Council Meeting                                                                                                         December 08, 2008

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Joel Mahin, and Arletta R. Morse.  Officials present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley, Attorney Daniel D. Metz.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer and Council Appointee Gwen Knight.
VISITORS:
Others in attendance for portions of the meeting:  David Dohe, Keith Vestal.      
MINUTES:
Minutes of the November 10, 2008, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 08-11, for November wages and salaries in the amount of $45,589.06, was presented.  A motion by Morse, seconded by Mahin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in November, totaled $74,390.45.  Unpaid invoices received to date, totaled $90,113.71.  Upon motion by Kingan, seconded by Crispin, all said invoices in the amount of $164,504.16, were approved for payment.
OATH OF OFFICE:
City Clerk Gourley administered the oath of office to newly appointed Councilmember Gwen Knight.
DELINQ. ACCOUNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of nineteen (19) delinquent utility accounts totaling $2,907.97.   Of these accounts, Clerk Gourley requested approval to write off, for bookkeeping purposes only, twelve (12) of the accounts totaling $1,702.02.  Upon motion by Crispin, seconded by Morse, said request was approved.
PR APTS PARKING:
Keith Vestal, Lincoln Housing Authority Boardmember, reported the parking area north of the Post Rock Apartments was in need of replacement.  He said he expected funds to be available for the materials but asked if the City could provide assistance by tearing out and hauling off the old concrete.   The project was planned for spring or summer.  Superintendent Meyer advised the City Crew could try to find time to help with the project.  He did note, however, concrete cutting equipment might need to be rented if the parking lot was not seamed.  Council had no objections to providing assistance if the details could be worked out with the Superintendent.
LIBRARY PARKING:
Harbin Construction, LLC, contractor for the Lincoln Carnegie Library’s Improvement Project, had recently submitted a proposal of $15,000.00, to provide a new parking lot, as shown on the original contract documents, for the library.  The City had originally agreed to undertake the project in 2006 when the materials estimate was $5,515.00.   A commitment of up to $10,000.00 had been made at that time. At the present time, however, the material costs would be substantially higher, and Superintendent Meyer said the City Crew would be hard pressed to complete the project in less time or with less money than the contractor proposed.  Thereafter, Morse moved to accept the proposal from Harbin Construction, LLC.  Motion seconded by Mahin, carried.  Crispin suggested, and others agreed, that the van-accessible handicap parking spot should be located closer to the elevator entrance.
CITY CODE UPDATE:
Clerk Gourley had obtained and presented proposals to codify the City’s ordinances, from the League of Kansas Municipalities and City Code, LLC.  The League had completed the City’s original Code in 1988, and the League’s present proposal fee was considerably less than the one provided by City Code.  There followed a motion by Mahin, seconded by Knight, to authorize and approve the League’s codification proposal for $2,000.00.  Motion carried. 
GAS FRANCHISE:
Kansas Gas Service had provided sample ordinance language for the renewal of the natural gas franchise scheduled to expire in March, 2009.   Upon first reading, the Governing Body voiced no objections to the ordinance language as presented. The Kansas Gas Service Company had also indicated its intention to take care of all necessary legal publications and associated costs. 
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PERSONNEL/WAGES:
The City Council reviewed annual Employee Evaluations.  Mayor Stegman recommended a 4% cost-of-living adjustment be granted this year.  There followed discussion of the present business economy and a general discussion of the usage of certain employee benefits.  Superintendent Meyer reminded the Council that the City Crew was continuing to operate short-handed, and no additional summer help had been employed this year.   Thereafter, a motion was made by Crispin, seconded by Mahin, to authorize a 4% cost-of-living increase for all hourly employees and full-time salaried employees, effective with the January, 2009, payroll.  Motion carried.  It was decided that, in the interest of fairness to all employees, certain employee benefits should be reviewed in the new year.

PERSONNEL/HOLIDAY:
Because of the Thursday Christmas holiday, it had been requested that the City Council consider granting an additional paid holiday this year for the day after Christmas, allowing time for family and holiday travel.  Upon motion by Morse, seconded by Knight, said request was granted.

NUISANCES:
Attorney Metz reviewed several nuisance properties still unresolved.  He said there was still a house sitting on a trailer on S. 4th Street, however, the surrounding property was cleaned up, and there did not appear to be a health nuisance at that location.  Regarding the uninhabited mobile home on E. South Street, the skirting seemed to be incomplete, allowing the potential for animals to get inside.  Following a discussion of the results of contact with the N. 6th Street property owner, Attorney Metz advised he would pursue other options available through the court system.
YEAR END MEETING:
The year-end City Council meeting was set for December 31, 2008, at 7:30 a.m.
INFORMATION KIOSK:
Clerk Gourley reported the visitor information center (kiosk) constructed by the Lincoln County Tourism Coalition was completed and ready for installation at City Hall.  The City had committed $400.00 for the project earlier this year.  She asked if the Governing Body had any preferences for the kiosk location and whether it should be placed in concrete.  It was decided to delay that decision until after the Governing Body had had an opportunity to view the finished product.
ENGINE REPAIRS:
Superintendent Meyer updated the Governing Body on the status of the Superior Engine #1 overhaul at the Power Plant.  He also relayed an inquiry from Mid-States Energy about the intention of the City regarding the project to replace oil breakers with vacuum breakers.  The original intent was that the City would replace a few at a time until all were replaced.  Some of the breakers had been replaced in 2006.   The Governing Body agreed that the City should get back on schedule with this project.

STREET NAME SIGNS:
Councilmember Kingan suggested the City give thought to replacing the street name signs.  Superintendent Meyer advised he was already in the process of investigating the options and would have more information available at a later meeting.   
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Mahin moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:35 p.m.








S/ Rose M. Gourley 







   

     City Clerk

