
Council Meeting                                                                                                 January 10, 2024

Council Chambers:  

ROLL CALL:
The City Council of Lincoln Center convened in regular session at 6:30 p.m. with Mayor Travis Schwerdtfager presiding.  Councilmembers present Angela K. Corpstein, Hayden Howard, Elijah Keever, Mark Luce and Melodee K. Larsen.  Officials present:  Attorney Jeffrey A. Norris (via phone) and Clerk Heather N. Hillegeist.  Also, present:  Superintendent Jeff Ahring.  

VISITORS: 
Visitors in attendance for all or portions of the meeting:  Carly Errebo, Shelby Errebo, Breanna Brown and Kris Heinze.
AGENDA AMENDMENTS:
There were no amendments to the council meeting agenda.
MINUTES:
Upon motion by Larsen, seconded by Corpstein, minutes of the December 29, 2023, year-end meeting were approved as written.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:
Council reviewed accounts payable lists containing December invoices in the amount of $1,022.07 and January invoices to date totaling $66,214.39.  Upon motion by Keever, seconded by Larsen, all said invoices, in the amount of $67,236.46, were approved for payment.
DELINQ. ACCNTS.:
Four (4) accounts, totaling $974.07, were on the list of delinquent utilities reviewed and discussed.
OATH OF OFFICE:
Clerk Hillegeist administered the oath of office to newly elected Councilmembers; Angela Corpstein, Hayden Howard and Mark Luce.
PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL:
Upon motion by Larsen, seconded by Corpstein, Elijah Keever was elected President of the Council.  
ACTING PRESIDENT 
Upon motion by Keever, seconded by Luce, Melodee K. Larsen was elected acting President
OF COUNCIL:
of the Council.  
OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES:
Upon motion by Larsen, seconded by Keever, The Bank of Tescott and Citizens State Bank were designated as Official Depositories for City funds.  Corpstein abstained.    

APPOINTMENTS/
Mayor Schwerdtfager made the following City Official appointments for the ensuing year:
CITY OFFICIALS:

                                                                                                  City Clerk – Heather N. Hillegeist
                                                                             Deputy City Clerk – Kristin G. Dail
                                                                                   City Treasurer – Kimberly M. Meyer
                                                                                    City Attorney – Jeffrey A. Norris
                                                                                          Fire Chief – Jarrod Heinze

                                                                                Municipal Judge – Jennifer R. O’Hare
There followed a motion by Larsen, seconded by Corpstein, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments and recommendation.  Motion carried.  

LCIC COMMITTEE:
Lincoln Center Improvement Committee Member Carly Errebo, reported on the past year’s projects the committee had completed.  Errebo relayed the committee updated their name and created a logo and are starting an initiative to bring awareness to (LCIC) and attract new members to join.  LCIC committee purchased another music park instrument and installed it in 
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the Lincoln City Park and held a duck race fundraiser at the Post Rock Festival.  Errebo reported they are $800 away from purchasing the final musical instrument, tuned drums.  LCIC and Upward Bound students provided community service where they painted the painted the basketball and tennis courts and mulched the Courthouse flower beds. The committee continues to recognize nice yards and community volunteers, along with planting flowers in the planters and decorating them for the holiday season.  Errebo requested a monetary donation to help with funding of future projects.  Corpstein moved to approve a $500 monetary donation to the Pride Committee, seconded by Larsen, carried.  

LCIC PRIDE RES. 24-01:
A Resolution No. 24-01, entitled “KANSAS COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM 2024 ENTRY GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION,” to make the City of Lincoln Center part of the Kansas Community Empowerment Program.  This would help with grant funding as the “KCE Committee” would be under the City of Lincoln Center as a governmental entity.  Larsen moved to adopt Resolution No. 24-01.  Motion seconded by Keever, carried.  
LIVE LINCOLN CO:
Chamber Office Manager Kris Heinze explained they are working on the newest edition of the full color glossy magazine “Live Lincoln County.”  Heinze expressed that the publication is a combined effort with the Lincoln County Economic Development Foundation and the Chamber of Commerce with free publications distributed in different high traffic travel areas to promote tourism and recruit businesses and individuals to Lincoln County.  Heinze asked the Governing body if they consider being a feature advertiser again, which includes two pages of advertising in the magazine and a major banner ad on the website.  Following further discussion, Larsen moved to commit $1050.00 to the “Live Lincoln County” project with the same design.  Motion seconded by Corpstein, carried.
REC COMM  RESIGN/APPT.:
The Governing Body accepted a resignation from Dale Romesburg from the City’s Rec Commission position.

Mayor Schwerdtfager made the following appointments to the Lincoln Recreation Commission:                                 

                                     County Representative 2-year term – Ryley Hembry
                                   USD299 Representative 2-year term – Randi Stoppel
                                       USD298 Representative 2-year term – Dale Romesburg
                                          City Representative 4-year term – Nicole Weber
                                              City Representative 4-year term – Kelly Schneider 
                       City Representative Unexpired 4-year term – Austin Biggs                                          

There followed a motion by Keever, seconded by Corpstein, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments.  Motion carried.  
ELECTED/APPOINTED OFFICIALS
Mayor Schwerdtfager explained he thought the appointed and elected officials compensation  
COMPENSATION:
should be increased to accommodate current inflation rates.  After discussion, the office holder’s maximum compensation was raised with the thought of the future.  Attorney Norris was instructed to provide an Ordinance reflecting the stated amounts at the February meeting. 
TRANSFER FUNDS:
A motion was made by Keever, seconded by Corpstein, to transfer $25,000 from the General Fund to the Recreation Fund for 2024 Rec Appropriation.  Motion carried.
TRANSFER FUNDS:
A motion was made by Larsen, seconded by Luce, to transfer $49,904 from the Light Fund to the Bond and Interest Fund for 2024 GO Bond Payments.  Motion carried.
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UTILITY BILLING INSERTS:
Clerk Hillegeist relayed she had been questioned by a few citizens about the advertisements included with the utility bills.  After discussion, Keever moved to limit advertising inserts in 
utility bills to non-commercial community benefit organizations only for future mailings.  Motion seconded by Corpstein, carried.
NUISANCES:
Mayor Schwerdtfager will reach out to Public Officer Robert Loveless about the health nuisance property on Park Street.
SUPERINTENDENT RPT:
Superintendent Ahring reported Elliot truck was repaired and the problem was a sensor.  Ahring stated he is working on obtaining a water and wastewater certification and Austin Biggs is enrolled in Kansas Municipal Utilities (KMU) lineman apprenticeship program.
AIRPORT:
The Governing Body discussed the reports received from the Port Authority.  After discussion, Clerk Hillegeist was requested to ask the Port Authority for a balance sheet of funds for the February meeting.
ADJOURN:
There being no further business, Keever moved to adjourn.  Motion seconded by Corpstein, carried.  Council adjourned at 8:07 p.m.








/s/ Heather N. Hillegeist, MMC






   
     City Clerk
