
Council Meeting                                                                                                              August 14, 2006

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Official present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Ron Mason.

VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Sammi Wright, Shari Pittenger, Diann Burress, Mike Feldkamp, Keith Vestal, Amy Hawkinson, Kylie McBride, George Miller, Lori Thielen, Debbie Ortiz, Pat Florence, Sharon Thompson, Jeff Lonberger, Chris Cox, and Doug McKinney.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the July 10, 2006, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 06-07, for July wages and salaries in the amount of $54,777.31, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,827.93, leaving a net City payroll of $52,949.38.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in July totaled $335.08 and unpaid invoices received to date totaled $252,558.84.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices in the amount of $252,893.92, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of  105 delinquent utility accounts totaling $17,042.11.

SETOFF PROGRAM:
Clerk Gourley explained how the State’s “Setoff Program” could be helpful in the collection of delinquent accounts.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, that the City Clerk be authorized to execute an Agreement with the State of Kansas for the purpose of utilizing the debt setoff procedures provided for in K.S.A. 75-6201 et seq.  Motion carried.
KMEA 100 YR AWARD:
Diann Burress, representing the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency (KMEA,) presented Mayor Vignery with a plaque, commemorating  the City of Lincoln Center’s 100 years of electric service and honoring those visionaries who founded the City’s Electric Utility in 1906.
LIBRARY:
Debbie Ortiz and Pat Florence updated the Governing Body regarding status of the Lincoln Carnegie Library’s Improvement Project and its funding.  They said the “Friends of the Lincoln Carnegie Library” had been granted its 501(c)(3) status for federal tax purposes, and the State of Kansas had authorized, through the Kansas Department of Commerce, the sale of $125,000 in 70% state tax credits.  Purchase of state tax credits would allow contributors to reduce their state income tax liability in an amount equal to 70% of their donation.  Ms. Ortiz also inquired if, in addition to construction of a parking lot, the City had included some Library project funding in its 2007 Budget.

HOUSING REHAB GRANT:
A public hearing was held for the purpose of presenting and discussing the preparation and submission of an application to the Kansas Department of Commerce and Housing.  The application, for funding the demolition or rehabilitation of residential structures within a specified target area in Lincoln, was explained by Lori Thielen, North Central Regional Planning Commission.  She explained why the target area had been reduced from that proposed last year.  Sixteen homes were identified for rehabilitation and two structures slated for demolition.  The total funding requested was $387,840.00.


Ms. Thielen also presented the following information regarding NCRPC Fee Schedules:  for Grant Administration – fee to be set by the State, based on the amount of the award; for Housing Inspection - $800.00/house; for Lead Assessment - $960.00/house; Clearance Testing - $280.00/house; and Asbestos Inspection - $450.00/residential demolition unit when required by KDHE.  All fees would be paid out of grant funds.
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Comments and questions were received from the public.  Thereafter, Stegman made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 06-05, “A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING LEGAL AUTHORITY TO APPLY FOR THE 2007 KANSAS SMALL CITIES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM FROM THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN AND SUBMIT SUCH AN APPLICATION.”  Motion seconded by Florence, carried.  Mayor Vignery signed appropriate pages of the Grant Application, including the “Statement of Assurances and Certifications,” “Resolution No. 06-05,” “CDBG Disclosure Report,” “Expected Sources and Uses of Funds,” and “Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan.”   Ledet moved to hire the North Central Regional Planning Commission to perform the services previously outlined in its Fee Schedule.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried.
SAFE RTES TO SCHOOLS:
Following an explanation and discussion of the new “Safe Routes to Schools Program,” a motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to adopt a Resolution entitled “A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE ELIGIBILITY OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR USE OF SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS FUNDS SET FORTH BY SAFETEA-LU FOR THE LINCOLN SCHOOLS AND PARK SIDEWALK PROJECT IN LINCOLN, KANSAS, AND AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF ELECTED OFFICIAL OR MAYOR TO SIGN THIS APPLICATION.”  Motion carried.  Resolutions of Support for the project had been received from the USD 298 Board of Education and the Board of Lincoln County Commissioners.  Letters of support were received from various local businesses and agencies.
2007 BUDGET:
At 8:00 p.m., a public hearing was held, for the purpose of hearing and answering comments regarding the proposed 2007 Budget.  No objections or comments were received from the public.  There followed a motion by Florence, seconded by Stegman, to approve and adopt the 2007 Budget as published.  Motion carried.

DISASTER RES #06-04:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Ledet, Resolution No. 06-04, “A Resolution Declaring a State of Local Disaster Emergency for the City of Lincoln, Kansas,” was approved and confirmed.

P ROCK APTS PARKING:
Keith Vestal reported that the Lincoln Housing Authority was still investigating solutions to the parking problem for Post Rock Apartments visitors and tenants.  He asked if there was a possibility that the City could build an angle parking area on the west side of S. 4th Street, across the street west of the Post Rock Apartments.  He said the proposal might also create additional parking for the VFW, Lincoln Grocery, and Grade School events.  Council agreed to consider the possibility.

