
Council Meeting                                                                                                                  July 14, 2008

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley, Attorney Daniel D. Metz.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.

VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  George Miller, Sharon Thompson, Stanley Walker, Bob Crangle, and Mike Jensen.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the June 9, 2008, regular meeting, were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 08-06, for June wages and salaries in the amount of $49,866.43 was presented.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in June totaled $79,359.86 and unpaid invoices received to date totaled $65,576.08.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Stegman, all said invoices in the amount of $144,935.94, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of eighty-two (82) delinquent utility accounts totaling $10,084.00.
POST ROCK WELLNESS:
Sharon Thompson, representing the former Post Rock Wellness Committee, presented a check for $2,773.40 to the City and asked that the funds be earmarked for recreation.  Stegman moved to accept said donation, seconded by Mahin.  Ledet abstained from the vote due to his membership on the Post Rock Wellness Committee.  Motion carried.

POST ROCK FESTIVAL:
George Miller, representing the Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce, spoke about the Post Rock Festival plans for August 29-30.  He said the parade would once again be held at 5:00 p.m., Thunder on the Street, with beer garden, would be held in the same location as last year, and fireworks would be discharged at dusk.  He asked that the City provide assistance with barricades and bleachers.  Council had no objection to any of the plans.
ECON. DEVELOP./ LEBIEN:
Lincoln County Economic Development Director Stanley Walker provided information on various economic development activities.  Regarding Lebien Seeding and Fencing’s 10-year tax abatement, a cost/benefit analysis had been submitted to the State, with assistance from the North Central Regional Planning Commission.   If all goes as expected and the abatement is approved, notices to the public, Lincoln County, and USD 298 will be required, and the owner of the property will be expected to provide updates for the 10-year period of abatement.

NEIGHBORHOOD REVIT.:
The renewal of the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan was discussed with Mr. Walker.  The current plan expires December 31, 2008.  Clerk Gourley estimated 10-12 properties were currently receiving tax rebates.  Following a review of the history and purposes of the Plan, Mahin moved to proceed with renewal of the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan for 2009 through 2012, with the area of the Plan to be City-wide.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried.
ECON.DEV./US TOWERS:
Stanley Walker introduced Mike Jensen, plant manager for U S Towers Corporation.  Mr. Walker spoke of the expansion plans for the manufacturing facility and the property tax exemption/abatement being proposed.  He had provided a more detailed explanation in his letter dated June 27, 2008.  Mr. Jensen said the company currently employed about 40, but additional workers are needed.
ECON.DEV./SIGNAGE:
Mayor Vignery reported that, in order to address the current lack of workers in the area, a plan was being developed to change the I-70 “free land” signs to include references to job availability in Lincoln County.  The cost to install vinyl “slipcovers” on the signs would be approximately $300.00 each, with Lincoln County, Lincoln County Economic Development, and the City of Lincoln Center sharing the cost.  Stegman moved to participate in the signage project for the 2 signs currently in place.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
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It was suggested that a Job Fair in connection with the Post Rock Festival might be beneficial to several employers in the area.
G O BONDS, SERIES 2008:
Clerk Gourley provided information regarding the issuance of general obligation bonds for the Sheppard Development improvements.  She said Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc., and Triplett, Woolf & Garretson, LLC, were assisting in the process.  A final cost statement was provided for review.  Of the total development expenses, only the street and gas utility improvement costs were to be included in the special assessments.  Stegman moved to approve the $380,000.00 Final Cost Statements and Assessment Rolls, as provided.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
RESOLUTION NO. 08-04:
Thereupon, there was presented to the governing body a Resolution entitled:  “A RESOLUTION SETTING THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE AND HEAR COMPLAINTS AND OBJECTIONS TO THE PROPOSED SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY, AS HERETOFORE AUTHORIZED BY RESOLUTION NO. 04-06; DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING; AND FURTHER DIRECTING THE MAILING OF A NOTICE OF HEARING AND STATEMENT OF COSTS PROPOSED TO BE ASSESSED TO EACH AND ALL OF THE PROPERTY OWNERS LIABLE FOR SUCH SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS.”  After discussion, upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, said Resolution was passed and adopted by a majority of the members present.  It was designated Resolution No. 08-04 and ordered to be executed by the Mayor and City Clerk.

