
Council Meeting                                                                                                              August 10, 2009

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Joel Mahin, and Arletta R. Morse.  Councilmember absent:  Gwen Knight.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  
VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Greg McNeil, Tanya Seitz, Megan Huehl, Amanda Uhl, Amy Hawkinson, David Hickman, Sammi Wright, Shari Pittenger, and Sara Crangle.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the July 13, 2009, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 09-07, for July wages and salaries in the amount of $58,062.64, was presented.   A motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.   Invoices prepaid in July totaled $75,371.52, and unpaid invoices received to date totaled $115,488.78.  Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Morse, all invoices in the amount of $190,860.30 were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.
The Governing Body reviewed a list of seven (7) delinquent utility accounts totaling $1,140.47.
LINCOLN CO HOSPITAL:
Lincoln County Hospital Administrator Greg McNeil, Megan Huehl, Amanda Uhl, and Tanya Seitz gave a visual presentation of the improvement plans for the Lincoln County Hospital.  Mr. McNeil stated the 6 million dollar construction project, slated to begin in a few weeks, was expected to take 16 months to complete. 
ENGINE REPAIRS:
Correspondence from Ted Bunn, B.C.& T. Bunn, Inc., provided an overview of the #1 Superior engine overhaul at the power plant.  From the inspections of the #2 and #5 Superior engines, it appeared that there would again be considerable work needed to overhaul these two engines, however, the #2 was in better shape than the #5.  Mr. Bunn will be providing a quote for the repairs to these two engines in the near future.  Work was also continuing on the replacement of the fuel system at the plant.
TEMP. CMB ORD. #681:
Attorney Metz presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A TEMPORARY PERMIT FOR THE SALE OF CEREAL MALT BEVERAGES WITHIN THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS.”   Said ordinance provided the ability, upon proper application and payment of a permit fee, for an event sponsor to obtain a temporary permit to sell Cereal Malt Beverages.  Crispin moved to pass said Ordinance and to set the permit fee at $25.00.  Motion seconded by Mahin.  Upon call for vote the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Kingan, Mahin, Morse.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #681 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City Newspaper.


Pending the completion of the appropriate application, Mahin moved to approve a Temporary CMB Permit for the Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce in connection with the Post Rock Festival on September 5, 2009.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried. 
2010 BUDGET:
At 8:00 p.m., Mayor Stegman opened a public hearing, for the purpose of hearing and answering comments regarding the proposed 2010 Budget.  No objections or comments were received from the public.  Councilmember Crispin asked for clarification of a couple of items in the General Fund and Water Fund.  Mayor Stegman then closed the budget hearing.  There followed a motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, to approve and adopt the 2010 Budget as published.  Motion carried.

POOL REPORT:
Sammi Wright and Shari Pittenger, Co-Managers of the Municipal Pool, provided a summary of the pool season, indicating it had been a good summer with no injuries.   Ms. Wright thanked the Council
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for requiring lifeguards to be certified, as it is apparently not always required elsewhere.  She said the pool was expected to close for the season the weekend of August 15th.   She also provided a written list of maintenance requests for the 2010 summer.  The list included:  applying spread rock through the dressing rooms, replacing the low flow toilet, and installing a step and rails for the diving board. 

USD 298 requested that the pool be left open for physical education classes August 19 - September 4, 2009.   Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Morse, said request was approved.  The charge for the use of the pool would be the City’s cost for chemicals used and electricity to run the pumps.  (Last year’s rate was determined to be $35.00 per day.)

HEALTH INSURANCE:
David L. Hickman, Heart of America Benefit Services, presented additional information regarding ways to mitigate the increasing cost of providing health insurance benefits every year.  He provided a proposal utilizing a high-deductible Blue Cross Blue Shield plan in conjunction with a Health Reimbursement Arrangement to maintain the same level of benefits for the employees.  He charted how the health reimbursement concept differed from the current arrangement.  He fielded questions regarding claims procedures and prescription drug plans.  After further discussion, Crispin moved to approve Mr. Hickman’s proposal as presented.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  It was agreed that an employee meeting with Mr. Hickman would be beneficial in order to explain the concept and procedural changes.  
WATER SUPPLY/GRANT:
Notification had been received from the Kansas Department of Commerce awarding the City a Community Development Block Grant – ARRA (CDBG-R) in the amount of $90,000.00 for assistance with the water well project.  Mayor Stegman signed Grant Agreement No. 09-PF-930 on behalf of the City.  Sara Crangle, NCRPC, provided a time frame for completing the initial stages of the project.  She said the environmental review was completed.  The project would need to be let out for bids within 120 days of the date of the award.

WATER MAINS PROJ.:
The City’s grant application for replacement of several blocks of water mains was being developed.  Initial estimates placed the project cost at nearly $800,000.00.  Ms. Crangle reported that the “Water/Sewer” portion of the Community Development Block Grant program requires attendance at a Kansas Interagency Advisory Committee “KIAC” meeting if the applicant wishes to receive the most points.  The KIAC meeting schedule, however, was full at this time.  It was suggested that it might be advantageous for the City to wait another year to “fine tune” its application.  It was also noted that the City’s water rates, in place since 1994, were pretty low.  It might be “pro-active” to increase the water rates to start to accumulate funds for City leverage in the grant application.

RESOLUTION # 09-06/
In order to address a complication  which had arisen with the  purchase of the land  for  the water well

GABELMANN LEASE: 
project, City Attorney Metz had prepared Resolution 09-06, providing for a 99-year lease with option to purchase the land and easements in question.  Said Resolution would rescind and replace Resolution No. 09-03, dated June 8th, 2009.  A Lease had been prepared and was ready for signatures.  Mahin moved to adopt Resolution No. 09-06, seconded by Crispin.  Motion carried.

TRAFFIC/ATV’S:
Except for requests from the Recreation Commission, Governing Body members agreed that they had not received any requests to change the city traffic laws to allow golf carts, all terrain vehicles, work-site utility vehicles, and micro utility trucks on city streets.  Because of the potential traffic control problems with allowing all of these types of vehicles to operate on city streets, it was felt that the prohibition should be left in place at the present time.  Crispin moved to table discussion until further notice. 
NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
The Governing Body reviewed an updated list of various nuisances reported and filed.   Most of the issues were being worked on by property owners, but there were still some long-standing problems to be dealt with.

COOP ELEVATOR NOISE: 
Multiple complaints had been received by staff and Governing Body members concerning the additional noise and vibration emitting from the new Farmway Coop Elevator storage facility.  Mayor
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Stegman said he had been in contact with Farmway officials regarding the complaints and explained what the company had done so far to mitigate the problem.  It was unsure at this point if the efforts had produced any results.  In the meantime, Councilmembers authorized City Attorney Metz to proceed with a complaint under the City’s excessive noise ordinance.
EQUIPMENT/SPREADER:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Mahin, Superintendent Meyer was authorized to purchase a Henderson Salt/Sand Spreader, with options provided, from Midwest Truck Equipment Inc., Wichita, KS.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Morse moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:47 p.m.








/s/ Rose M. Gourley







     City Clerk

