
Council Meeting                                                                                                               August 8, 2005

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Glenn M. Stegman, Arletta R. Morse.  Officials present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley, Deputy Clerk Heather N. Simms, Attorney Daniel D. Metz.  Also present:  Superintendent Ron Mason.

VISITORS: 
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  George Miller, Sheriff Russ Black, Amy Hawkinson, Pat Florence, Debbie Ortiz
MINUTES:
Minutes of the July 11, 2005, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 05-07, for July wages and salaries in the amount of $52,873.79, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,755.90, leaving a net City payroll of $51,117.89.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in July totaled $321.24.  Unpaid invoices received to date, totaled $255,209.46.  (Included in the total was APAC-Kansas, Inc.’s Pay Estimate #6, in the amount of $45,849.02, for the Sheppard Development Project.)  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices in the amount of $255,530.70, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of six delinquent utility accounts totaling $585.05.

LIBRARY:
Debbie Ortiz and Pat Florence, members of the Lincoln Carnegie Library Board, discussed plans for the future expansion of the Library.  Architect Abercrombie has drawn up a floor plan which was introduced to the council, with a cost estimate of $326,000.  The future plans include new furniture, windows, and an elevator with handicapped accessible ramp on the south side.  One floor will accommodate the librarians so the hours can be extended.  The historical significance of the building will also be preserved.  Grants are being researched and the board is planning to have a committee consisting of community members interested in helping with grant writing and fund raisers.  A parking lot on the south side of the building, to be provided by the City, was also addressed.  The discussion was positive and supported by the Governing Body.
PORT AUTHORITY:      The resignation of Louis Zsuzsics, Port Authority Treasurer, was accepted.  Tim Welch was appointed to a 4-year term on the Lincoln Port Authority Board.  Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion was seconded by Ledet, carried.
POST ROCK FESTIVAL:   George Miller, Chamber Board President, addressed the City Council with plans for the Post Rock Festival events to be held September 3, 2005.  The festivities are to include Walk/Run, Car Show, Parade, Talent Show, Art Sculpture, and "Thunder in the Street."  Permission was granted for karaoke in front of Extra Innings, allowing that establishment to use their license to serve cereal malt beverage.  It was agreed to use bleachers to barricade 5th Street from Court to the Alley for the event.  Mayor Vignery requested permission for a display of fireworks, sponsored by the VFW, south of  Lincoln Avenue on 5th Street.  Surrounding businesses had been notified and a Fire Truck would be present.  Following further discussion, a motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Morse to allow the events as planned.  Motion Carried.

Additionally, upon a motion by Ledet, seconded by Morse, a $400 contribution to the Post Rock Festival Committee, was granted, with funds to be used for prizes, publicity and children’s rides.  Councilmember Morse questioned the City’s liability.  Attorney Metz assured Council that financially supporting the festivities would not create any liability.  


HOUSING DEVELOPMENT:
Mayor Vignery updated the City Council on work being done at the Sheppard Housing Development.  He said the street entrance was poured today and street installation should start next week.
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2006 BUDGET:
At 8:00 p.m., a public hearing was held, for the purpose of hearing and answering comments regarding the proposed 2006 Budget.  No objections were received from the public.  It was noted that 

the overall City levy would decrease slightly.  There followed a motion by Florence, seconded by Morse, to approve and adopt the 2006 Budget as published.  Motion carried.

HOUSING REHAB. GRANT:
The City’s application for a Housing Rehabilitation Grant was being developed; however, with documents not being available, no action was taken.
LAW ENFORCEMENT:
Sheriff Black, approached the Council with an addendum to the City/County Law Enforcement Contract for Mayor Vignery & Clerk Gourley’s signatures.  After reviewing the document, City Attorney Metz and Clerk Gourley noted a discrepancy with the previously approved increase.  It was agreed that the Contract amount had been increased by 20%, but no automatic increases had been approved.  Discussion followed.  Council suggested the Sheriff renegotiate the contract annually before July 1st.  It was agreed by both parties the contract would be amended and submitted to the Clerk at a later time.
ELECTRIC RATES/          There next came on for consideration an Ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING

ORDINANCE #659:         NEW ELECTRIC RATES FOR ELECTRIC SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER; INCLUDING RATES FOR COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL DUSK TO DAWN YARDLIGHTS.”  Clerk Gourley explained that the new ordinance provided for a monthly service charge for all classes of customers and a $.02 increase in the charge per kWH.  Morse moved to pass said Ordinance.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried, with the following vote:  Ayes:  Florence, Kingan, Ledet, Stegman, Morse.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #659 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.

TRAFFIC ORD. #660:
An ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE REGULATING TRAFFIC WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS; INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE


THE ‘STANDARD TRAFFIC ORDINANCE FOR KANSAS CITIES’; EDITION OF 2005, WITH ONE ADDITION; PROVIDING CERTAIN PENALTIES AND REPEALING ARTICLE 1, SECTION 14-101 AND 14-102 AND ARTICLE 2, SECTION 14-205 (ORDINANCE NO. 647 DATED AUGUST 11, 2003) OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER AND SUBSTITUTING THEREFORE AS ARTICLE 1, NEW SECTIONS 14-101 THROUGH 14-104,” was introduced.  Said ordinance would incorporate the latest edition of the book form of the Standard Traffic Ordinance published by the League of Kansas Municipalities.  Stegman moved to pass said ordinance.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried, with the following vote:  Ayes:  Florence, Kingan, Ledet, Stegman, Morse.  Nays:  None.  The ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #660 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.

CASH RENT LEASE:
Following the deadline of August 5, 2005, only one bid was submitted for the 3 acres of land west of the Power Plant.  Upon motion by Ledet, seconded by Morse, the $75.00 bid from Roy Williams, was accepted.  Attorney Metz agreed to draw up the lease with an automatic renewal provision.
NUISANCES:
City Attorney Metz stated that some improvements have been made on the nuisance properties, but the issue needs to be addressed more thoroughly.  Councilmember Stegman noted the abandoned vehicles are increasing throughout town.

MUNICIPAL POOL: 
Upon motion by Florence, seconded by Kingan, USD 298 was granted permission to use the municipal pool, August 19th – September 2nd, at the rate of $20.00 per day.
WATER SYSTEM:
Superintendent Mason, introduced an Agreement with Schwab-Eaton, P.A., concerning the “well drilling.”  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Florence, said Agreement, for design & inspection of well drilling, not to exceed $17,000, was approved.  Engineer Chris Cox had requested and received 3 quotes for preliminary drilling.  Peterson Irrigation, having provided the lowest quote, was selected as the contractor for the preliminary drilling.
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A motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, to accept a contract with Schwab-Eaton P.A., in the amount of $7,500, for development of a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) Plan for City facilities.  Motion carried.
WATER WELLS:
Superintendent Mason reported the Gabelmann wells 
have dropped 15” since the measurement recorded in July.

WEST BALL PARK:
Councilmember Kingan voiced concern about recent activity at the West Ball Field.  He reported minors utilizing the lights without adult supervision.  There was discussion of a lock box being installed over the switch.  Superintendent Mason described other problems with the restrooms during and after the most recent summer ball programs.  After discussion, it was suggested that a check list be prepared, to inform the coaches what is expected after the conclusion of activities.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:41 p.m.







S/ Heather N. Simms






    Deputy City Clerk