POWER PLANT ENGINES:
Following his visits to inspect the engines at the power plant, Ted Bunn, President, B.C. & T. Bunn, Inc., had provided several reports of his findings, indicating immediate action was needed to correct some of the problems.  It appeared that all of the engines would require repair, the extent of which would not become apparent until the repairs were begun.  He provided a Scope of Work and price estimates to repair the Superior Unit 1.  If initial indications supported the action, a total overhaul of Superior #1 was estimated at $142,792.00.  Superintendent Meyer said Mr. Bunn was available to begin the 1st phase of work.  Council agreed that the work should be begun as soon as possible.  Mr. Bunn had also indicated that all of the engines would require an oil change.  He had provided information on the kind and cost of the appropriate oil.  The total price of the oil would be approximately $32,000.00.  If the appropriate oil could not be obtained from local suppliers, Council agreed that Mr. Bunn should order the oil through his supplier.
MUNICIPAL POOL:
Clerk Gourley reported the municipal pool was expected to close to the public on August 14, 2008.  USD 298 had requested permission to use the pool for physical education classes, from August 21st to September 5th.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Stegman, the request was approved, at a rate to cover the City’s costs to keep the pool open.   In conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce’s “Christmas in July” promotion, the City was asked to provide a free swim from 1-4 pm on July 26, 2008.  Council had no objections.
NUISANCE PROPERTIES;
Superintendent Meyer gave a report on the City’s actions regarding the two properties addressed by Resolutions No. 08-02 and 08-03.  The Governing Body discussed other nuisance issues, both old and new.  Mayor Vignery and Attorney Metz said they would make additional contacts with certain property owners. 


HEALTH INSURANCE:
Clerk Gourley provided details of the cost of the renewal proposed by the City’s current health insurance provider, BlueCross BlueShield of Kansas.  She said the premiums had increased approximately 3%.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, to approve the renewal with BlueCross BlueShield of Kansas, effective August 1, 2008, with the City contributing 100% of the premium for the employee and 90% of the additional premium for any dependent coverage.  Motion carried.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, Advance Insurance Company’s life and short term disability insurance plan was renewed, with premiums continuing to be paid by the City.
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MINIMUM WAGE:
Clerk Gourley reminded the Governing Body that the minimum wage was set to increase to $6.55 per hour on July 24, 2008.  Certain amusement or recreational establishments are exempt from the minimum wage requirement of FLSA.  It was decided not to make changes to pool employee wages this season.
PERSONNEL:
Clerk Gourley and Superintendent Meyer reported difficulties in obtaining qualified applicants with the starting wage being offered by the City.  Even the City’s excellent benefit package did not offset the comparable wages being offered in the area job market.  Following further review, a motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, to increase the City’s starting wage for regular employees to $10.00 per hour.  Motion carried.


Superintendent Meyer spoke about a potential applicant for the open power plant position.  Because of the applicant’s former years of experience with the City, it was suggested and recommended that a higher starting wage be offered.   An $11.00 starting wage was approved by the Council.   


2009 BUDGET:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, a public hearing was set for August 11, 2008, at 8:00 p.m., for the purpose of hearing and answering comments regarding the proposed 2009 Budget.  Clerk Gourley asked about the Library’s former request for an additional $10,000 for the Library Building Improvement Project.  She said any other budget considerations should be provided to her within the next few days, as the budget hearing notice would need to be submitted by July 25th.

NEW LEGISLATION:
A document from the League of Kansas Municipalities provided a quick list of changes affecting cities effective July 1, 2008.  Of particular interest were the new rule for KOMA and the requirements regarding mayoral appointments.

PROPANE TANK PERMIT:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, a permit was approved for Nex-Tech Wireless to locate a 500-gallon propane tank at 1023 ¼ N. 3rd.

PROPERTY INS. CLAIM:
Clerk Gourley reported she had filed an insurance claim following the early June hail storm, and the adjuster had indicated no damage to either the City Hall or Library roofs.  There was, however, damage to other City buildings.  An adjuster’s report was expected at any time.

STREET CLOSING:
Council had no objection to the temporary closing of the 100 block of North 2nd Street on July 23rd.  The closing, from 6 a.m. to noon, was requested by Lincoln County Emergency Services Director Rodney Job for an exercise involving the Emergency Deployment Command Center of the National Guard.

SAFE RTES. TO SCHOOLS:
It was agreed that the one-way signage for the Lincoln Elementary School needed to be installed as soon as possible before school begins again in August.

KDHE BURN PILE:
Superintendent Meyer reported on the need to place a prohibition on the continued use of the burn pile from last winter’s storm damage.  Some residents are using it as a dump site for recently trimmed trees and have even started depositing household junk at the location.  He provided pictures taken as evidence of the problem.  Mayor Vignery said he would try to get the burn completed in the next couple of weeks.  In the meantime, it was agreed that some kind of barricade to the area should be installed.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:35 p.m.






S/ Rose M. Gourley







     City Clerk

