
Council Meeting                                                                                                                    July 9, 2007

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley, Attorney Daniel D. Metz.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.

VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  George Miller, Larry Spear, and Amy Hawkinson.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the June 11, 2007, regular meeting, and June 18, 2007, special meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 07-06, for June wages and salaries in the amount of $46,739.43, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,862.41, leaving a net City payroll of $44,877.02.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in June totaled $371.40 and unpaid invoices received to date totaled $58,012.96.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, all said invoices in the amount of $58,384.36, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of fifteen delinquent utility accounts totaling $2,139.54.
WEED ABATEMENT:
Larry Spear, having received a weed abatement notice, reported his property at the corner of N. 5th and W. Center had been mowed.  He said none of the neighbors he had spoken with had lodged any complaints.
TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Larry Spear asked that the City Council reconsider its decision to place the stop signs at the intersection of S. 4th and College.  He said the original petition from residents in the area had only requested one sign be replaced at that location.  The additional stop sign created a real nuisance for loaded harvest trucks east-bound on College Ave.

POST ROCK FESTIVAL:
George Miller, representing the Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce, spoke about the Post Rock Festival plans for September 1st.  He requested approval to block off a section of S. 4th Street from Court Street north to the alley.  The request was made because the beer garden extension at Extra Innings Barbeque located on S. 5th Street in previous years was being moved to the Biggie Biggs location on S. 4th Street this year.  He also reported a fireworks display was once again being planned for dusk, and the parade was being moved to 5:00 p.m.  Upon motion by Ledet, seconded by Morse, the Chamber’s plans for the Post Rock Festival events were approved.

LAW ENFORCEMENT:
Sheriff Russ Black had provided an “AGREEMENT AMENDING THE LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES CONTRACT.”  Said Agreement incorporated the increased amount to be paid to Lincoln County for law enforcement services, effective January 1, 2008.  With said increase, the City agreed to pay the County an annual sum of $129,168.00.  Stegman made a motion to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to execute said Agreement.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
US TOWER PROPERTY:
Mayor Vignery relayed a counter offer from Bruce Kopitar for the purchase of the US Tower property.  Following a short period of discussion, a motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, to accept the offer of $215,000.00, subject to EDA approval.  Motion carried.

SAFE RTES. TO SCHOOLS:
The Governing Body reviewed the Safe Routes to Schools Plan documents.  After some discussion of the impact of the one-way streets in the area of the Elementary School, Stegman moved to approve the Phase 1 Plan as provided.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Numerous letters of support had been received encouraging the City to continue its pursuit of Safe Routes to Schools Phase 2 funding.  Thereafter, a motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, that the KDOT Safe Routes to Schools Program Application for Phase 2 funding be submitted.  Motion carried.
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REC. COMMISSION/
Attorney Metz reported he had made one change  to  the  Recreation  Commission  Charter  Ordinance

CHARTER ORD. #7:
presented last month.  That change provided for one member of the seven-member Commission to be recommended by the U.S.D. 299 Board of Education.  In addition, Attorney Metz provided a copy of a Resolution before the U.S.D. 298 Board of Education providing the terms and conditions under which the district would allow the use of its facilities for the Recreation Commission’s non-school activities.  The U.S.D. 298 Resolution addressed liability, notification and access issues.  He also said the ordinance provided that recreational activities made available would not be limited to City residents but would be made available to any and all participants.  Funding for the Recreation Director’s salary and operational expenses of the Recreation Commission would be derived as necessary from the City’s general fund with authorization to receive and utilize funds and in-kind contributions from any other source.  Clerk Gourley asked if the estimated expense figure of $51,000.00, provided by the Leadership group at a previous meeting, could be used for the 2008 Budget.  The revenues and expenses would need to be incorporated into that document if the Commission was to begin operation in January, 2008, as provided in the ordinance.


