
Council Meeting                                                                                                                  June 14, 2004

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Glenn M. Stegman.  Councilmembers absent:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., Craig L. Ledet.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.   Also present:  Superintendent Ron Mason.

VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Don Short, Donna Fischer, Louise Feldkamp, Sheriff Lamar McLeod, Lisa Feldkamp, John Baetz, Undersheriff Gordon Krueger, Patricia Moore.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the May 10, 2004, regular meeting, were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 04-05, for May wages and salaries in the amount of $44,755.78, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,595.18, leaving a net City payroll of $43,160.60.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in May totaled $17,234.48.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $107,494.42.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Florence, all said invoices, in the amount of $124,728.90, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of seventy-four delinquent utility accounts in the amount of $6,388.37.  Clerk Gourley informed the Council that the number of delinquent accounts was not unusual for this time of the month.
COUNCILMEMBER/
A letter of resignation was received from Councilmember Jack Crispin, stating personal reasons  for

RESIGNATION:
his decision.  Mr. Crispin having served admirably as Councilmember for 22 years, the action was viewed with regret by fellow officials.  Stegman moved to accept Crispin’s resignation, with deepest regret.  Motion seconded by Florence, carried.
APPOINTMENT/
Mayor  Vignery  appointed  Jerry Wollesen  to a  4-year  term as  a  member  of  the  Lincoln Housing

HOUSING AUTHORITY: 
Authority Board of Commissioners.  Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.

HEALTH INSURANCE:
Don Short, Donald W. Short and Associates, an insurance brokerage firm, spoke to the Governing Body regarding the City’s renewal for Coventry health insurance.  Mr. Short reported the proposed Coventry renewal, with similar benefits as the existing plan, carried a 15.5 percent increase in premiums.  He provided several options with different deductibles and copays for review.  He noted that the medical inflation trends nationwide were 1-1 ½ % per month and most employers were being forced to shift a larger share of premiums to the employees.  He said he also expected to have a quote from Preferred Health Systems in the near future.

Clerk Gourley advised she was waiting on other health insurance quotes from Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas and Farm Bureau Financial Services (Fortis).  She suggested that a special council meeting be called upon receipt of all quotes.
LAW ENFORCEMENT:
Sheriff Lamar McLeod had provided documentation of 2004 Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office operating costs.  He suggested that a member of the City Council meet with a member of the County Commission, Undersheriff Krueger and himself, prior to finalizing the 2005 Budgets, to review the present contract for Law Enforcement services.  Councilmember Stegman agreed to represent the City at said meeting.
FIREWORKS:
Donna Fischer and Louise Feldkamp asked that the City designate certain areas in Lincoln for the discharge of fireworks.  They said, in the past, there have been instances where neighbors have directed or discharged the fireworks onto their property.  They expressed concern about potential fire risk, especially under the current dry conditions.  In order to accommodate people who retire for the night, they  also  suggested  fireworks  be  prohibited after certain hours.  Discussion followed.  It was
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noted that there are already restrictions for the discharge of fireworks in place, and  that violations should be reported to the Sheriff’s Office.  Further study could be conducted prior to next year’s season; however, there was not enough time this year to properly address the issue.

PUBLIC HEARING/
A public hearing was held to discuss the advisability of adopting a Neighborhood Revitalization Plan

NEIGHBORHOOD
to provide property tax incentives for new construction within certain areas of the City.  The  present

REVITALIZATION:
Neighborhood Revitalization Plan, expiring December 31, 2004, would be amended to add the City-owned Sheppard property west of K-18 to Area 1.  All other areas would remain essentially the same.  Comments were solicited from the public, and there were no objections voiced.
ORDINANCE NO. 651:
There came on for consideration an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION PLAN AND DESIGNATING A NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION AREA.”  Stegman moved, Kingan seconded, passage of said Ordinance.  Upon call for vote the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Florence, Kingan, Stegman.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned No. 651 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.
INTERLOCAL
An  Interlocal  Agreement  between Lincoln County, U.S.D. 298, and  the  City of Lincoln Center was
AGREEMENT:
presented.  Said Agreement would further neighborhood revitalization and provide the maximum economic development incentive by public agencies acting jointly.  Upon motion by Florence, seconded by Stegman, the Mayor and City Clerk were authorized to execute said Agreement on behalf of the City.
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT:
Councilmembers had received Kaw Valley Engineering’s project estimates for the development of 21 lots in the Sheppard Addition.  The total estimate, $338,106.00, did not include electrical or gas installation, or bonding, legal and inspection costs.  Mayor Vignery said proposals were being solicited from electrical engineers, and Kansas Gas Service had been contacted and had provided an estimate for the gas mains.
Councilmember Stegman expressed concerns about the potential liability to the City if the lots remain unsold.  As owner of the property, the City would be responsible for the special assessments and property taxes.  Clerk Gourley reported the Housing Committee was leaning in the direction of a lot giveaway.  She had spoken with the City’s Auditor regarding the possibility of reducing the costs by allowing the City utility funds to finance the development of the associated infrastructure.  This would also reduce the special assessments attached to the lots, making them even more attractive to potential owners.  In addition, the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan would provide for a tax rebate on the residences constructed in the Sheppard Addition.
The wheat crop having been harvested, the current tenant would need to be noticed regarding future tenancy.  Mayor Vignery advised he would contact the tenant regarding what portion of the Sheppard Addition could no longer be farmed.

