Council Meeting                                                                                                         November 13, 2006

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Ron Mason.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Bob Vincent, Doug McKinney, Norman Mannel, Tim Welch, Dennis Pittenger, Amy Hawkinson, Kylie McBride, Heath Funston, Ken Puetz, Wendy Gronau, Sheriff Russ Black, Colleen Bollig, and Undersheriff Les Richards.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the October 9, 2006, regular meeting, were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 06-10, for October wages and salaries in the amount of $43,252.09, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,769.73, leaving a net City payroll of $41,482.36.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in October totaled $473.57.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $133,184.64.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, all said invoices in the amount of $133,658.21, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCOUNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of 12 delinquent utility accounts totaling $2,566.34.
DISASTER RES #06-08:
Resolution No. 06-08, entitled “A RESOLUTION TERMINATING A PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF LOCAL DISASTER EMERGENCY FOR THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS,” was presented.  Said Resolution would officially terminate the disaster declared following the August wind storm.  Stegman moved to adopt Resolution 06-08.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
ELECTRIC SYSTEM:
Heath Funston and Ken Puetz, Solomon Corporation, explained that the accumulation of combustible gases in the City’s 5000 KVA transformer oil was creating a potentially dangerous situation.  Solomon Corporation had de-gassed the transformer twice; however, the gases had continued to re-build at a faster rate each time.  The quotations provided last month were for the replacement of the present transformer, either in the form of a new transformer with disk-type windings or a reconditioned one of similar layer-type windings.  If the City purchased a new transformer, warranty credit would be granted, in the amount of $79,600.00, the amount paid to repair the transformer in 1999.  Lead time for delivery of the new unit would be approximately 32 weeks.  Following discussion, a Stegman moved to purchase a new 5000 KVA transformer, from Solomon Corporation, for a net price (after warranty credit) of $90,720.00.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
CHAMBER XMAS PARADE:
Colleen Bollig reported on the Christmas activities planned by the Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce this year, including a snowman contest, Santa visit, movie, and lighted parade. These activities would be held on December 9th, with the parade at 6 p.m.  She asked that the City turn off the Lincoln Avenue street lights during the parade.  After receiving input from Superintendent Mason and Sheriff Black, Ledet moved to grant the request.  Motion seconded by Florence, carried.
ELECTRICAL  ENGINEER: 
Superintendent Mason had requested and received a proposal for electrical engineering services from Michael A. Schmaderer, President, Mid-States Energy Works, Inc.  Mr. Schmaderer would assist the City in any electrical engineering aspect of the electric utility system for an hourly rate of $80.00 plus expenses.   Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, said proposal was accepted and approved.

WATER SYSTEM:
Bob Vincent, geologist with Ground Water Associates, Inc., spoke to the Governing Body regarding the City’s investigation and development of a new water well.  He reviewed a geological map of the area, specifically the alluvium containing the present supply wells, and indicated the areas where water  was  most  likely  to  be  found.  He said  the  best  water  volumes  could  be  found  in  Dakota
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formation, and this area of Kansas has very little Dakota formation.  Having studied the volume and water quality data from the test wells, he suggested a new well located either south or west of the east Gabelmann well could improve the City’s water supply.  More test holes would probably be needed.  Council agreed that Mr. Vincent should review his findings with Chris Cox, project engineer, and report back to the City as soon as possible.

