Council Meeting                                                                                                         November 13, 2007

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley. 
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Colleen Bollig, Anna Jean Meili, Jayne Feldkamp, Mitch & Angie Gebhardt, John & Shirley Buchanan, and Debbie Ortiz.  
MINUTES:
Minutes of the October 8, 2007, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 07-10, for October wages and salaries in the amount of $44,180.93, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,847.79, leaving a net City payroll of $42,333.14.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in October totaled $44,058.98.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $91,637.08.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices in the amount of $135,696.06, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCOUNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of 13 delinquent utility accounts totaling $2,286.42.
CHAMBER XMAS PARADE:
Colleen Bollig asked the City to again assist with the Chamber’s lighted Christmas parade.  The parade was scheduled for December 8, 2007 at 6:00 p.m.  She asked that the City turn off the Lincoln Avenue street lights during the parade and set up barricades as had been done last year.  Council approved the request.
WATER SYSTEM:
Bob Vincent, geologist with Ground Water Associates, Inc., had provided a report concerning the ground water situation in the area of the two wells west of the City.  His report provided suggestions for solutions to the declining well yields based on the results of the test wells drilled earlier.  Mayor Vignery said he had spoken with Engineer Chris Cox regarding the options and Mr. Cox had indicated he would try to attend the next council meeting to review the report with the City Council.
LIBRARY PROJECT:
Debbie Ortiz provided a report on the status of the Library Improvement Project.  She said there was presently a $62,000.00 shortfall in funds for the project; however, there were a couple of donors who could reduce that amount considerably.  She said the tax credit sales would continue until the end of December.  The Library Board would be meeting with Architect Fred Abercrombie on December 12th to finalize plans.  She also asked and received permission to remove two trees from the back yard of the Library to accommodate the plans.  A utility pole would also need to be relocated at some point in the future.   The Board was presently looking for a temporary home for the Library to continue to operate during the period of construction. 
NUISANCE PROPERTIES: 
Anna Jean Meili asked the Governing Body what it intended to do about the nuisance properties located on both sides of her property.  She said she had been dealing with this problem for years and wanted the neighborhood cleaned up.  Mitch and Angie Gebhardt expressed their concern that   deterioration of the neighborhood’s appearance would lower their property values.  The addition of a partial mobile home on a trailer was the most recent affront.  Attorney Metz advised the partial mobile home would not fall within the mobile home ordinance because it was clearly not being used as a home or business.  He did ask John and Shirley Buchanan, who were present, to explain their intentions with regard to the property.  Mr. Buchanan said he planned to utilize the intact portion of the mobile home as a shed and workshop and everything else would be removed within a couple of weeks.  After further discussion Mr. Buchanan was told he was to have everything cleaned up and removed by the next City Council meeting on December 10th.   He was also instructed to obtain a building permit for the placement of the shed.
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Jayne Feldkamp asked why the City had not followed through on the deadlines given to the property owner to the north of her mother’s home.  It was agreed that the property itself had been cleaned up very nicely, but the dilapidated house had not been removed. In addition, the house which had been sitting on a trailer for years had not been removed nor placed on a foundation.  Attorney Metz explained that, in order to mitigate the cost to the taxpayers-at-large, the City made every effort to allow the property owner to abate the problem.  Councilmembers agreed that it was past time for the property owner to take action.  City Attorney Metz was asked to draft a letter to the property owner indicating the City’s intent to demolish or remove the two dilapidated houses.   It was agreed that the City should also attend to the S. 1st Street property previously addressed by Resolution No. 07-02.

