
Council Meeting                                                                                                              August 11, 2008

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Councilmember absent:  Craig L. Ledet.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer. 
VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:    Amy Hawkinson, Lori Obermueller, Lori Spear, Debbie & Joe Ortiz.
PUBLIC HEARING:
Thereupon, pursuant to duly published and mailed notice, there came on the agenda a public hearing for the purpose of hearing and considering any and all written and /or oral complaints and objections to the proposed assessments contained in the Assessment Rolls on file in the Office of the City Clerk for the costs of the Street and Gas Utility Improvements, as authorized by Resolution No. 04-06 adopted on November 8, 2004 and published November 18, 2004.

It was determined by the governing body that Notice of the Hearing was duly published one time in the official newspaper of the City as required by law, and that Notice of Hearing and Statement of Cost Proposed to be Assessed was mailed to each and all of the owners of the properties liable for the proposed assessments, such publication and mailings having been accomplished on July 24, 2008, as required and provided by K.S.A. 12-6a09.


Thereupon, the Mayor announced that any and all written or oral complaints and objections from property owners to the several assessments as set forth in the Assessment Rolls would now be heard and considered by the governing body.


After full discussion and consideration and the hearing of any and all complaints or objections to the several assessments contained in the Assessment Rolls, it was determined that all of the individual assessments, shall be levied in the manner provided by law, and that the special assessments shall be certified to the Lincoln County Clerk for a period of Fifteen years, commencing November 2009.

SP. ASSESS.  ORD.  #671:
In accordance with such determination, there came on for consideration the following Ordinance:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, LEVYING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT TAXES ON CERTAIN REAL PROPERTIES IN THE CITY, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING A PORTION OF THE COSTS OF CERTAIN INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS BENEFITING SUCH REAL PROPERTIES; PROVIDING FOR THE GIVING OF NOTICE OF SAID SPECIAL ASSESSMENT TAXES BY PUBLICATION AND MAILING; AND PROVIDING FOR THE COLLECTION OF SAID SPECIAL ASSESSMENT TAXES (STREET AND GAS UTILITY IMPROVEMENTS).

After discussion, upon the motion of Councilmember Glenn Stegman, seconded by Councilmember Leon Kingan, each section of the Ordinance was adopted by a majority vote of the members elect.

Thereupon, the Ordinance, having been adopted by a majority vote of the members of the governing body, it was given No. 671, and was directed to be signed by the Mayor and attested by the City Clerk.  The City Clerk was directed to cause the publication of the Ordinance one time in the City’s official newspaper as set forth therein and required by law; and was further directed to cause to be mailed on the same day as said publication, a Notice of Assessment to each and all of the property owners liable for the assessments contained therein, all in the form and manner required by law and as provided in the Ordinance.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the July 14, 2008, regular meeting were approved as written.
PR VOUCHER/AP:
Payroll Voucher No. 08-07, for July wages and salaries in the amount of $49,978.11, was presented. Accounts Payable lists were also reviewed.   Invoices prepaid in July totaled $103,210.40 and unpaid
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invoices received to date totaled $135,480.78.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Stegman, said Payroll Voucher, and all invoices in the amount of $238,691.18, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.
The Governing Body reviewed a list of 10 delinquent utility accounts totaling $1,059.07. 
POST ROCK FESTIVAL:
Lori Obermueller and Lori Spear, representing the Post Rock Festival Planning Committee, provided an agenda of events being planned for Friday evening and all day Saturday, August 30th.  They thanked the City for its past and continued support of the activities of the Festival and asked that the City also consider a monetary contribution as had been done in 2005 and 2007.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, to contribute $400.00 to the Post Rock Festival Committee.  Motion carried.
SRTS SIGNAGE: 
The Governing Body discussed the recently installed stop signs and one-way street signage in the blocks directly north and south of the Lincoln Elementary School.  A question had arisen as to the intent of the City and School in regard to the number of lanes of traffic open on the one-way streets.  If two lanes were to be used, additional signage might be appropriate for stopping and turning.  It was decided to have Superintendent Meyer discuss the situation with the Safe Routes to Schools project engineer, John Cashatt, to determine the best course of action.  In any event, it was unlikely that additional signage could be installed prior to the start of school because of the expected delivery time.
LIBRARY:
Debbie Ortiz spoke to the Governing Body regarding the status of the Lincoln Carnegie Library’s Improvement Project.  She said the library would be closed for the remainder of the construction and a temporary, small library set up in the old Farm Bureau building on Lincoln Avenue.  The move to that location would begin August 16th with the biggest part of the move scheduled for August 23rd.  Any and all assistance with the move would be welcome and appreciated.  She asked if a City dump truck could be parked at the old library for removal of debris and old items no longer needed.  She also requested the City install the book return in front of the temporary location.  Library boardmembers had visited with the City Clerk and City Superintendent about the use of the old City fire station for temporary storage of books and furniture.  Superintendent Meyer had indicated that most of the City equipment and supplies stored there could be relocated to another building.  Lastly, Ms. Ortiz asked if the Library Board could use the City Council Meeting Room for its monthly meetings.  All requests were approved.

