Council Meeting                                                                                                         November 14, 2005

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Marion L. Florence, D. Leon Kingan, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Councilmember absent:  Craig L. Ledet.  Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  Also present:  Superintendent Ron Mason.
VISITORS:
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Larry L. Douglas, Amy Hawkinson, Doug Wilson, Mike Hansen.
MINUTES:
Minutes of the October 10, 2005, regular meeting, were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 05-10, for October wages and salaries in the amount of $40,308.77, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,676.71, leaving a net City payroll of $38,632.06.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in October totaled $316.07.  Unpaid invoices received to date totaled $122,666.17.  (Included in the total was APAC-Kansas, Inc’s Final Pay Estimate in the amount of $17,640.15, for the Sheppard Development Project.)  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, all said invoices in the amount of $122,982.24, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCOUNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of 99 delinquent utility accounts totaling $11,463.23.
2004 AUDIT REPORT:
Larry L. Douglas, C.P.A., presented his Audit Report for the year ending December 31, 2004.  He explained how the completed Financial Statements provided a review of the City’s compliance with the State’s cash basis and budget laws as well as changes in financial position of various funds.  There followed a motion by Stegman, seconded by Morse, that the 2004 Audit Report be accepted.  Motion carried.
SHEPPARD LEASE:
Doug Wilson was present to discuss the status of his farming lease with the City for the Sheppard property not being developed.  He provided an accounting of expenses he had incurred on the unproductive portion of the property, namely the acreage east of Yauger Creek.  He said he was interested in a continued lease of the rest of the acreage, specifically the 4 acre tract at the N. 1st/E. North Street corner and the 7 acre tract east of K-18.  Attorney Metz advised the City had approved a $35.00 per acre lease in November, 2004; however, a written lease had never been drafted.  Stegman made a motion that the City continue to lease the 11 acres to Doug Wilson, at $35.00 per acre, and to reduce the 2005 lease by the amount of the expenses itemized.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT:
It was reported that the Residential Housing Development Project was completed and Kaw Valley Engineering had approved the final payment to the contractor.
NUISANCES:
Mike Hansen asked the Governing Body to consider implementing restrictions or prohibitions on individuals bringing substandard trailer houses into the City for rental purposes.  He related an instance in his own neighborhood where this action had occurred.  City Attorney Metz agreed to look into the possibility of providing some kind of control by ordinance, short of zoning.

Mayor Vignery reported it would cost the City $80.00 - $100.00 per hour to utilize Ellsworth’s building inspector for unfit structures.  He had not yet received a cost figure from Beloit’s inspector.

The Governing Body and City staff reviewed the status of health nuisance complaints, notices served, and progress made on individual properties.
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Clerk Gourley advised she had been provided a list of addresses where vehicles without current registrations were located.  She asked that the Governing Body review and update the list for accuracy before she sent violation notices.

HOUSING APPOINTMENT:
Mayor Vignery appointed Kathy Jo Smith to fill Susan Marshall’s unexpired term on the Lincoln Housing Authority Board of Commissioners.  Stegman moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment and to accept, with regret, the resignation of Susan Marshall.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.

LIBRARY IMPROVEMENT:
Clerk Gourley relayed a request from the Lincoln Carnegie Library Board that the City provide a letter of support for the Library’s application for grant funds.  She also had been informed that monetary support of the library improvement project would be requested at some future time.
STREETS & SIDEWALKS:
Clerk Gourley reported the Lincoln Area Chamber of Commerce, on November 26, 2005, as part of its Christmas promotion, was planning to use the sidewalk across from City Hall to display snowmen.  Another unrelated event, a “Diabetes Walk” around the City Park, was being scheduled for the morning of November 19, 2005.  Council had no objections to the use of public facilities for either event.
DRUG/ALCOHOL TESTING:
Attorney Metz had reviewed the proposed “City of Lincoln Center Substance Abuse Policy” and questioned certain items.  Clerk Gourley said she would contact The Mental Health Consortium (TMHC) for clarification on those items.  The matter was tabled for further review.
EMPLOYEE DINNER:
Clerk Gourley reminded the Governing Body that the annual City Employee Appreciation Dinner was scheduled for 6:30 p.m., December 8, 2005, at the Lincoln County Emergency Services Building.
TRANSFER FUNDS:
A motion was made by Stegman, seconded by Kingan, to approve the transfer of $80,000.00 from the Electric Fund, $30,000.00 from the Water Fund and $2,000.00 from the Solid Waste Fund, to the City’s General Fund.  Motion carried.
WATER WELLS:
Superintendent Mason gave a short report on the status of the test water wells.

CURB & GUTTERING:
Superintendent Mason asked for the Governing Body’s thoughts on the city replacement of areas of curb and guttering, specifically under circumstances where private water and sewer line repairs have resulted in settling damage to the curb and guttering.
WATER SYSTEM:
Even though the line would only serve one customer at present, Superintendent Mason asked that the Council consider the replacement of a service line with installation of a 2” water main to serve a property on South 2nd Street.

CUSTOMER CONDUCT:
Councilmember Stegman encouraged the City Governing Body to go on record that intimidation and abuse of City Staff, whether by utility customers or other members of the public, would not be tolerated.  He suggested such behavior should be immediately reported to law enforcement.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Morse, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:42 p.m.







S/ Rose M. Gourley 







    City Clerk

