Council Meeting                                                                                                            October 13, 2008

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, and Joel Mahin.  Councilmember absent:  Arletta R. Morse.  Officials present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley, Attorney Daniel D. Metz.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.

VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Larry L. Douglas, Amber Reynolds, Amy Hawkinson, Mindy Wiebke, and Monty Breneman.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the September 8, 2008, regular meeting and October 11, 2008, special meeting were approved as written.
PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 08-09, for September wages and salaries in the amount of $44,774.61 was presented.  A motion by Kingan, seconded by Mahin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in September totaled $113,718.75.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $49,679.70.  Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Kingan, all invoices in the amount of $163,398.45 were approved for payment.

COUNCIL RESIGNATION:
A letter of resignation had been received from Councilmember Craig L. Ledet, effective October 1, 2008.  Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Crispin, said resignation was accepted, with regret.  A letter from Amber Reynolds had been submitted, informing the Governing Body of her desire to fill a vacancy on the Council.  The Governing Body, however, decided to delay any appointment to fill the latest vacancy until the entire Council could be present.  The President of the Council could be elected at that time, also.
GO BONDS SERIES 2008:
Thereupon, pursuant to a Summary Notice of Bond Sale heretofore published as required by law and directed by Resolution No. 08-08, adopted by the governing body on September 8, 2008, the governing body formally acknowledged the receipt prior to the deadline of sealed bids on not to exceed $360,000 principal amount of the City’s General Obligation Bonds, Series 2008.  All bids having been examined, compared and verified, on motion of Crispin, seconded by Mahin, it was determined that the Bonds should be awarded to the following bidder:  Bank of Tescott, Lincoln Center, Kansas, whose bid represents the lowest net interest cost to the City.  The Mayor and City Clerk were directed to execute and return the good faith checks of all unsuccessful bidders.
GO BOND ORD #672:
Thereupon, there was presented to the governing body an Ordinance entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF THE CITY’S GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2008, IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $360,000, FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING THE OTHERWISE UNPAID COSTS OF MULTIPLE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY AND COLLECTION OF AN ANNUAL TAX FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING THE PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON SAID BONDS; AUTHORIZING CERTAIN OTHER DOCUMENTS AND ACTION; AND MAKING CERTAIN COVENANTS WITH RESPECT THERETO.”  Thereupon, the Ordinance was considered and discussed, and upon the motion of Kingan, seconded by Crispin, the Ordinance was adopted by a majority vote of the governing body, it was given No. 672 and was directed to be signed by the Mayor and attested by the City Clerk; and the City Clerk was directed to publish the Ordinance one time in the City’s official newspaper as required by law and as provided therein.
GO BOND RES. 08-09:
Thereupon, and among other business, there was presented to the governing body a Resolution entitled:  “A RESOLUTION PRESCRIBING THE FORM AND DETAILS OF AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SALE AND DELIVERY OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2008, IN THE TOTAL AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $360,000, OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED BY ORDINANCE NO. 672 OF THE CITY; MAKING CERTAIN COVENANTS AND AGREEMENTS TO PROVIDE 
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FOR THE PAYMENT AND SECURITY THEREOF; AND AUTHORIZING CERTAIN OTHER DOCUMENTS AND ACTIONS CONNECTED THEREWITH.”  Thereupon, the Resolution was considered and discussed; and on motion of Crispin, seconded by Kingan, the Resolution was adopted by a majority vote of all members present.  Thereupon, the Resolution having been adopted by a majority vote of the members of the governing body, it was given No. 08-09, and was directed to be signed by the Mayor and attested by the City Clerk.
DELINQUENT ACCNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of twelve delinquent utility accounts totaling $1,906.75.
2007 AUDIT REPORT:
Larry L. Douglas, C.P.A., presented City of Lincoln Center Financial Statements for the Enterprise Funds for the year ending December 31, 2007.  He said those funds retained healthy balances despite operating losses in the water and solid waste funds.  However, because the water fund had experienced two consecutive years of loss, he suggested the water rates be examined to determine if they were adequate.  Water rates had last been adjusted in 1994.  Mr. Douglas said he hoped to be able to provide options for a new auditing firm at the next City Council meeting.  He also thanked the Governing Body for its business and the City employees for their cooperation over the past many years.

