
Council Meeting                                                                                                                  June 12, 2006

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Ron Mason.

VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:   Larry L. Douglas, Amy Hawkinson, Kylie McBride. 

MINUTES:
Minutes of the May 8, 2006, regular meeting and May 23, 2006, special meetings were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 06-05, for May wages and salaries in the amount of $42,526.80, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,625.45, leaving a net City payroll of $40,901.35.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in May, totaled $408.19.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $94,658.72. Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices, in the amount of $95,066.91, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of twelve delinquent utility accounts in the amount of $2,024.89.
2005 AUDIT REPORT:
Larry L. Douglas, C.P.A., presented his Audit Report for the year ending December 31, 2005.  He reviewed the Financial Statements indicating the City’s compliance with cash basis and budget laws of the State of Kansas.  He also went over the Statement of Changes in Long-Term Debt.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, to accept the 2005 Audit Report as presented.  Motion carried.
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT:
Mayor Vignery gave background information regarding the meeting notes provided by George Miller, convener for the Lincoln Area House Building Coalition (LAHBC.)  The meeting was held to chart a course to insure that a spec house was built on one of the free lots in the Sheppard Subdivision.  The Governing Body also discussed the negative effects of local statements being made regarding flooding in the Sheppard Development.  Those statements, not based on fact, had resulted in the loss of potential residents for the Subdivision.  It was suggested that the Engineering Firm be contacted to provide a written statement of flood mitigation included in the design of the project.
LIBRARY:
Council reviewed a design and cost estimate for the proposed parking lot at the Lincoln Carnegie Library.  Clerk Gourley asked about funding of the parking lot and other monetary requests for the Library Building Project in relation to the 2007 Budget. 
ANIMAL CONTROL:
A vicious dog being held at the animal shelter for the City of Beverly had attacked a city employee who was attempting to feed it, causing injury and loss of time.  The animal was being housed because the facility Beverly normally used was full.  Superintendent Mason said the proper equipment needed to be obtained to handle these types of dogs or the city crew should not be expected to take care of them.  Mason was authorized to purchase necessary equipment.


Mayor Vignery said he had been approached by several individuals asking if the City intended to sponsor a rabies vaccination clinic.  Clerk Gourley advised Dr. Gentry would be performing an annual inspection of the City Shelter in the near future and she would find out if he was still interested in having clinics in Lincoln.  
AQUILA GAS CONTRACT:
KMEA and Aquila had proposed to contract with certain municipal electric utilities to exchange an incremental volume of natural gas for continued deliveries of electrical energy during curtailment periods.  Superintendent Mason said he felt the contract would be beneficial to the city, providing a less expensive option than  the  incremental  energy  agreement  used  last  year.    Stegman moved  to
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authorize Mayor Vignery to execute the “Municipal Curtailment Gas Contract.”  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
WATER CONSERVATION:
Superintendent Mason said there was a real need to remind the public that water conservation measures were still necessary.  The municipal wells had not regained appropriate water levels, yet waste of water was still being observed on a regular basis.  After discussing the matter at some length, it was decided that notices should be included with the next utility billing statements, limiting the sprinkling of lawns, shrubs, and gardens to the hours between 8 p.m. and 9 a.m.  Violators would be given a warning and would then be subject to citations.
PERSONNEL:
Clerk Gourley presented a recommendation for the “half-time” office clerk position.  Stegman moved to hire Pamela Korff, at a starting wage of $9.00 per hour.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.


Clerk Gourley also relayed the need to obtain janitorial services for the city office building.  She was authorized to advertise for the position.

HEALTH INSURANCE:
Clerk Gourley advised she had received the renewal rates from the City’s Group Health Insurance provider. Coventry’s premiums for the year beginning August 1, 2006 increased approximately 15%.  She said quotations were being solicited from other providers and a recommendation would be provided at the July council meeting. 
2007 BUDGET:
Clerk Gourley advised she was in the initial stages of 2007 Budget preparation and requested input regarding project proposals for next year. 
WATER WELLS;
Correspondence from Chris Cox, Schwab-Eaton, P.A., regarding the Water Supply Improvement Project, indicated additional test wells should be installed at the proposed location west of town.  Superintendent Mason said he was disappointed that this project was not progressing in a timely manner.  Following further discussion of the issue, Stegman moved to authorize the drilling of three additional test holes by Peterson Irrigation, at $1,000 per test.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
YOHE HOUSE WATER:
Superintendent Mason relayed a request from the Lincoln County Historical Society that the City replace the water service to the Yohe House without charge.   He estimated the cost could range from $400 to $800, depending upon the difficulty of the job.  He said the meter could be relocated outside  the residence, which would be beneficial to the City for meter reading purposes.  Councilmembers had concerns about setting a precedent for future requests for “free” service installations.  After additional discussion Morse moved to grant the Historical Society request.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried, 4-1.

POWER PLANT:
Superintendent Mason reported a problem with a leaking jacket water pipe located under the concrete at the power plant.  He was unsure how to best resolve the issue with the busy summer months at hand.  A permanent solution might need to wait until fall.

STREET VACATION:
Mayor Vignery said he had been approached by a potential homebuilder about the procedure for vacating certain streets. 
FARMER’S MARKET:
Correspondence from Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce President George Miller, dated May 16, 2006, had been received, indicating that organization’s intent to locate a Farmers’ Market on the south side of East Lincoln Avenue and a Flea Market on the north side of East Lincoln Avenue, said markets to be open from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m., Saturdays from May 20th thru September, 2006.  The Chamber would coordinate with store owners to minimize any disruption to their businesses. 

T- BALL TRAFFIC: 
Councilmember Morse relayed a request to close the street, in the block directly east of the t-ball field, to traffic during t-ball games.  Because it would eliminate a lot of parking space, Council took no action on the request.
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CEMETERY STREETS:
Councilmember Kingan asked that the Governing Body continue to consider options for identifying streets in the City Cemetery.
TRAFFIC CONTROL:
It was suggested that an appropriate insignia be painted in the handicap parking space in front of the wellness center.  Council also discussed violators crossing double yellow lines in the business district and what options might be available to solve this problem. 
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:05 p.m.







S/Rose M. Gourley







    City Clerk

