Council Meeting                                                                                                         November 10, 2008

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Joel Mahin, and Arletta R. Morse.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.   Also present:  Superintendent Jesse E. Meyer. 
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Monty Breneman, Colleen Bollig, Amy Hawkinson, and Mindy Wiebke.  
MINUTES:
Minutes of the October 13, 2008, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 08-10, for October wages and salaries in the amount of $43,281.99, was presented.   A motion by Kingan, seconded by Morse, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in October totaled $91,979.01.  One prepaid invoice in November, for the redemption of the City’s Temporary Note, totaled $359,770.83.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $60,566.01.  Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Morse, all said invoices in the amount of $512,315.85, were approved for payment.
COUNCIL VACANCY:
Candidates for the vacant position on the City Council were considered.  Crispin moved to appoint Gwen Knight to fill the position created by the resignation of Craig Ledet.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried 3-1.
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL:
Crispin nominated Kingan for the President of the Council.   Morse seconded the nomination.  Upon call for vote, Kingan was duly elected President of the Council.
DELINQ. ACCOUNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of 16 delinquent utility accounts totaling $2,439.46.
G O BONDS, SERIES 2008:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, the City Council set the interest rate to be charged for special assessments relating to the GO Bonds, Series 2008, at 4.78%, the average submitted in the bid process.  
CHAMBER XMAS PARADE:
Colleen Bollig asked the City to again assist with the Chamber’s lighted Christmas parade.  The parade was scheduled for December 6, 2008, at 6:00 p.m.  She asked that the City turn off the Lincoln Avenue street lights during the parade and provide barricades, as had been done in the past.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Mahin, the Council approved the request.
REC. DEPARTMENT:
Mindy Wiebke, Lincoln Recreation Director, reported the Rec Commission wanted to purchase a “Gater”- type vehicle to drag the ball fields and transport supplies between fields.  She had obtained one proposal and would be getting another.  At issue was the ability to operate the vehicle on the City streets.  Attorney Metz advised, under present law, it would be necessary to trailer the vehicle between ball parks.  Councilmember Morse asked about the need to purchase a new vehicle for this purpose when the use of a riding mower had been sufficient in the past.  Attorney Metz said the Rec Commission had the authority to use funds budgeted for them as they saw fit.  In order to use the field for “coach pitch” games, Wiebke also asked about the possibility of fencing the outfield at the t-ball field.   She also suggested the addition of cement in the dugout areas might help with the erosion problem and the problem of rock washing onto the field.  Councilmember Morse questioned the numbers of game officials being paid, there being over 25 on the current accounts payable list.
NHRV PLAN ORD #673:
There came on for consideration an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION PLAN AND DESIGNATING A NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION AREA.”  The Governing Body held considerable discussion regarding the renewal of the City’s Neighborhood Revitalization Plan, taking into consideration the objections and comments previously received.  There followed a motion by Crispin, seconded by Mahin, that the aforesaid ordinance be  passed.       Upon  call  for  vote, the  following  Councilmembers  voted  Aye: 
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Crispin, Mahin.  Nays:  Kingan, Morse.  The vote being declared a tie, Mayor Stegman cast the deciding vote in favor of passage.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #673 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City Newspaper.
LEBIEN TAX EXEMPTION:
A public hearing was held to hear and receive comments on Lebien Seeding and Fencing’s request for property tax exemption for economic development purposes.  No one appeared to protest or comment on the action.  There was then presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE EXEMPTING CERTAIN PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, LINCOLN COUNTY, KANSAS FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES.”  The Ordinance was considered and discussed.  Morse moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Crispin.  Upon call for vote the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Kingan, Mahin, Morse.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #676 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City Newspaper.  
SOLID WASTE RES. 08-10:
Resolution No. 08-10, establishing the fee for municipal solid waste collection and disposal, was introduced.  Said Resolution would increase the monthly fee for each residence from $13.50 to $13.85, effective with the billing beginning November 15, 2008, to be first included on City of Lincoln Center utility billings payable January 1, 2009.  The fee would include the following components:  an increase from $8.00 to $8.35 for the County’s collection contractor, $5.00 for Lincoln County’s disposal fees, $.25 for Lincoln County administrative fees, and $.25 for the City’s billing and administrative costs.   Crispin moved to adopt Resolution No. 08-10.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.

RECORDS INSP. ORD #:
There was next presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1-611 (b) OF ARTICLE 6 OF CHAPTER I OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, RELATING TO OPEN PUBLIC RECORDS INSPECTION FEES.”  The Ordinance would, for the first time since 1984, increase the hourly rate charged for employees engaged in records searches.  Morse moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Crispin.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Kingan, Mahin, Morse.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #677 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City Newspaper.
TRAFFIC ORD. #:
Attorney Metz presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE REGULATING TRAFFIC WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS; INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE THE ‘2008 STANDARD TRAFFIC ORDINANCE FOR KANSAS CITIES, 36TH EDITION’, WITH ADDITIONS PERTAINING TO CARELESS DRIVING (ARTICLE 1, SECTION 14-103); UNAUTHORIZED OPERATION OF CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLES (SECTION 4 OF THIS ORDINANCE); AND PROHIBITION OF ENGINE BRAKES (ARTICLE 2, SECTION 14-205, SECTION 6 OF THIS ORDINANCE); PROVIDING CERTAIN PENALTIES AND REPEALING ARTICLE 1, SECTION 14-101 AND 14-102 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER AND SUBSTITUTING THEREFORE AS ARTICLE 1, NEW SECTIONS 14-101 AND 14-102.”  The Ordinance would incorporate the latest edition of the traffic standards prepared and published by the League of Kansas Municipalities.  Mahin moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Morse.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Crispin, Kingan, Mahin, Morse.  Nays:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #678 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official City Newspaper.
CODIFICATION:
The current City of Lincoln Center Code having been last completed in 1988, Clerk Gourley was authorized to pursue the re-codification of the City’s ordinances.
ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
A termite infestation had been discovered in the vicinity of the power plant.  World Pest Control was subsequently contacted and provided proposals for both the Sentricon Termite Colony Elimination System and for chemical treatment.  Morse moved to approve the installation of the Sentricon System at a price of $875.00 plus tax.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.
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ENGINE REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer reported Ted Bunn would be returning this week to continue work on the Superior engine at the power plant.
PERSONNEL:
Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Mahin, Heather Larsen’s employment in the City Clerk’s Office, at a starting wage of $9.50 per hour, was approved.
TRANSFER FUNDS:
Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Crispin, the transfer of $30,000.00 from the Water Fund, $100,000.00 from the Electric Fund, $3,000.00 from the Sewer Fund, and $2,000.00 from the Solid Waste Fund, to the City’s General Fund, was approved. 
EMPLOYEE DINNER:
Two catering proposals for the City Employee Appreciation/Christmas Dinner were received and presented.  Morse moved to approve the selection of the lower priced proposal.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.
NUISANCES:
The Governing Body discussed the status of several previously determined nuisance properties.  Superintendent Meyer asked for guidance in handling the removal of personal property from these locations.  Attorney Metz advised he would draft one more letter to the property owner on N. 6th Street, and Superintendent Meyer said he would attempt to make personal contact before removing the property.
CHAMBER SIGN:
Clerk Gourley relayed a request from the Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce to temporarily place the Chamber sign in the parking space in front of a business being showcased.  Council had no objections, providing the sign was not left in the space overnight.
RADIO EQUIPMENT:
Clerk Gourley relayed information regarding the requirement to upgrade radio equipment to narrowband frequencies in the future.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Mahin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:00 p.m.







S/ Rose M. Gourley 







    City Clerk