SRTS GRANT:
Correspondence had been received from the Kansas Department of Transportation indicating the City’s request for funding through the Safe Routes to Schools program had been denied.  Mayor Vignery said he had spoken with school officials about the possibility of completing part of the project anyway and splitting the cost.  The estimated cost for ten (10) stop signs and two (2) one-way signs at the elementary school was $2400.00.  Morse made a motion to approve the expenditures necessary to install said signs, providing USD 298 agreed to pay half of the cost.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  One block of South Street south of the elementary school would become a one-way street heading west, and one block of Yauger Street north of the elementary school would become a one-way street heading east.  Mayor Vignery also had questioned the engineer about the cost of constructing only the sidewalk between Lincoln Jr/Sr High School and the City Park.  An estimate of $15,000.00 had been provided.  No decisions were made, but it was agreed to pursue the idea with USD 298.
SOLID WASTE RES. 07-06:
Resolution No. 07-06, establishing the fee for municipal solid waste collection and disposal, was introduced.  Said Resolution would increase the monthly fee for each residence from $13.25 to $13.50, effective with the billing beginning November 15, 2007, to be first included on City of Lincoln Center utility billings payable January 1, 2008.  The fee would include the following components:  an increase from $7.75 to $8.00 for the County’s collection contractor, $5.00 for Lincoln County’s disposal fees, $.25 for Lincoln County administrative fees, and $.25 for the City’s billing and administrative costs.  Stegman moved to adopt Resolution No. 07-06.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

MKEC / INTERCONNECT
An Interconnection Agreement between the City of Lincoln and Mid-Kansas Electric Company, LLC,

AGREEMENT:
was discussed.  Clerk Gourley advised the Agreement was the result of numerous discussions facilitated by the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency on behalf of several former Aquila cities.  Because the former interconnect agreement expired on November 1, 2007, electric energy was presently being provided under a temporary agreement.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, Mayor Vignery was authorized to execute the new Interconnection Agreement in its final draft.
FRINGE BENEFITS:
Clerk Gourley reviewed the taxability of certain employee fringe benefits under current IRS guidelines.  The uniform/clothing allowance issue was specifically addressed.  Council decided to further research the options.

PERSONNEL:
Clerk Gourley reported that City Employee Cody Rathbun had recently acquired water operator certification.  Superintendent Meyer, before taking vacation leave, had recommended a $.25 hourly increase for Mr. Rathbun for successfully completing the certification exam.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Ledet, that said increase be granted to Cody Rathbun, effective with the November payroll.  Motion carried.


Because of the Tuesday Christmas holiday, Clerk Gourley requested the City Council consider granting an additional paid holiday this year for Christmas Eve, allowing employees time for family holiday travel.  Upon motion by Mahin, seconded by Ledet, said request was granted.

US TOWER PROPERTY:
Attorney Metz reported the Real Estate Contract for sale of the US Tower property had been signed by  the purchaser.   A “Satisfaction and  Release of Agreement and  Mortgage”  had  been sent  to  the
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Economic Development Administration’s Regional Director; however, no response had been received to date.   

TRANSFER FUNDS:
Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, the transfer of $30,000.00 from the Water Fund, $100,000.00 from the Electric Fund, and $3,000.00 from the Solid Waste Fund, to the City’s General Fund, was approved. 
EMPLOYEE DINNER:
Due to a conflict with the Lincoln Elementary School Christmas Program, the Governing Body approved re-scheduling of the annual City Employee Appreciation Dinner to December 5, 2007, at 6:30 p.m. at the Lincoln County Emergency Services Building. 
PARK/REC COMM.:
Mayor Vignery provided preliminary nominations for the Recreation Commission.  Actual appointments would be made at the first regular City Council meeting in January.  He also suggested funds from the sale of the US Tower property might be utilized to construct new public restroom facilities in the City Park.  The subject having been discussed several times, Clerk Gourley suggested an RV Park might also be planned at the same time. 

REPEATER SYSTEM:
Councilmember Kingan reported the Lincoln County Repeater Board was investigating the possibility of upgrading the repeater equipment.  The assessment of costs would be split among the various entities using the equipment.  At the present time, funds from some of the other departments were not available; therefore, no numbers could be presented at this time. 
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  Council adjourned at 9:10 p.m.







S/ Rose M. Gourley 







    City Clerk