RECREATION COMM.:
Lincoln Recreation Director Mindy Wiebke gave a verbal report of recreational activities provided over the past several months.  She asked about the responsibility for cleaning and stocking restrooms at the ball parks.  Superintendent Meyer advised the city crew cleaned the ball park restrooms on a weekly basis when the school was not using the facilities.  Ms. Wiebke also made suggestions for future recreational improvements, including a permanent soccer field, a skateboard park (with potential funding from a Tony Hawk grant), and a sand volleyball court located in the city park, preferably in the shade.  She also asked questions about the handling of carry-over funds in the budget each year.
LEBIEN TAX EXEMPTION:
Clerk Gourley explained that the Lebien Seeding and Fencing application for economic development tax exemption had been returned by the Kansas Court of Tax Appeals pending the completion of several items.  A cost-benefit analysis had been completed with the assistance of the North Central Regional Planning Commission but the required public hearing had not been held.  There followed a motion by Mahin, seconded by Crispin, that the City publish notice that a public hearing on the matter would be held at 8:00 p.m., November 10, 2008.  Motion carried.
FARMWAY COOP EXPANS.:
Clerk Gourley relayed certain inquiries regarding recent activity at the Lincoln Farmway Coop Elevator.  Area residents had expressed air quality concerns if additional grain storage was being anticipated.  Clerk Gourley said she had contacted the elevator recently and was awaiting a response.  It was the City’s understanding that an expansion project, brought before the Council in 2002, had been dropped.
PERSONNEL:
Upon motion by Kingan, seconded by Mahin, the resignation of Office Clerk Cindy Gans was accepted, effective October 24, 2008.
NHRV PLAN:
At 8:00 p.m. a public hearing was held to consider the adoption of a Neighborhood Revitalization Plan, effective for the years 2009 through 2012.  Monty Breneman read from his own prepared written comments in opposition to the adoption of the proposed plan.  At the conclusion of the hearing, Kingan moved to table action on the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan until the next meeting.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.
DEPOSIT ORD. #674:
There came on for consideration an ordinance entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 15-105 OF ARTICLE 1 OF CHAPTER XV OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, RELATING TO UTILITY DEPOSITS AND REPLEALING EXISTING PROVISIONS.”  Said Ordinance would increase the deposits required for water and electric utility services.  Mahin moved to pass said Ordinance.  Motion seconded by Crispin.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Kingan, Mahin.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #674 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City Newspaper.
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BAD DEBT ORD. #675:
There was next presented an Ordinance entitled:  “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15, ARTICLE 1, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, TO ADD SECTION 15-110 RELATING TO BAD DEBT.”  Said ordinance would subject delinquent bills to a 25% fee if turned over to an outside collection agency, including the State of Kansas setoff program.  Crispin moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Mahin.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Kingan, Mahin.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #675 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City newspaper.
RED FLAG/IDENT. THEFT:
Clerk Gourley presented a document entitled “Identity Theft Prevention Program.”  The Program was developed pursuant to the Federal Trade Commission’s “Red Flag Rule” and was designed to detect, prevent and mitigate Identity Theft in connection with the opening and maintenance of certain city accounts.  Kingan moved to approve the Program as presented.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.
PERSONNEL:
Clerk Gourley reported the City’s “Return to Work” Policy was being implemented in regard to a recent workers compensation issue.  Superintendent Meyer was making every effort to find appropriate work for the employee under the circumstances.

STREET USE:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Mahin, Post Rock Auction Service was authorized to use an eastern portion of North 4th Street, between Lincoln Avenue and the alley immediately north, for an auction on November 8th.
STREET REPAIRS:
The Governing Body was provided with pictures taken of a recent occurrence in which a private landowner had allowed a riding mower to discharge clippings halfway across the street.  Superintendent Meyer said the street had just been recently oiled and the clippings damaged the job.  The practice of allowing mowers to discharge into the City’s streets was creating an additional financial burden to the City in attempting to keep streets in repair.  The discharged clippings have also caused blockage of gutters and storm drains.  A report was provided, giving a breakdown of the labor and material cost to reseal the 12 blocks most recently completed.  If was suggested that the City consider passing an ordinance, as has been done in other communities, prohibiting the practice of discharging or throwing debris of any kind into the street.
POWER PLANT ENGINES:
Superintendent Meyer gave a report on the status of the engines at the power plant.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Crispin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:26 p.m.







S/ Rose M. Gourley 







    City Clerk

