Council Meeting                                                                                            February 26, 2010

City Hall 2nd Floor Meeting Room:

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in special session at 5:00 p.m. with Mayor Glenn M. Stegman presiding.  The purpose of the meeting was to meet with Farmway Coop representatives in regard to complaints surrounding Farmway’s elevator and grain storage operation in Lincoln.  Councilmembers present:  Jack D. Crispin, Jr., D. Leon Kingan, Gwen Knight, Joel Mahin and Arletta R. Morse.   Officials present:  Attorney Daniel D. Metz, Clerk Rose M. Gourley.  
VISITORS:
Others in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Farmway Coop, Inc and Farmway Storage, LLC representatives Wes O’Bannon, Mark Paul, Tom Hacker, Terry Laverwein, and Art Duerksen; Farmway Attorney Curt Frasier, and Hadco representative Joe Hodges; Lincoln city residents Patti Winters, Harold Brozek, Karen Hunter, Leland Kissick, Hal Byarlay, Donna Kingan, Pete Peters, Norman Bird, Dawn Harlow, Alan Hunter, Jay Minear, and Ray Rasmussen; Lincoln rural residents Roger Suelter, Barb Gourley, Alfred Aufdemberge, Norman Mannel, and Alan Aufdemberge; Lincoln County Commissioner Terry Finch; Lincoln County Sheriff Russ Black; Jyll Phillips and John Baetz, of the press; and others.
GRAIN STORAGE:  
Mayor Stegman gave the floor to City Attorney Metz who welcomed all present and explained how the meeting should be conducted.  Curt Frazier, counsel for Farmway Coop, was introduced, and representatives of the grain storage operation were invited to speak for Farmway.   

Regional Manager Wes O’Bannon explained how aeration grain management was used to control insects, temperatures, and grain condition.  He admitted that there had been a problem with a severe rumbling noise from the fans installed at the new grain storage.  Farmway had spent the past 8 months trying to resolve this issue, including changing of fan blades and installing sound dampening enclosures.  He also explained how grain dust was controlled at three different locations, including the grain pit and conveyor system.  He said Helen Cook, with the Kansas Department of Labor, had been here earlier in the week to check sound decibel levels and had determined them to be within limits.


Joe Hodges, Hadco representative, provided information about the four 50 hp fans installed at the new elevator storage bin, stating that he had never had the same noise problem in any other locations where his system had been installed.  After the installation of the sound insulation boxes, however, the noise level was less than what would be considered normal for operation of the aeration system.


Art Duerksen, Farmway Coop President, spoke of Farmway’s commitment to the 54 producers owning the new storage bin and its duty to other producers storing grain. He also talked about the economic impact of Farmway’s presence in the community.  He said Lincoln’s was one of Farmway’s cleanest elevators and they would be doing all they could to minimize the impact of the elevator on its neighbors.

Questions and comments were received from the public.  Many locals voiced concerns that the noise issuing from the elevator was still keeping them awake at night.  Others were concerned about the grain dust polluting the air in the area of the elevator and the health problems  associated  with that.  When  asked  about additional  product being  brought  into
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Lincoln for storage, Mr. Duerksen indicated that even more storage bins were likely to be built in the future due to the railway location at Lincoln’s site.

Councilmember Knight asked about how Farmway had handled complaints in the past.  She questioned what avenues had been taken to be “good neighbors” in the community.


After final comments and questions had been received, Farmway Coop representatives thanked the City for providing a forum to address and understand the issues. 
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Morse moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Crispin, carried.  Council adjourned at 6:15 p.m.








/s/Rose M. Gourley






    
   City Clerk

