Council Meeting                                                                                                             October 9, 2006

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley, Attorney Daniel D. Metz.  Also present:  Superintendent Ron Mason.

VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Larry L. Douglas, Amy Hawkinson, Sheriff Russell Black, Undersheriff Les Richards.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the September 11, 2006, regular meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 06-09, for September wages and salaries in the amount of $42,378.05 was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,718.72, leaving a net City payroll of $40,659.33.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in September totaled $16,188.34.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $111,056.04.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all invoices, in the amount of $127,244.38, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCOUNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of twenty-one delinquent utility accounts totaling $3,511.40.  Clerk Gourley requested approval to write off fourteen of the accounts as bad debts, for bookkeeping purposes only.  Stegman moved to approve said request for fourteen accounts totaling $2353.98.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  Councilmember Stegman questioned the lien status of one account.
2005 AUDIT REPORT:
Larry L. Douglas, C.P.A., presented City of Lincoln Center Financial Statements for Enterprise Funds for the year ending December 31, 2005.  He reviewed various statements and indicated sources for the changes in equity.
2006 & 2007 AUDITS:
A proposal for audit services for the years ending December 31, 2006, and December 31, 2007, was received from Larry L. Douglas, C.P.A.  He said the fee for said services, increased 5% over the previous year, would be $6,430.00 per year, plus out-of-pocket expenses.   Each bond issue or major construction project would require an additional $640 fee.  He provided “independent auditor” information and related suggestions for a future time when his services would no longer be available.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, said audit proposal was approved.
WATER SYSTEM:
Superintendent Mason said he had heard from Bob Vincent, the geologist recommended by Engineer Chris Cox to investigate water well development.   Mr. Vincent would plan to attend the November City Council meeting, doing field work during the week prior.

A sample agreement and scope for determining feasibility to form some sort of water consortium had been provided by David Bailey, Post Rock Rural Water District.  Mayor Vignery had previously attended meetings regarding this issue. Following discussion, the City Council decided that the City of Lincoln Center would not be participating in the consortium at this time.  Mayor Vignery said he would notify Post Rock of the decision.

To further water conservation, Clerk Gourley suggested the volume of water received from the coin machine at the water plant be reduced from 40 gallons to 25 gallons.  Morse moved to approve the suggestion.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.


Clerk Gourley relayed a citizen’s request that the hours for outside watering be changed to reflect the additional hours of darkness during fall and winter.  After consideration, Council decided that the most recent watering schedule should remain in place.
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ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
Superintendent Mason reported on several electric system issues.   He said Mid-States Energy Works, Inc., had completed the installation and replacement of 3 new breakers at the power plant and had looked into an issue with the capacitor banks.  It appeared that new capacitor oil switches would need to be purchased.  Lowell Vonada had also been contacted to investigate and resolve a radio control problem with the capacitor banks. 

Superintendent Mason reported the original 3 phase 5000 KVA substation transformer at the power plant, installed with the interconnection project in 1989, had been repaired by Solomon Corporation in 1999, at a cost of $79,600.00.  It appeared that a gas problem was developing again with the transformer, and Solomon Corporation had provided options for its replacement.  Mason said he would try to have a representative from the company attend the next meeting to explain the options.
CEMETERY FENCING:
Clerk Gourley gave information regarding funds available for installation of new fencing around the Cemetery, both through the Cemetery Trust Fund and outside funds available from the Midwest Community Bank.  She showed vinyl fencing brochures provided to her by Steve McReynolds.  It was agreed that the Council’s Cemetery Committee would research and plan the project.

KEOIF LOAN:
Correspondence was received from the Kansas Department of Commerce indicating how the City’s performance criteria for the 5th and final year of the KEOIF loan had been met.  Principal in the amount of $19,088.00 for the 5th year had been forgiven.  Clerk Gourley explained that the remaining $912.00 represented the City’s shortfall for forgiveness of the original loan of $100,000.00.  The $912 had been remitted to the Kansas Department of Commerce, and subsequent correspondence indicated the City’s financial obligation had been fulfilled.

BANKING:
Correspondence from the Bank of Tescott, regarding multiple signatures on checks, was noted.

OLD CITY JAIL:
Clerk Gourley asked if the old City Jail, presently being used for storage, might be cleaned out and publicly shown at certain times for entertaining and historical significance. 
EMERG. RESOLUTION:
A motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, that the Council adopt a Resolution terminating the Local Disaster Emergency Declaration executed on August 2, 2006.  Motion carried.

TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Sheriff Black and Undersheriff Richards asked that the City Council pass an ordinance specifically banning go-carts and ATV’s from being driven on City Streets.  Discussion followed on whether the provisions of the Standard Traffic Ordinance already contained such regulation in its definition of motor vehicles allowed to be operated on streets and highways.  City Attorney Metz said he would draft an ordinance incorporating the issues discussed and have it available for consideration at the next meeting.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:25 p.m.







S/ Rose M. Gourley 







    City Clerk

