
Council Meeting                                                                                                              August 13, 2007

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer. 
VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Amy Hawkinson, Kylie McBride, Debbie Ortiz, Joe Ortiz, Pat Florence, and Mike Feldkamp.   
MINUTES:
Minutes of the July 9, 2007, regular meeting and August 1, 2007 special meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 07-07, for July wages and salaries in the amount of $48,458.31, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,735.06, leaving a net City payroll of $46,723.25.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in July totaled $62,628.98 and unpaid invoices received to date totaled $186,430.38.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices in the amount of $249,059.36, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of  18 delinquent utility accounts totaling $2,172.82.  Due to the failure of reasonable attempts at collection, Clerk Gourley requested approval to write-off twelve (12) of the accounts to save on the cost of continued mailings and labor.  The accounts would remain collectible by other means and customers would be expected to make full payment and reconnection fees prior to receiving any future service.  Stegman moved to authorize Clerk Gourley to “write-off” the accounts listed.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  
LIBRARY:
Debbie Ortiz spoke to the Governing Body regarding the status of the Lincoln Carnegie Library’s Improvement Project.  She distributed a list of questions to be answered by the City, provided a progress report on funding, and presented a timeline for finalizing plans, bid letting, and construction.     She said the architect’s updated plans were available for inspection at the Library.  She said the estimated construction time for the improvement was 3-5 months.
TRAFFIC CONTROL: 
Upon request of Larry Spear, the Governing Body reviewed its previous decision to place 3-way stop signs at the intersection of College Ave and S. 4th Streets.  Copies of the original petition from April, 2003 and subsequent council reviews in May, 2003 and April, 2004, were provided.  There followed a short discussion, after which a motion was made by Morse, seconded by Stegman, that the present signage be retained.  Motion carried.
WAPA ERP PLAN:
The City Council reviewed a document entitled “City of Lincoln Center, Kansas, Electricity Resource Plan (2007-2011.)  The Plan, required by the Western Area Power Administration, would set a course for Lincoln’s municipal electric utility to follow in considering all reasonable opportunities to meet its future energy needs using demand-side management techniques, new renewable resources and other programs to provide customers with electricity at the lowest possible cost.  Stegman moved to approve said Plan as presented.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.
WIND ENERGY:
Clerk Gourley reported on the Community Wind Renewable Energy Interconnection and Operations Workshop she attended in Salina last month.  She said the Workshop was sponsored by the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency and was attended by interested parties state-wide.  Of particular interest was the focus given to the wind project south of Lincoln.  She also made available a document relating to the standards required for interconnection and operation of customer-owned generating facilities.  She said adoption of the standards was a pro-active means of regulating the ability of electric utility customers to connect to the City’s distribution system.  Attorney Metz was requested to draft an ordinance adopting the standards.
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WATER TOWER LEASE:
Next-Tech Wireless, LLC, had previously requested the lease of water tower space for installation and operation of radio communications equipment.  A revised lease agreement had been provided and reviewed by the City Attorney.  After due consideration of the terms of said lease, a motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, that the Mayor be authorized to execute the “Tower Space Lease Agreement.”  Motion carried.

AIRPORT GRANT APP.:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, the Lincoln Port Authority was authorized to re-submit an application to the Kansas Department of Transportation for funding of improvements to the Lincoln Airport.  The proposed improvements included new runway lights, hard surface ramps, and a concrete helipad for emergency medical service landings.
POST ROCK FESTIVAL:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Mahin, the “Patriot Guard” was authorized to pitch tents overnight in the City Park during the Post Rock Festival weekend.

2008 BUDGET:
At 8:00 p.m., a public hearing was held, for the purpose of hearing and answering comments regarding the proposed 2008 Budget.  No objections or comments were received from the public.  An Ordinance to increase the tax revenues was considered.  Stegman moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Morse.  Upon call for vote the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Kingan, Ledet, Mahin, Morse, Stegman.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned No. 665 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City newspaper. There followed a motion by Mahin, seconded by Ledet, to approve and adopt the 2008 Budget as published.  Motion carried.

WATER SUPPLY:
Mayor Vignery said he had made contact with the well driller, Peterson Irrigation, regarding the city’s water supply project.  Mr. Peterson was having difficulty coordinating with the geologist to get the well drilling underway.  He was to contact City Hall when he was successful.


Mike Feldkamp had drafted a letter to the editor regarding USD 298’s application to appropriate water for irrigation of the athletic fields.  He had also contacted the Division of Water Resources regarding the distance between USD 298’s proposed well and the City’s public water well.  DWR’s Stockton office, using GPS, had determined that distance to be 1375’, just over the ¼ mile distance limited by the State.  He said he had suggested the well be moved to the north end of the football field to provide further distance from the public water supply.  With the current water restrictions in place for City water customers, it seemed prudent that the City be concerned with the appropriation of water for non-domestic use.  It was decided to make contact with USD 298 to gather additional information regarding the specifics of their project before authorizing a letter to the editor on behalf of the City.

NUISANCES:
A written communication was received from the owners of the property at 509 S. 4th Street regarding their plans to abate the nuisance at that location.  The property had been the subject of multiple complaints over several years.  The City Council indicated its intent to enforce the October 1st deadline instated last month.
US TOWER PROPERTY:
Attorney Metz said he had reviewed a draft of a contract for the sale of the US Tower property.  He had concerns about certain provisions of the contract and wished to follow up on those concerns before proceeding.  The original contract called for an August 30th closing date.   He was also in receipt of payment and lien release information provided by EDA. 
MUNICIPAL POOL:
Clerk Gourley reported that, due to the lack of available personnel, the Municipal Pool had closed to the public today.  USD 298 had requested permission to use the pool for physical education classes, from August 17th – August 31st.  After reviewing a tabulation of the City’s cost for chlorine and electricity, Stegman moved to authorize the school’s use of the pool, at a rate of $30.00 per day.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.
CITY HALL PARKING:
Because of the impending replacement of the sidewalk, and in order to increase customer and visitor accessibility, Clerk Gourley had introduced  the possibility of constructing  an  angle parking  area  on 
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the west side of City Hall.  Councilmember Kingan voiced opposition to the idea, feeling it would detract from the appearance of the building.  No decision was made.

MUNCIPAL COURT:
Clerk Gourley reported difficulties meeting the new July 1, 2007, requirements for electronic submission of municipal court convictions to the Division of Vehicles.  She said there had been only one traffic citation filed in municipal court this year and she did not feel the purchase of new software was warranted.   She was attempting to utilize the State’s free software.

PERSONNEL:
Superintendent Meyer provided a recommendation for employment of Richard L. Sutton as a Power Plant Operator/Mechanic, a position which had been vacant for five months.  Following a short discussion of qualifications and work history, the City Council approved the Superintendent’s recommendation to hire Richard Sutton, effective August 14, 2007, at a starting wage of $9.00 per hour.
GEN. LIABILITY INS.;
Clerk Gourley provided a Reinstatement Notice received from the City’s General Liability Insurance carrier.  It was decided to retain the present insurance provider pending receipt of quotations from others. 

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:48 p.m.







S/ Rose M. Gourley