Following further discussion, Morse moved to pass the following Charter Ordinance, entitled, “A CHARTER ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A RECREATION PROGRAM AND RECREATION COMMISSION FOR THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS; THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS THEREOF; PRESCRIBING THE TERMS OF MEMBERS AND DEFINING DUTIES AND POWERS OF SAID COMMISSION; PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A RECREATION DIRECTOR; PROVIDING FOR FUNDING FROM THE GENERAL FUND OF THE CITY AS A CITY GOVERNMENT FUNCTION AND FOR RECEIPT OF FUNDS AND USE OF RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AS DETERMINED BY OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES AND VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS FROM ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS; AND EXEMPTING THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, FROM THE PROVISIONS OF K.S.A. 12-1922 THROUGH 12-1934 AS AMENDED RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF RECREATION SYSTEMS WITHIN THE CITY.”  The motion was seconded by Mahin.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Kingan, Ledet, Mahin, Morse, Stegman.  Councilmembers voting Nay:  None.  The Charter Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #7 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once each week for two consecutive weeks in the official city newspaper.
NUISANCES:  
Clerk Gourley provided an updated list of 19 notices sent to abate nuisances at various locations in the City.  Most of them had been taken care of in some fashion.  Mayor Vignery reported the individual acquiring the property on S. 1st Street had been given 10 days from the date of acquisition to clean up the property.   He also relayed an assurance from the property owner on S. 4th Street that the matter would be resolved in September when his job would have a break from the summer season.  Council decided to require the assurance in writing that removal of the structure would be completed by October 1st.  Superintendent Meyer said there had been some improvement in the condition of the property on E. College Ave.  Some of the items still located on City property needed to be removed before the City could access its own road oil tank for summer street work.

HEALTH INSURANCE:
Clerk Gourley provided details of the cost of the renewal proposed by the City’s current health insurance provider, BlueCross BlueShield of Kansas.  She said the premiums had increased approximately 15%.  Of that amount, 9% was an across-the-board increase for all of the small group pool, and another portion of the increase was related to the increase in the average age of the group.  Another change this year related to the size of the City’s group and its effect on Medicare and Cobra.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve the renewal with BlueCross BlueShield of Kansas, effective August 1, 2007, with the City contributing 100% of the premium for the employee and 90% of the additional premium for any dependent coverage.  Motion carried.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Ledet, Advance Insurance Company’s life and short term disability insurance plan was renewed, with premiums continuing to be paid by the City.
MINIMUM WAGE:
A motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, that, due to the impending increase in the federal minimum wage, an increase be granted to any employee not already receiving $5.85 per hour, effective July 24, 2007.  Motion carried.
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PERSONNEL:
It was decided to advertise for a maintenance worker position and to re-advertise for a power plant operator position.

2008 BUDGET:
Upon motion by Ledet, seconded by Morse, a public hearing was set for August 13, 2007, at 8:00 p.m., for the purpose of hearing and answering comments regarding the proposed 2008 Budget.

GEN. LIABILITY INS.:
Clerk Gourley reported notice received today that the City’s General Liability Insurance carrier had declined to renew the policy.  The reason given for nonrenewal was due to the airport, water treatment and power generation exposures.  She had begun the process of obtaining coverage elsewhere.
WIND ENERGY:
Clerk Gourley advised KMEA was sponsoring a conference in Salina later this month which would deal, in part, with protection of the City’s distribution system should someone want to install a small wind generator and interconnect it with the City.  She had communicated with KMEA’s Lance Boyd regarding the issue, and he had suggested it would be in the City’s best interest to send someone.

WATER TOWER:
Information was provided by Utility Service Co. regarding the installation of antennae on water towers.  Clerk Gourley explained that the information had been provided at a seminar attended by Water Plant Operator Feldkamp.

ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
Superintendent Meyer informed the Council that the new transformer had been successfully installed; however, automated load tap changing equipment was not included, requiring the power plant operator make trips in and out of the power plant to take readings.  Mid-States Energy, having completed the installation, was investigating the issue.

SEWER SYSTEM:
Superintendent Meyer reported that an aboveground sanitary sewer system pipe was badly in need of replacement, and he was in the process of arranging a contractor’s inspection.

FIRE SIRENS:
Councilmembers were updated by Superintendent Meyer regarding the new warning sirens.   He said some of the equipment was still missing from the order, causing a delay in installation.

STREET MAINTENANCE:
Superintendent Meyer said he was expecting delivery of cold mix in the next couple of weeks and should be able to start the summer street sealing at that time. 
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:27 p.m.






S/ Rose M. Gourley







     City Clerk

