
Council Meeting                                                                                                                  June 11, 2007

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse Meyer.

VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:   Amy Hawkinson, Sheriff Russell Black, Undersheriff Les Richards, Lisa Feldkamp, Kathy Nielsen, and Archie Huskey. 
MINUTES:
Minutes of the May 14, 2007, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 07-05, for May wages and salaries in the amount of $41,949.41, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,764.83, leaving a net City payroll of $40,184.58.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in May, totaled $42,770.48.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $100,018.95. Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Ledet, all said invoices, in the amount of $142,789.43, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of fourteen delinquent utility accounts in the amount of $1,227.88.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
Kathy Nielsen, representing the Lincoln County Historical Society, asked the City to provide additional support for the operation of the museums in Lincoln.  She provided documentation of income sources and expenses for the Marshall-Yohe House and the Kyne House Museum.  Because the pool of volunteers was getting more difficult to find, she suggested that the City consider some type of cooperative venture with the Historical Society, enabling the employment of a part-time director.
NUISANCES:
Lisa Feldkamp addressed the Governing Body regarding the nuisance property she had lodged complaints against in the past.  She said the property owners had cleaned up the dilapidated house and lot, and she was grateful for that.  She berated the City Council, however, for the time and effort it took to get the situation resolved.
LAW ENFORCEMENT:
Sheriff Russ Black distributed a multi-page document supporting his request for a 20% increase in the Law Enforcement Contract with Lincoln County.  Historically, the Contract, initiated in 1997, provided for an annual payment of $90,000.00.  In 2002, a 4% increase was granted, and in 2006, a 20% increase had been granted.  He stated the additional increase was necessary because of wage and benefit increases for three employees, vehicle maintenance, and skyrocketing fuel expenses.   He also suggested the Contract be amended to provide a minimum annual adjustment of 4%.  A breakdown of the City residents’ share of the County levies for Law Enforcement, plus the additional contract amount paid by the City, indicated a considerable shortfall in the City residents’ share of the $290,000.00 budget.    Sheriff Black also provided a tabulation of 562 crimes reported in 2005, 317 in 2006, and 107 so far in 2007.  Clerk Gourley stated a 20% increase was equal to approximately 5 mills in the general fund budget.  Councilmember Ledet asked why there had been only two cases filed in Municipal Court in 2007, with neither of them being traffic infractions.   (One was a dog case, one a noise violation.)  Following further discussion, Councilmember Kingan moved to grant a 10% increase.  The motion died for lack of a second.  Sheriff Black indicated that a 10% increase would be acceptable if the department no longer had to pick up dogs.  That was not acceptable to the City.  After further discussion, Councilmembers felt the need for more time to study the information and consider the request; therefore, a special meeting was called for June 18, 2007, at 7:30 p.m., to make a decision on the Contract.
ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
Clerk Gourley relayed information from the Western Area Power Administration (WAPA), Rocky Mountain Region, in which a WAPA rate increase of approximately 18 ½% was proposed, effective, January 1, 2008.  A comment period was provided.
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EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT:
Archie Huskey requested approval from the City Council for an Eagle Scout project.  His proposal, to clean and paint new lines on the City tennis courts, included information he had gathered regarding the materials and labor necessary to complete the project.   Upon motion by Ledet, seconded by Morse, the project was approved.  It was agreed that the City would provide the necessary materials.

SAFE RTES. TO SCHOOLS:
Mayor Vignery provided information regarding plans for the Safe Routes to Schools Phase 2 Project.  He said the engineering costs, presently estimated at $17,000.00, would not be funded by the grant.  USD 298 had agreed to split those costs with the City, if the project is funded.  A Resolution was introduced, entitled “Resolution of Support and Administration, A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE ELIGIBILITY OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR USE OF SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS FUNDS SET FORTH BY SAFETEA-LU FOR THE LINCOLN SAFE ROUTES PROJECT IN THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR CHIEF ELECTED OFFICIAL TO SIGN THIS APPLICATION.”  Stegman made a motion to adopt said Resolution.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

US TOWER PROPERTY:  
Mayor Vignery relayed an offer from Bruce Kopitar for the US Tower property.  He had offered $50,000.00 less than the price last set by the City.   Discussion followed.  Thereafter, a motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Morse, that the price be amended to $225,000.00, to reflect the broker’s appraisal, subject to EDA approval.  Motion carried.
POOL PERSONNEL:
A late application had been received from Tyler Church for weekend employment at the pool.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, said employment was approved.

REC. COMMISSION:
City Attorney Metz had drafted a Charter Ordinance to establish a Recreation Program and Recreation Commission for the City.  He reviewed various provisions of the Ordinance with the Governing Body and staff.  He suggested the draft ordinance could create a starting point for discussion.  Everyone provided ideas about implementation, funding sources, personnel requirements, and other related topics.  No action was taken.
NUISANCES:
Clerk Gourley provided a list of nuisance notices sent so far this year.  Council also further discussed the nuisance properties identified by Resolutions No. 07-02 and 07-03.

2008 BUDGET:
Clerk Gourley advised she was in the initial stages of 2008 Budget preparation and requested input regarding additional project proposals for next year. 

BANK RESOLUTION.#07-04:
Clerk Gourley reported the need to amend a previous resolution to remove a former employee’s name from a banking document.  There followed a motion by Morse, seconded by Stegman, to adopt Resolution No. 07-04, a “RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ‘CASH BACK’ TRANSACTIONS.”  Motion carried.
LIBRARY GRANT:
Correspondence from the Kansas State Historical Society was received May 22, 2007, indicating the Library’s Heritage Trust Fund Grant application had been denied.

SUPERINTENDENT RPT.:
Superintendent Meyer reported the Capacitor Banks had been repaired and were working properly but there were still problems with the dialer at the power plant.  He also said the premix had been ordered for summer street work.
CURB MARKINGS:
Councilmember Ledet asked about the ability of residents to paint the curbs adjacent to their property.  Was it allowed or was it a City prerogative?  It was noted that, according to the manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, yellow paint did not prohibit parking.  Yellow was used as a warning, whereas red was used to prohibit.
PARKS & POOL:
Councilmember Mahin reported a break-in had occurred at the West Ball Park Concession Stand.  It was also noted the same had occurred at the pool over the weekend prior to opening day. 


Council Meeting Minutes – June 11, 2007 – Page 3
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:05 p.m.







S/Rose M. Gourley







    City Clerk