AIRPORT GRANT:
Tim Welch and Dennis Pittenger, members of the Lincoln Port Authority, addressed the Council regarding a $400,000.00 grant application for improvements to the Lincoln Airport.  The Grant would be funded through the Kansas Department of Transportation and required a 10% match, some of which could be provided “in-kind.” Proposed improvements included new runway lights, hard surface ramps, and a concrete helipad for emergency medical service landings.   Wendy Gronau, Lincoln County Ambulance Director, provided statistics regarding the number of helicopter landings so far this year and how the improvements could benefit the local Fire and EMS Departments.   There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, that the City support the Lincoln Port Authority’s grant application.  Motion carried.
SRTS GRANT:
Doug McKinney, NCRPC, spoke to the Governing Body regarding the City’s selection for Phase 1 funding, in the amount of $9700.00, through the Kansas Department of Transportation’s Safe Routes to Schools Program.  Agreements had not yet been received from KDOT but were expected sometime in early December.  It was noted that an SRTS Course being held in Wichita on November 29th would be attended by several interested parties, including representatives from the City and USD 298.  A Plan Development Agreement, not to exceed $2200.00, had been provided by North Central Regional Planning Commission.  An Agreement for Engineering Services, not to exceed $4500.00, had been provided by Schwab-Eaton, PA.  Stegman made a motion to approve both agreements, subject to the successful execution of the appropriate KDOT Agreement.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

SHEPPARD  PROPERTY:  
It was agreed that it would be beneficial to lease the Sheppard property east of Yauger Creek.

SOLID WASTE RES 06-09:
Resolution No. 06-09, establishing the fee for municipal solid waste collection and disposal, was introduced.  Said Resolution would increase the monthly fee for each residence from $13.00 to $13.25, effective with the billing beginning November 15, 2006, to be first included on City of Lincoln utility billings payable January 1, 2007.  The fee would include the following components;  an increase from $7.50 to $7.75 for the County’s collection contractor, $5.00 for Lincoln County’s disposal fees, $.25 for Lincoln County administrative fees, and $.25 for the City’s billing and administrative costs.  Stegman moved to adopt Resolution No. 06-09.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.

POOL:
A multi-year Revenue and Expense Report for the Municipal Pool was provided by the City Clerk’s office.  Mayor Vignery said he had been approached about the possibility of eliminating daily admission fees at the pool and replacing the revenue by placing a $2.00 surcharge on residential customers’ water bills.   He said the City of Ellsworth had the plan in place, and he was awaiting documentation from them.  It was suggested that a great deal more investigation should be required before such a plan be presented as viable.

PERSONNEL:
Superintendent Mason presented 6-month evaluations for two new employees and recommended they receive the customary pay increase of $.50 per hour.  He also said he thought the base pay should have been higher and recommended they receive an additional $1.00 per hour for that reason.  There followed a motion by Florence, seconded by Kingan, that Joe Pescador and Cody Rathbun receive a $1.50 hourly increase, effective with the December, 2006, payroll.  Motion carried.

TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Attorney Metz provided a draft of an ordinance which could incorporate the issues discussed last month (prohibiting certain motorized vehicles) with the latest edition of the Standard Traffic Ordinance.  Law enforcement officers and members of the public participated with the Governing Body in a lengthy discussion of the ATV prohibition.  Thereafter, the matter was tabled until the next meeting.
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INJURY CLAIM:
Attorney Metz provided information regarding an injury claim which had been received and subsequently submitted to the City’s liability insurance carrier. 
TRANSFER FUNDS:
A motion was made by Florence, seconded by Stegman, to approve the transfer of $100,000.00 from the Electric Fund, $30,000.00 from the Water Fund and $3,000.00 from the Solid Waste Fund, to the City’s General Fund.  Motion carried.
EMPLOYEE DINNER:
Clerk Gourley reminded the Governing Body that the annual City Employee Appreciation Dinner was scheduled for 6:30 p.m., December 7, 2006, at the Lincoln County Emergency Services Building.

SCULPTURE EXHIBIT:
Clerk Gourley relayed a request that the City Council give some thought to making a public location available for placement of a permanent sculpture exhibit.

TRAFFIC CONTROL:
Councilmember Morse had favorable comments regarding the recently painted parking stalls in the business district.  Further discussion was held regarding the merits of replacing the double yellow lines in the center of the street. 
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:31 p.m.







S/ Rose M. Gourley 







    City Clerk