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT:
City Attorney Metz had drafted Resolution 06-06, approving and authorizing the sale of Lot 14, Block 1, Sheppard Subdivision to the City of Lincoln Center, by executing and conveying a Corporation General Warranty Deed to Del Vignery, Buyer.  Del Vignery, in his capacity as mayor, was precluded from participation as the Seller and all Seller documents were to be executed by the president of the council.  Morse moved to adopt said Resolution.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.


Mayor Vignery reported an issue with sewer connections for the lots along N. 1st Street in the Sheppard Subdivision.  He said he would work with Superintendent Mason to resolve the matter.

WATER SUPPLY:
Engineer Chris Cox, Schwab-Eaton, P.A., provided background information regarding the City’s water supply issue and the present situation following the drilling of several test wells.  A map of the existing Gabelmann wells and test wells was distributed, accompanied by data regarding capacity and quality.   The results of the test wells not being satisfactory, Mr. Cox suggested the City utilize the services of a licensed geologist in its search for an additional water source.  He also said a change in the City’s Water Conservation Plan should be made to indicate realistic demands for triggering watches and warnings.  At some point in the future, the City should be making plans for conservation of water rights.
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With the continued drop in water levels at the City wells, Superintendent Mason re-emphasized the need to expand on the water restrictions.  A sixteen-year graph provided by Water Plant Operator Mike Feldkamp indicated the water levels were presently at their lowest point.  Superintendent Mason said he had not seen such levels in his 41 years with the City and he had some real concerns about the future if the drought conditions continue.  Following further discussion of conservation measures, Ledet moved to restrict outside watering to Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 8 p.m. to 9 a.m. and to ban the refilling of residential swimming pools.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried.

ST. VACATION ORD #663:
There came on for consideration an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE VACATING ALL OF THAT PORTION OF HERRICK AVENUE BETWEEN BROOME STREET RUNNING NORTH TO PARK STREET AND VACATING ALL OF THAT PORTION OF CENTER STREET RUNNING EAST FROM EUCLID AVENUE TO GLENN AVENUE, ALL IN BANNER ADDITION TO THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, LINCOLN COUNTY, KANSAS.”  Said street vacations had been requested by Judy Schroeder to accommodate new residential construction.  Stegman moved to pass said ordinance.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried, with the following vote:  Ayes:  Florence, Kingan, Ledet, Morse, Stegman.  Nays:  None.  The ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #663 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.  Said Ordinance will become effective 30 days after publication unless written protest is filed in the office of the City Clerk prior to that time.
MUNICIPAL POOL:
Upon motion by Ledet, seconded by Morse, USD 298 was granted permission to use the municipal pool, August 18th – September 1st, at a rate of $25.00 per day.  Prior to the decision, consideration was given to the water shortage and ways to minimize the losses at the pool.

Pool Managers Shari Pittenger and Sammi Wright gave a brief report on the 2006 Municipal Pool season.  They also advised of certain disciplinary actions taken at the end of the season which would carry over into next year.
MUNICIPAL JUDGE APPT.:
Mayor Vignery appointed Brian V. Grace to fill Ardith Von Fange’s unexpired term as Municipal Judge.  Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

POST ROCK FESTIVAL: 
George Miller, Chamber Board President, asked and received permission to use city facilities for the events planned for the Post Rock Festival in the same manner as had been done last year.  A VFW-sponsored Fireworks Display was also approved.
POWER PLANT:
Superintendent Mason was authorized to purchase a replacement part for the Power Plant Alarm System at a cost of approximately $1,200.00.  He also advised the purchase of a double-lined tank for diesel fuel storage at the power plant would increase the cost from the $17,742.00, as reported last month, to approximately $29,000.00.
STORM DEBRIS REMOVAL:
Superintendent Mason said the city crews had spent 2 weeks cutting and hauling limbs for residents following the major storm on August 2nd.  He noticed more and more piles of limbs keep appearing at curbside, and the crews need to get busy on other things.  Therefore, he suggested the City place a deadline for picking up and hauling storm-related limbs & debris.   Council agreed and set the deadline for Friday, August 18th.  Mr. Mason also received permission to do whatever might be necessary to remove a private shed blown against a city utility pole.  
Councilmember Ledet expressed appreciation to the City Crew for their excellent work following the storm.

MISCELLANEOUS:
Councilmember Florence suggested the City should be consistent in its policies allowing drinking on public property.  

WATER SYSTEM:
Correspondence from the Kansas Department of Health and Environment regarding the City’s change to quarterly water monitoring requirements for gross alpha levels was noted.


Council Meeting Minutes – August 14, 2006 – Page 4

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:45 p.m.







S/ Rose M. Gourley






    City Clerk