HOUSING DEMOLITION:
The Governing Body discussed participation in the proposed “Lincoln County Disposal of Dilapidated Housing Program.”  Under Section 1, the Program allows four options for Lincoln County residents to dispose of dilapidated structures at the construction/demolition pit.  Disposal under all four options would be at a reduced rate, providing all conditions listed in Section 2 are met.  Option 1 reduces the rate to $35.00 per ton.  Under Option 2, disposal fees would be waived if the property was deeded to the respective city and all conditions met.  Option 3 provides for a refund of disposal fees if the landowner rebuilds, under certain conditions, on the newly vacant lot.  Under Option 4, Lincoln County would cost share with the respective city by reducing its rate by an amount equal to the amount paid by the City, up to $5.00 per ton.  Under this option, the total rate of disposal could be reduced to $25.00 per ton.  (The normal disposal fee without participation in the program would be $60.00 per ton.)  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, that the City of Lincoln Center agree to participate in the Program and, under Option 4, contribute $5.00 per ton towards Lincoln County disposal fees on behalf of participating owners of property in the City.  Motion carried.
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BEER LICENSE:
An application for Cereal Malt Beverage License was received from Patricia A. Moore, for sale and consumption of cereal malt beverages on the premises at Extra Innings Barbeque at 116 S. 5th.  The appropriate fee accompanied the application.  A motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to issue said License.  Motion carried.  Ms. Moore was present and asked whether the License allowed for the retail sale of package beer from the premises.  Attorney Metz advised he would research the issue but thought package sales required a separate license.

ANIMAL CONTROL:
City Attorney Metz read from the section of the City Code which prohibits the harboring of pit bull dogs in the City.  These dogs were defined in the Code and included mixed breeds with the appearance and characteristics of pit bulls.  Undersheriff Krueger said the Sheriff’s Office had investigated reports of pit bulls in the City.  He said there was difficulty in identifying the breed, and owners often denied that the dogs were pit bulls.  It was suggested that a veterinarian could be contacted in those cases.
U S TOWER LEASE:
Correspondence had been received from U S Tower Corporation requesting the City consider holding the current rate of rent.  (The Lease Agreement called for an increase in monthly rent for the year beginning July, 2004.)  According to the letter, in order to offset inflating expenses and the rent increase, U S Tower would need to reduce the number of employees in Lincoln, currently at 19.  Discussion followed.  It was noted that the current rent met the taxes, insurance, and other expenses on the building, and the number of employees at U S Tower more than met the requirements for forgiveness of this year’s portion of the KEIOF Loan.  Florence moved to keep U S Tower’s current rate of rent in place for the ensuing year.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.
EAST BALL PARK:
Correspondence was received from William Knapp suggesting a possible solution to the poor state of the infield at the East Ball Park.  He had researched the issue to some degree and felt that a new variety of buffalo grass might provide an answer.  Details of the proposal were contained in his correspondence.  He asked that the Council give consideration to the idea and make its decision at the July 12, 2004, meeting.  In the meantime, he invited the Governing Body to “check out” his own yard where this type of grass had been planted.
ELECTRIC SYSTEM/
A  capacity  and  energy  swap/hedge  proposal  had   been  submitted  by  Aquila,  Inc.,  (WestPlains-
AQUILA AGREEMENT:
Kansas), the City’s energy supplier.  Information provided in a recent meeting with Aquila representatives indicated that the proposal would benefit the city.  Stegman moved to enter into the Capacity Swap Agreement with Aquila for the term of June 1, 2004, through September 30, 2004.  Motion seconded by Florence, carried.
LANDLORD LIABILITY:
The impact of SB 328, the so-called landlord liability law, was brought up for discussion.  Clerk Gourley advised the League of Kansas Municipalities addressed the issue in the May, 2004, Kansas Government Journal.  She explained the City’s options, including passage of a Charter Ordinance exempting the City from the provisions of the new law, it being non-uniformly applicable to all cities.  There followed a motion by Florence, seconded by Kingan, to prepare said Charter Ordinance.  Motion carried.
2005 BUDGET:
Clerk Gourley advised she was in the initial stages of 2005 Budget preparation and requested input regarding project proposals for next year.

WATER WELLS:
Superintendent Mason gave a report on the levels at the City water wells, recommending the City implement mandatory restrictions on water usage.  He said voluntary efforts have been used in the past and the levels are continuing to drop.  Normal regeneration through the winter months has not happened this year, either.  If the drought conditions continue, and nothing is done to curb the use of water, the City could be in real trouble next year.  It was suggested that the City might revisit the possibility of using the Post Rock Rural Water District as a source of water to supplement the City wells.  After further discussion, Florence moved to implement a mandatory restriction on outside watering, allowing said watering only from the hours of 8 p.m. to 9 a.m. on an alternating schedule to be determined by Superintendent Mason for each side of town.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried.
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EAST BALL PARK:
Councilmember Florence reported there was no bathroom signage at the East Ball Park stadium, the signs on the doors having been painted over.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn. Motion seconded by Florence, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:35 p.m.







S/Rose M. Gourley







    City Clerk

