
Council Meeting                                                                                                                  June 13, 2005

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Glenn M. Stegman.  Councilmember absent:  Arletta R. Morse.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Ron Mason.

VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Merilynn McBride, Amy Hawkinson, Lisa Feldkamp, Undersheriff Les Richards, County Commissioner Terry Finch, Sheriff Russ Black.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the May 9, 2005, regular meeting, were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 05-05, for May wages and salaries in the amount of $44,321.53, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,502.85, leaving a net City payroll of $42,818.68.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in May, totaled $459.73.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $200,890.56.  (Included in the total was APAC-Kansas, Inc.’s Pay Estimate #4, in the amount of $71,915.81, for the Sheppard Development Project.)  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Florence, all said invoices, in the amount of 201,350.29, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of thirteen delinquent utility accounts in the amount of $1,528.56.
PERSONNEL:
Lisa Feldkamp addressed the Governing Body, referring to a letter she had sent to them individually.  She questioned the raises her husband had and had not received following his water and wastewater certifications.  She was informed that raises were neither automatic nor mandatory and were the decision of the Governing Body at the time.  The Board, however, agreed to look further into the matter.
LAW ENFORCEMENT:
Sheriff Black, Undersheriff Richards, and County Commission Chairman Finch, provided documentation outlining the County’s cost to provide 24 hour law enforcement coverage for the City of Lincoln.  They noted the City/County Contract, initiated in 1997, had only been increased one time by 4%.  They suggested, and the Council agreed, that under the current administration, the City was receiving the 24 hour coverage provided for by the Contract.  A request for a 20% increase in the contract amount, making the annual contract $112,320.00, was presented along with the documentation.  Councilmember Kingan recommended the increase be set at 10% for the next year instead.  Discussion followed.  Stegman made a motion to grant the 20% increase as requested, effective January 1, 2006.  The motion, seconded by Ledet, carried 3-1.
ANIMAL CONTROL:
Clerk Gourley provided a recommendation and discussed with the Council the fees to be charged in connection with the City Codes applying to dogs.  It was agreed that the City Attorney would draft an ordinance incorporating the changes, to be made available for consideration at the next meeting.  Charges for euthanasia and other veterinary services had been provided by Ellsworth Animal Hospital and the Salina Animal Shelter. The distance being shorter, Council suggested the dogs be taken to Ellsworth when veterinary services were needed.
FIREWORKS ORD. # 655:
City Attorney Metz presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 7-305 OF ARTICLE 3, CHAPTER VII OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS; PERMIT FOR SALE OF FIREWORKS REQUIRED; SALES PROHIBITED IN BUSINESS DISTRICT; PERMIT FEE; AND BUSINESS DISTRICT DEFINED.”  The Ordinance would increase the permit fee for retail fireworks sales to $50.00 and prohibit their sale within the business district, as defined to be that area bordered on the west by Sixth Street (K-14), on the north by Elm Street, on the east by Second Street, and on the south by Court Street.  Stegman moved passage of said Ordinance, seconded by Ledet.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Florence, Kingan,  Ledet,  Stegman.  Nay:  None.  The  Ordinance  was  declared  passed,
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was assigned #655 by the City Clerk, approved and signed by the Mayor, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, APAC-Kansas, Inc.’s Change Order No. Three (3), was approved.  The Change Order provided for a decrease of $700.00 for the Sheppard Housing Development Contract due to removal of the d-c megger test of the electrical system.  Mayor Vignery and Clerk Gourley also provided an update on the status of the project.  Utility installation was nearing completion and surveys were underway for the road construction.
POOL PERSONNEL:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, Abbie McWhirter’s employment as a new pool lifeguard, at $5.40 per hour, was approved.