ENGINE REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer reported the oil change had been completed for the Big Enterprise and Nordberg engines at the power plant.   Ted Bunn’s arrival to work on the Superior engines had been delayed but he was expected to be here next week.   A major project by the City’s supplier would require the City of Lincoln’s energy feed to be interrupted later this month.  Superintendent Meyer said he was coordinating with the appropriate parties in anticipation of that event.

PERSONNEL:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, Charles F. White was employed as a power plant operator/mechanic, effective August 11, 2008, at $11.00 per hour. 
2009 BUDGET:
At 8:00 p.m., Mayor Vignery opened a public hearing, for the purpose of hearing and answering comments regarding the proposed 2009 Budget.  No objections or comments were received from the public.  Mayor Vignery then closed the budget hearing.  An Ordinance to increase the tax revenues was considered.  Stegman moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Kingan.  Upon call for vote the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Kingan, Mahin, Morse, and Stegman.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned No. 670 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City newspaper. There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, to approve and adopt the 2009 Budget as published.  Motion carried.

WATER SUPPLY:
Correspondence from Douglas Helmke, Water Rights/Source Water Specialist with the Kansas Rural Water Association, was discussed.  Mr. Helmke asked that more accurate information be provided about the existing locations for Gabelmann wells and the status of the new one.  The Governing Body agreed that it was the City’s understanding that the old well would be placed on “standby” upon completion of the new one.
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NUISANCE PROPERTIES:
The Governing Body discussed the status of certain ongoing nuisance properties.  Mayor Vignery said he would notify the property owner on S. 1st Street that a Friday deadline to clean up his property would be imposed.  Councilmembers noted other places in the community where weeds were being allowed to grow out of control.

INSURANCE PROCEEDS:
Clerk Gourley provided information regarding the receipt of insurance proceeds for hail damage to city properties.  The amount of the proceeds was insufficient for repair at all locations.  Council agreed that it would be appropriate to try to replace the roof at the scout cabin.  After some discussion about the type of roof to be used, it was decided to table the matter for further review.
INSURANCE RENEWAL:
Information was provided by the City’s insurance carrier regarding certain changes to the general liability and property insurance coverage.
CITY LOGO:
A short discussion followed about the possibility of creating a logo for the City of Lincoln Center.

SPRAYING INSECTS:
Mayor Vignery asked if the City had means to spray insects other than mosquitoes, noting that a recent event in the City Park had attracted swarms of small flying insects.
ENERGY CONSERVATION:
Clerk Gourley relayed a communication from John Baetz, Lincoln Sentinel Republican, in which Mr. Baetz indicated he would be interested in providing a proposal to the City for an energy conservation publication.  In conjunction with the Ellsworth newspaper, he was working on an energy conservation issue and would be asking for an advertising commitment from the City at the next meeting.
RV PARK:
Clerk Gourley advised she had received numerous inquiries about parking RV’s in Lincoln and suggested the Governing Body re-visit the idea of constructing an RV Park.  The matter had been considered a few years ago but very little done.  Locations in the vicinity of the City Park were suggested.   
MISCELLANEOUS:
Correspondence was received from the Lincoln Senior Center thanking the City for its monetary contributions in the past and asking for continued support.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:25 p.m.








/S/ Rose M. Gourley
