
Council Meeting                                                                                                                  June 9, 2008

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Councilmember absent:  Craig L. Ledet.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.

VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Larry L. Douglas.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the May 12, 2008, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 08-05, for May wages and salaries in the amount of $43,021.64, was presented.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in May, totaled $86,093.00.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $57,653.63. Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices, in the amount of $143,746.63, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of five delinquent utility accounts in the amount of $398.95.
ANIMAL PERMIT:
B L Roy Williams had submitted an application for an Animal Permit to keep 7 cows and 7 calves on the 3-acre patch of ground leased from the City.   Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, said Permit was granted.  
NUISANCE ABATEMENTS:
City Attorney Metz provided information regarding abatement of nuisance proceedings on several properties.  He said the pallets had been removed from the E. South Street property and the owner of the mobile home had been sent notice.  One new notice concerning standing water on Railroad Right of Way had been mailed.  He had also prepared resolutions to deal with a couple of properties where the owners had failed to abate the health nuisances.  The resolutions would allow the City to alleviate the conditions and pass the cost on to the owners of the properties.  Stegman moved to adopt Resolutions No. 08-02 and 08-03, each entitled, “RESOLUTIONS AUTHORIZING ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE.”  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Pool Manager Shari Pittenger had asked that Elizabeth Flaherty be granted an increase in pay during the times she was acting as Assistant Manager.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, an hourly wage of $8.00 was approved for Ms. Flaherty during the times stated.
PERSONNEL:
A Power Plant Operator/Mechanic’s position had become vacant with the resignation of Richard Sutton.  An employment ad placed in the local paper had resulted in only one application.  In order to access a larger pool of labor, it was suggested that the City entertain the idea of expanding the residency requirement.  Following a short discussion, Mahin moved to require residency in Lincoln County, rather than just within the City of Lincoln Center, for this job opening.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Superintendent Meyer was authorized to interview and select from applicants available in the next few weeks.

WATER WELL:
Mayor Vignery said he had spoken with Engineer Chris Cox about the water well development and was told that little could be done until the water rights were acquired. 
ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
Kansas Municipal Utilities (KMU) had presented its members the opportunity to partner in a publication entitled “Eco@Home”, a bi-monthly publication with resource saving ideas for the consumption of electricity, water, and gas.  Clerk Gourley said the cost for the City to furnish the publication to approximately 750 customers would be about $3,000.00 per year.  Councilmembers questioned whether the consumer would actually utilize the publication and asked for clarification of subscription options.

A document explaining the organization and history of the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency was provided to the Governing Body for informational purposes.
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2007 AUDIT REPORT:
Larry L. Douglas, C.P.A., presented City of Lincoln Center Special Financial Statements for the year ending December 31, 2007.  He reviewed individual statements which indicated the City’s compliance with the state’s budget and cash basis laws.  He explained that, with his impending retirement, this would be the last audit to be done for the City.  He would be willing, however, to provide suggestions for a replacement firm.  The Governing Body and City Officials present thanked Mr. Douglas for his many years with the City and wished him well in retirement.
REC. COMMISSION:
The Auditor also discussed the handling of Recreation Commission funds.  He encouraged the City to continue to receive and expend all funds through the City Clerk’s office.  He said that, even though there was a Recreation Commission Board in place to oversee the recreational activities, the responsibility for the use of general public funds ultimately fell on the Mayor and City Council.  He said the City already had a reliable system in place at City Hall and, even though it would place more of a burden on the City Clerk’s office, he felt it was the best action for all concerned.  After a brief discussion of specifics with Clerk Gourley, the Council agreed.
EQUIPMENT: 
Superintendent Meyer reported on the purchase of a gas generator, a diesel generator, a commercial trash pump, an air compressor, and various hand tools from Titan Industrial.   He said the equipment had been made available at reduced prices following an exhibition in Salina.

POWER PLANT:
Superintendent Meyer advised Ted Bunn was to be at the power plant Tuesday to check on the problem with the Superior engines, and System 4 was to be here Wednesday to work on the cooling tower repairs.  He said the time frame for replacing the diesel tank at the plant was becoming an issue with the amount of diesel still remaining in the old tank.  An alternate plan was being considered.
STREET WORK:
Street repairs were discussed.  Superintendent Meyer spoke about the water main replacement needed on one of the worst blocks needing repair.
CLEAN-UP:
Councilmember Kingan provided some additional details about the policy being used in Beloit to assist residents with clean-up.
CEMETERY:
Several appreciative comments had been received regarding the appearance of the City Cemetery over Memorial Day weekend.  The City Crew was commended for a job well done.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:43 p.m.








S/Rose M. Gourley







    
    City Clerk