U.S. TOWER LEASE:
Mayor Vignery reported a request from U.S. Tower Corporation that the City make improvements to the driveway and parking area of the property being leased.  He had contacted C B Trucking & Services who had provided a quote of $2450.00 to haul and spread 150 tons of rock on the property.  Stegman moved to approve the request, utilizing C B Trucking to do the work.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.  Mayor Vignery also informed the Council that U.S. Tower’s employment numbers were expected to increase dramatically in the near future.
PROPANE TANK PERMIT:
Following review of the application and location, Florence moved to issue a Permit to Keith Vestal to maintain a 500 gallon propane tank at 617 N. 5th.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.
PERSONNEL/EXEC. SESS.:
Superintendent Mason presented applications received for the Maintenance Worker position.  At 8:35 p.m., Stegman made a motion to recess into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss matters concerning non-elected personnel.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  Superintendent Mason, City Attorney Metz and City Clerk Gourley were invited to remain.  The Governing Body returned to regular session at 8:43 p.m.  Stegman moved to offer City Maintenance Worker positions to Donald Ayers and Brandon Tankersley, at a starting wage of $8.00 per hour.  Motion carried.
HEALTH INSURANCE:
Clerk Gourley advised she had received the renewal rates from the City’s Group Health Insurance provider and had also researched the requirements and costs associated with the State Health Insurance Plan.  Coventry’s premiums for the year beginning August 1, 2005 increased approximately 9.45%.  The State Plan was considerably higher due to the number of family plans required by the City.  Councilmember Ledet suggested a meeting be scheduled with the employees to explain the differences in plans and see if they were willing to pay the increased premiums to change insurance providers.
NUISANCES:
Attorney Metz provided an update on the health nuisances reported and investigated by the Lincoln County Health Department.  He said it appeared that 3 out of the 4 properties on S. 4th Street had been cleaned up, and attempts were being made to improve the others.
IBC, NEC, IPC ORD. #656:
City Attorney Metz presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AND INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE THE ‘INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE, 2003 EDITION’; THE ‘NATIONAL ELECTRIC CODE, 2005’; AND THE ‘INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE, 2003 EDITION’; REPLACING THE EXISTING SECTION 4-202 OF ARTICLE 2 OF CHAPTER IV; SECTION 4-302 OF ARTICLE 3 OF CHAPTER IV AND SECTION 4-402 OF ARTICLE 4 OF CHAPTER IV OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, WHICH ARE REPEALED; AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.’  The Ordinance adopts the latest editions of standard codes.
NFP CODE ORD. #657:
Attorney Metz also presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AND INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE THE ‘BOCA NATIONAL FIRE PREVENTION CODE, 1999,’ AND REPEALING EXISTING CHAPTER VII, ARTICLE 2, SECTION 7-201.”  The Ordinance adopts the latest edition of standard fire codes. 
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A motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, that the foregoing two Ordinances be passed.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Florence, Kingan, Ledet, Stegman.  Nay:  None.  The Ordinances were declared passed, assigned #656 and #657 by the City Clerk, approved and signed by the Mayor, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.

CITY HALL ENTRANCE:
Clerk Gourley provided quotes from Alan Hunter for repair of the window above the City Hall entrance.  Council asked that the labor and materials be broken down on the quotes.
2006 BUDGET:
Clerk Gourley advised she was in the initial stages of 2006 Budget preparation and requested input regarding project proposals for next year.

BANKRUPTCY:
Clerk Gourley reported the City had received notice of a bankruptcy filing by Office Furniture Solutions.

SPCC PLAN:
Correspondence from EPA indicated the City would be subject to on-site inspection of the Above-ground Storage Tank facility at the Power Plant at some time between May and December of this year and the Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan would need to be provided to the EPA representatives at that time.  Superintendent Mason advised John Cashatt, Schwab-Eaton, P.A., was working on the part of the Plan dealing with the fuel tanks at the power plant.
WEED CONTROL:
A complaint regarding stickers in the City Park had been received.  There no longer being service available from Lincoln Lawn Care, Clerk Gourley had solicited quotes from Sylvan Lawn Care for the control of weeds at the City Park, Ball Parks, Cemetery and City Hall.  Stegman made a motion to have the service done at the City Park and Ball Parks and the issue would be re-visited in the fall.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
WATER WELLS;
Superintendent Mason reported the Gablemann wells had risen 11” following recent rains.

CEMETERY:
Linda Wrench requested permission to place a post rock stone, taken from her mother’s house, on the cemetery plot owned by her family.  The matter was referred to the Cemetery Committee.
WATER SYSTEM:
A letter from Judy Larson regarding a bill for water service line repairs was received and place on file.


Superintendent Mason discussed the possibility of replacing an old 2” steel water main in the vicinity of the old Presbyterian Church.


Councilmember Ledet suggested using cable television to announce water main shut downs for repairs and improvements, when time permits.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:35 p.m.







S/Rose M. Gourley







    City Clerk

