                     Municipal Judge – Brian V. Grace

There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion carried.
APPOINTMENTS:
Mayor Vignery appointed Debbie Breneman to a 4-year term on the Lincoln Carnegie Library Board and Robert Crangle to a 4-year term on the Lincoln Port Authority Board.  Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
LIBRARY PROJECT:
Debbie Ortiz provided an update on the Library Renovation and Improvement Project.  She said the project cost had increased to approximately $413,000.00.  The “Friends of the Lincoln Carnegie Library” organization had so far raised approximately $319,000.00. The Heritage Trust Fund Preservation Grant, if funded, would provide an additional $75,000.00.  She said the architect was waiting to complete the design until the results of the Preservation Grant were known.  In the meantime, she asked that the City “earmark” $50,000.00 in the City’s budget for the Library Project.  Clerk Gourley said the 2007 Budget, adopted by the Governing Body in 2006, had been prepared with the Library Project in mind.  It included $10,000.00 estimated for the parking lot and up to $40,000.00, if necessary, to assist in completing the project.
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NUISANCE HEARING:
Chris Behrens had requested a hearing before the Governing Body regarding a “Notice to Abate Health Nuisance.”  Attorney Metz said a complaint had been received and the health officer had responded with the information contained in the attachments to his notice.  Mr. Behrens advised the nature of his business required the junk vehicles, iron piles, and other recyclable materials be kept at the location until full loads could be accumulated for transport.  He had considered putting up a fence but knew the City needed access to its road oil tank and some kind of arrangement needed to be worked out for that situation.  Discussion followed.  It was recognized that the efforts of Mr. Behrens in removing junk vehicles was providing a benefit to the community.  Mayor Vignery and Superintendent Meyer said they would meet with Mr. Behrens on site to see if something could be resolved.  Mr. Behrens also reported that he was in the process of acquiring the property on South 1st Street which had been the subject of numerous nuisance discussions.

KMEA EMP 2 PROJECT:
Mike Schmaderer explained the basics of the Energy Management Project No. 2 Agreement between the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency (KMEA) and the City of Lincoln Center.  The Agreement provided for a pool of cities to participate together in an effort to obtain the most economical energy and secure future energy supplies.  As the City’s electrical engineer, he recommended the City participate in the pool.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, that the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to execute said Agreement.  Motion carried.

LONG TERM POWER:
Mr. Schmaderer, speaking on behalf of KMEA, addressed the issues facing the City with the termination of its current energy contract in November.  He spoke of the alternatives for obtaining a long term power supply.  Requests for Proposals had been solicited from 13 regional utilities and public power agencies, 5 proposals from 3 suppliers had been received and examined by KMEA.  A City-specific evaluation had been prepared based on estimated requirements for the next 20 years.  Based on the information available at this time, Mr. Schmadered recommended the City acquire as much Jeffrey Energy Center (JEC) and Holcomb East (HE) energy (when and if it becomes available) as possible.

PARK/CEM. PERSONNEL:
Superintendent Meyer recommended the employment of three applicants for the Cemetery & Park Maintenance positions.  All three had worked for the City last summer.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, to re-hire Matt Eckhart, at $6.50 per hour, and A. J. Simms and Matt Hanson, at $6.25 per hour.  Motion carried.
HEART-HANDS PROJECT:
Council had no objections to a request to add the “Heart-Hands-Home” project site on East Yauger Street to the City’s regular mowing schedule this year.
WORKER’S COMP.:
A recent edition of the KMIT Newsletter recommended employers adopt a “Return to Work” policy for employees injured on the job.  The purpose of the policy would be to assist employees who sustain an injury to safely return to work at the earliest medically practical time in a temporary job assignment, both for the benefit of the employee and the employer.  Clerk Gourley provided an example of a return to work situation.  For simplification purposes, she suggested the temporary assignments carry the same wage and benefits as the employee’s regular duties.  A document entitled “City of Lincoln Center Return to Work Policy” was presented.  Stegman moved to adopt said policy.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
WATER SYSTEM:
There was nothing new to report regarding the well development project.  Superintendent Meyer said the level in the wells was continuing to improve with the recent rains.

WATER TOWER LEASE:
Clerk Gourley reported the results of her contacts with other cities who where leasing water tower space to Next-tech Wireless, LLC.  No problems had been reported, and the monthly lease amount was consistent, in most cases, with that paid to other cities.  Following further discussion, it was decided that the lease should be approved.

NUISANCE ABATEMENTS:
City Attorney Metz had prepared and presented two Resolutions authorizing the abatement of nuisances at two locations in the City.  These particular locations had been the subject of much previous discussion over the course of almost two years.  It was, therefore, deemed appropriate that further action should be taken.  The resolutions would allow the City to alleviate the conditions and pass the cost on to the owner
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of the property.  Ledet moved to adopt Resolutions No. 07-02 and 07-03, each entitled, “RESOLUTIONS AUTHORIZING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE.”  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  
SURPLUS EQUIPMENT:
Clerk Gourley reported there had been only two bids for the old Gateway Computers and the high bid had been accepted.  The second computer was offered for the same price.  Since the bidding had closed, other parties had shown interest.  Discussion followed about the remaining computer equipment.   It was decided, however, that, since the sale proceeds were so minimal, another sale should be postponed until enough surplus property was available to make a sale worthwhile.
SCULPTURE GARDEN:
Clerk Gourley relayed a request to utilize the grassy area east of the City Hall building for a proposed “sculpture garden.”   Council had no objections to the request.
GREESNBURG DONATION:
Stegman moved to donate $100.00 from the Water Fund and $100.00 from the General Fund to the Greensburg Tornado Relief Funds created by the Kansas Rural Water Association and the League of Kansas Municipalities.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

MOBILE PHONE:
Following a discussion of available options, a motion was made by Morse, seconded by Kingan, to execute a 2-year contract with Alltel for a “Greater Freedom” wireless plan and “construction” phone with insurance option.  Motion carried.  Said phone, for business use only, was to be carried by the City Superintendent or made available at job sites.
FIRE DEPT. GRANT:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, a FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant application was approved.  Said application for funds in the amount of $245,000.00, for the construction of a fire training tower and burn room annex, included a $12,250.00 local match.  Lincoln County Emergency Manager Job had indicated the matching funds would be shared by the various entities in Lincoln County benefiting from the improvement.

TORNADO SHELTER:
In order for it to be used as a tornado shelter, the Governing Body agreed to provide Lincoln County Emergency Management with a key to the basement of City Hall.
EPA SPCC INSPECTION:
Superintendent Meyer advised the EPA had been sent confirmation of the City’s efforts to correct the deficiencies identified in the EPA inspection of the Power Plant last year.  He also suggested that the entire power plant area be fenced when that part of the SPCC Plan was being completed.  Council agreed.

SAFE RTES TO SCHOOLS:
Mayor Vignery reported that Phase 2 of the Safe Routes to Schools Program would require some matching funds, specifically for engineering.  It was uncertain at this time which entity would be expected to provide those funds.

WEED NUISANCES:
Clerk Gourley reported numerous letters had been mailed to property owners regarding violation of the City’s weed ordinance. 
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:27 p.m.







S/Rose M. Gourley






    City Clerk

