
Council Meeting                                                                                                                  June 8, 2009

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Gwen Knight, and Arletta R. Morse.  Councilmembers absent:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Joel Mahin.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.

VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:   Jyll Phillips, Sara Crangle. 
MINUTES:
Minutes of the May 11, 2009, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 09-05, for May wages and salaries in the amount of $48,327.52, was presented.  A motion by Morse, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in May, totaled $61,581.54.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $128,278.51. Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Kingan, all said invoices, in the amount of $189,860.05, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of thirteen delinquent utility accounts in the amount of $2,141.31.
ANIMAL PERMIT:
Cindy Gans’s application for a permit to keep 7-10 calves was again brought up for consideration.  Sheriff Black had completed the law enforcement inspection portion of the application and had indicated no problems with the enclosures or drainage, and the location of the pens was such that no property owners or residences within 200 feet would be affected.  Kingan moved to grant said permit.  Motion seconded by Knight, carried.
NUISANCE ABATEMENTS:
A listing of abatement notices sent so far this year was reviewed.  Attorney Metz advised he had nothing new to report regarding the abatement proceedings previously discussed.  Councilmember Knight provided information about a couple of new locations in need of attention.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Kingan, Emma Huskey was hired as a lifeguard for the pool, at $6.25 per hour. 
PERSONNEL:
Superintendent Meyer reported that city employee Cody Rathbun had taken the Wastewater Treatment Facility Operator course and recently passed the certification exam to become a Class II Operator.   For his accomplishment, Meyer recommended Rathbun be granted a wage increase.   Morse moved to approve a $.25 per hour wage increase for Cody Rathbun, effective with the June payroll.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.


Councilmember Knight moved to confirm the recent employment of Dennis Pittenger for the maintenance worker position, at $10.00 per hour.  Motion seconded by Morse.  Upon call for vote, Councilmember Kingan abstained.  His abstention counting on the prevailing side, the motion carried.  

STIMULUS FUNDING:
Sara Crangle, Community Development Representative, North Central Regional Planning Commission, provided information regarding the procedures for application for Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Recovery Act funds.  The specifics of the application process had just been released June 1st.  A public hearing notice had been published with the hearing scheduled for June 9, 2009, at 2 p.m.  The specific project application to be discussed was the construction of a new public water supply well and improvements to two existing wells west of town.  Ms. Crangle explained that the Environmental Review process could be completed by NCRPC for a $2,000.00 fee.  If the project did not get funded, half of the fee would be forgiven.  Morse moved to authorize the North Central Regional Planning Commission to conduct the Environmental Review.  Motion seconded by Knight, carried.  Also, the time frame had been shortened for “Stimulus” projects and the application was due in Topeka on June 24th.   Grant awards were scheduled to be announced July 24th.  In order to ensure that the deadline could be met, Knight made a motion to authorize Mayor
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Stegman and Clerk Gourley to execute any necessary documents associated with the grant.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
2009 BUDGET AMEND.:
Clerk Gourley explained that the timing of the interest payments for the General Obligation Bond Issue completed last fall had created a need to amend the 2009 Budget to include those expenses in the Bond and Interest Fund.  A public hearing to amend the 2009 Budget was therefore set for July 13th at 8:00 p.m.
HEALTH INSURANCE:
The Governing Body reviewed options for renewal of the City’s health insurance package with BlueCross BlueShield of Kansas.  Clerk Gourley explained that the premium for the current plan had increased approximately 25%.  The large increase was primarily the result of high usage within the group over the past year.  Several options were provided, with higher deductibles, in an attempt to reduce the premium, however, there was not a significant reduction for the size of the deductible.  If the current plan was retained, and the employee share of dependent plans remained the same, the annual cost of the increase would exceed $20,000.00.  Clerk Gourley also provided a proposal from Advance Insurance Company for increasing the short term disability coverage to a $500 weekly maximum.  The matter was tabled to allow Councilmembers additional time to review the various options.
STAFF REPORTS:
Superintendent Meyer reported on several ongoing City projects.
BICYCLES/SIDEWALKS:
Clerk Gourley relayed a complaint regarding bicycles being ridden on sidewalks in the business district.   Because Section 14-204 of the City Code prohibits such activity, she had suggested that the complaining party contact law enforcement.
HAZARD MITIGATION:
Correspondence from Rodney Job, Lincoln County Emergency Management, informed of a planning meeting being scheduled for June 11th to gain insight into the strategy and development of a Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP.)
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Knight moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:20 p.m.








S/Rose M. Gourley







    
    City Clerk

