Council Meeting                                                                                                        December 10, 2007

Council Chambers:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 7:30 p.m. with Mayor Del Vignery presiding.  Councilmembers present:  D. Leon Kingan, Craig L. Ledet, Joel Mahin, Arletta R. Morse, and Glenn M. Stegman.  Officials present:  Clerk Rose M. Gourley, Attorney Daniel D. Metz.  Also present:  Superintendent Jesse C. Meyer.

VISITORS:
Others in attendance for portions of the meeting:   Richard Schultz, John Baetz.    
MINUTES:
Minutes of the November 13, 2007, regular meeting were approved as written.

PAYROLL VOUCHER:
Payroll Voucher No. 07-11, for November wages and salaries in the amount of $42,428.20, was presented.  Included in the total was the reimbursed Library payroll totaling $1,841.19, leaving a net City payroll of $40,587.01.  A motion by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, to approve said Payroll Voucher, carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Accounts Payable lists were reviewed.  Invoices prepaid in November, totaled $11,139.12.  Unpaid invoices received to date, totaled $82,033.38.  Upon motion by Stegman, seconded by Mahin, all said invoices in the amount of $93,172.50, were approved for payment.

DELINQ. ACCOUNTS:
The Governing Body reviewed a list of fifteen delinquent utility accounts totaling $2,967.69. 
WATER WELLS:
In regard to the City’s water supply project, Schwab-Eaton Engineer Chris Cox’s appearance before the Governing Body had been postponed due to bad weather.  He had been rescheduled for the January, 2008, meeting.
RESOLUTION #07-07:
There was presented Resolution No. 07-07, entitled “A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A BALANCED ENERGY POLICY FOR KANSANS INCLUDING THE DEVELOPMENT OF RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES AND THE USE OF FOSSIL FUELS.”  Said Resolution would lend support to a state-wide balanced energy policy and encouraged the Secretary of the Kansas Department of Health and Environment to reverse the decision to deny Sunflower’s PSD Construction Permit.  Stegman moved to adopt Resolution 07-07.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried. 
NUISANCES:
Mayor Vignery reported on the status of the various nuisance properties addressed at last month’s meeting.  He said Gailand Walters‘s dilapidated house on S. 4th Street was completely gone, and the owner intended to lay a foundation as soon as possible for the other house.  The trailer part of the mobile home piece had been removed from the Buchanan property and the shed part was now sitting on the ground.  The old building had been removed from the S. 1st Street property and much had been done to get that property cleaned up. 

An additional complaint had been received regarding a property with an abandoned mobile home located on East South Street.  The owner of record had indicated the property had been sold.  The matter will be pursued.

ECON. DEVELOPMENT:
Lincoln County Economic Development Director Stan Walker had provided documentation of a proposed business development opportunity desiring to locate within the City’s Industrial Park Area.  The company, Lebien Seeding and Fencing, intended to develop a warehouse, distribution and storage area to support its existing activities.  If the business could acquire ownership of the parcel from the City, it intended to apply for a 10-year property tax exemption under the City’s Property Tax Exemption Policy.  The proposed construction schedule provided for concrete installation in February and completion of the new building by May, 2008.  A cost-benefit analysis was required and would be provided with assistance from the LCEDF.  Additional provisions of the City’s Property Tax Exemption Policy, including public hearing requirements, were noted.  Stegman moved to grant a favorable recommendation for Doug Lebien’s business proposal.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.
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There being much yet to consider, it was suggested that the matter might need to be placed on the agenda for the end-of-year City Council meeting.
PERSONNEL/WAGES:
The City Council reviewed Employee Evaluations and heard recommendations from Superintendent Meyer and Clerk Gourley.  A motion was made by Ledet, seconded by Morse, to authorize the following wage and salary adjustments, effective with the January, 2008 payroll:  a 3.5% cost-of-living increase and an additional $.25 per hour merit increase for all of the “city crew” workers, including one in training.   Motion carried, 4-1.  Morse moved to grant a 3.5% cost-of-living increase to city office workers and an additional $.40 per hour merit increase for the Deputy City Clerk.  Motion seconded by Stegman, carried, 4-1.  Kingan moved to grant 3.5% cost-of-living salary increases to the City Clerk and City Superintendent.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.
CLOTHING ALLOWANCE:
Superintendent Meyer recommended that the employer-provided uniforms be replaced with a clothing allowance.  The matter was tabled for further review.
REC. DIRECTOR:
Clerk Gourley asked how the City Personnel Policy should be applied to the Recreation Director, when hired, specifically the provision regarding city residency requirements.  It was noted that the Recreation Commission was created to serve the entire county with cooperation and funding assistance from multiple entities.  Stegman moved to waive the city residency requirement for the Recreation Director, substituting a Lincoln County residency requirement.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.  All other provisions of the City’s Personnel Policies and Guidelines would apply.  City Attorney Metz also suggested that the City should solicit applications for the position prior to the Recreation Commission’s first meeting.
ORDINANCE #666: 
City Attorney Metz presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO STRUCTURES DAMAGED BY FIRE, EXPLOSION, OR WIND STORM CREATING A LIEN UPON INSURANCE PROCEEDS WITH RELATION TO SAID STRUCTURE; PROVIDING FOR THE DISBURSEMENT OF SAID INSURANCE PROCEEDS; CREATING AN INSURANCE PROCEEDS FUND; PROVIDING FOR A LIEN FOR CERTAIN TAXES DUE ON STRUCTURES DAMAGED BY FIRE, EXPLOSION OR WIND STORM; AND AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 617 AND ARTICLE 4 OF CHAPTER VII, SECTIONS 7-401 THROUGH 7-411 INCLUSIVE OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS.”  Said Ordinance differed from the former ordinance by adding a provision for wind storm damage and changing the amount of proceeds collectible from a flat amount to a percentage amount.  Ledet moved to pass said Ordinance.  Motion seconded by Mahin.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Kingan, Ledet, Mahin, Morse, Stegman.  Councilmembers voting Nay:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #666 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.  A copy of the Ordinance would be sent to the office of the State Insurance Commissioner.
ORDINANCE #667:
City Attorney Metz next presented an ordinance entitled “AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE APPLICATION, INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF CUSTOMER-OWNED ELECTRIC GENERATING FACILITIES WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER, KANSAS, AND WITHIN THE AREA OR AREAS SERVED BY THE CITY OF LINCOLN CENTER AS A PUBLICLY OWNED ELECTRIC UTILITY; SETTING FORTH AND INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS AND PROVIDING FOR APPLICATION, INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT, CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION AND NATIONAL CERTIFICATION CODES AND STANDARDS; AND PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT OF INTERCONNECTION COSTS.”  Said Ordinance would set interconnection standards for the safe operation of customer-owned generation within the City’s Electric Utility Customer areas.  Mahin moved to pass said Ordinance, seconded by Morse.  Upon call for vote, the following Councilmembers voted Aye:  Kingan, Ledet, Mahin, Morse, Stegman.  Councilmembers voting Nay:  None.  The Ordinance was declared passed, was approved and signed by the Mayor, assigned #667 by the City Clerk, and ordered to be published once in the official city newspaper.

YEAR END MEETING:
The year-end City Council meeting was set for December 28, 2007, at 7:30 a.m.
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WIND FARM:
John Baetz, Publisher, Lincoln Sentinel Republican, advised the Governing Body that a special “Smoky Hills Wind Farm” appreciation issue was being printed.  He provided costs associated with inclusion in the special issue.  Stegman moved to purchase a quarter-page ad.  Motion seconded by Ledet, carried.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Stegman moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Kingan, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:50 p.m.








S/ Rose M. Gourley 







   

     City Clerk

